West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting

West Central Community Center

Minutes of August 12, 2009

Members in Attendance: Kevin Brownlee, Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Carolyn Connelly, Brenda Corbett, George Craig, Judy Craig, Judith Gilmore, Kelly Cruz, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Daniel Herbers, Mary Holloway, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Bea Lackaff, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, Jobie O’Neil, Sister Ann Pizelo, Bernadette Powers, Dorothy Spoerhase, JoAnn Stewart, Kaye Turner.
Excused: Joe Guarisco, Alexis Main, Sam McKee, David Padgham Helen Sandifur, and Louise Stamper.

Visitors: Joanne Austin, Stan Glasgow, Rebecca Nilles, Victor Frazier, Diane Frazier, Randell Riggs, Ruth Borgmann, Sam Mace, Tracy Staab.
I. INTRODUCTIONS: Our WCNC Brenda Corbett Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with introductions around the room.

Chair announced the formation of a communication committee. The committee will oversee and review council communication prior to general distribution. The purpose is to provide clear concise information sent on special events or fliers. Members are Brenda Corbett, Annette Owen, Jenny Mele Bea Lackaff and George Craig. Anyone wishing to join is welcome. A discussion followed with members wanting assurance that all communication sent from the WCNC would continue to be approved by membership. Chair stated that the process for council approval would continue as per the bylaws. A motion was made that all letters should be brought to the WCNC for approval and that the communication committee will have the authority to send fliers and special events information without prior council approval. The motion was 2nd. After discussion motion was approved unanimously. 

Approval of Agenda: George asked to add as item #10 Sidewalks Committee report, New item #11 Nettleton Community Garden and #12 Communication Committee report. Tom Linzey questioned item # 5 presentation from municipal court Judge Tracy Staab, based on our vote not to allow political candidates’ to speak at WCNC meetings. Chair said that Judge Stabb was not speaking as a candidate but in her capacity as a Municipal Court Judge providing an update on the new municipal court. Tom Linzey asked to strike this item from the agenda. George Craig made a motion that we leave Judge Stabb on the agenda. There was a 2nd and discussion. Motion failed 12 to 11. Judge Stabb was withdrawn from the agenda.

II. The meeting minutes of July 8th, 2009 were approved.  

III. Special City Council Reports:
No Council Report.

IV.
Committee Reports:
· Treasurer’s Report:
Toni reported that there is $ 8,055.47 in our regular draft account (savings) and            $ 508.80 in our checking.

· Cannon Park Shelter Update:
George passed around copies of the plan for the shelter. Construction has begun and is on schedule. Columns are in and the roof framing will begin on August 13th. It is anticipated that the entire project will be finished and ready for use by September 29th.

· Community Assembly Report:
Kelly Cruz reported that the Building Stronger Neighborhoods committee introduced a form which CA members can use as a tool to track information requested by the Community Assembly. BSN committee would like each neighborhood CA rep. to bring back to the CA next meeting, the month when we have our annually election of officers. The purpose of this request is to determine if it would be beneficial for neighborhoods to adopt one of two uniform dates for their elections. 

A motion was made and seconded to report to CA that WCNC would like to keep our elections as they are in February.. The motion passed unanimously. 

Neighborhood Services & Code Enforcement reported that ONS is working with Solid Waste to adopt a method of reallocation that would be based off of estimated dollars expended in the fall rather than the opt in or out method that is currently used. This method results in large sums of clean up dollars remaining unexpended at the end of the year. The Public Safety Committee reported on several cost recovery fees that are under consideration. One is the new Substandard and Dilapidated building fee. This fee will cover the cost of boarding and monitoring theses buildings. 

· West Central Community Development Association:
No Report

· Planning Update:

Kelly reported that we had our 2nd walking tour in the courthouse area. There is another walking tour planned later this month. The date will be announced at the next planning meeting. Our stakeholder group plans on finishing the SWOT analysis at the next meeting. After the SWOT analysis is finished we will more forward with the planning process. The next Stakeholder meeting will be held on the 3rd Thursday, August 20th, at the Native Project, 1803 W Maxwell. All interested in this process are encouraged to attend.  Anyone with questions, please contact Kelly Cruz or George Craig. 

· Hoopfest Update:

Construction should start soon. Our executive committee met with the representatives of the West Central Community Center. They are in support of the court. WCNC will work with WCCC to mitigate any negative effects caused by the court.

· Banner Report:

  No Report 

· Neighborhood Clean up Committee & Dump Pass:
Daniel Herbers reported that at the end of August there will be an appliance pick up. The appliance pick up was announced in the West Central section of the neighborhood newspaper. For more information or to be placed on the pick up list contact the West Central COP shop or Daniel Herbers. 

· Community Development – CDBG

Marcus DeWood reported that we will form our steering committee in September. George told us that we traditionally meet at the end of September and first part of October to decide on the allocation of CBDG funds. The committee will bring its recommendations back to council for final approval then forwarded to the City Community Development office, anyone wishing to serve on the committee that may have a conflict on a grant application can serve but would recues themselves from the vote on that item.

Our chair announced the appointment of George Craig as our Community Development Neighborhood Coordinator. The appointment was made at our executive meeting per the WCNC bylaws.

· Nettleton’s Triangle:

Kevin Brownlee passed out copies of a summary of the Nettleton’s Triangle committee’s progress on this project. The project has grown into a much larger than originally planned. Authorization for the land use has been given in the form of a revocable use permit. The City would only revoke the permit if they sold the property. Kevin said that the property could be transferred to the Parks Department which may offer some funding opportunities. He points out that there are pros & cons to both sides. The blueprints and construction documents for the entire site are estimated to cost $ 5,500-$37,000. The hardscape and path are estimated to cost approx $ 23,000; contractors generally add a 10% contingency to the project cost. The committee estimates that the entire project could cost as much as $ 80,000.  Avista donated $1000 to use for the entrance gates. The gates are paid for and are being designed and manufactured by a West Central artist. The committee is trying to decide how to move forward. 

Communications Committee:

Brenda reported that the committee attended a meeting with Whitworth students who are helping us market West Central. Part of this marketing effort was to form a communications committee. The committee was formed and approved at our executive meeting as per WCNC bylaws. The committee will come up with a logo and communicate clear consistent message in our communications and marketing effort. The committee will meet once a month. If you are interested but cannot commit the time please let Brenda know and she will email you committee communications.  One of the committee projects is to put together a new member information packet. They are also planning a media event this fall.

· George Mulchan Award: 

No Report

· West Broadway Streetscape/SURGE:
No Report

Special Orders of The Day:  

Judge Tracy Staab will not be speaking tonight however she does have some non- partisan information on the back counter for members if they are interested.

Rebecca Nilles – First Call for Help  / 211 Community Information

Rebecca came to our meeting to share First Call for Help’s services and 211 Community Information. First Call for Help is located at Spokane Mental Health. The line is a 24/7 community crisis intervention and service referral line. First Call for Help coordinates with Emergency Preparedness in Spokane. They are not just there to serve the mentally ill population but also to help anyone for any reason at any time. This might include helping someone find needed services or housing. Their phones are manned by two people at all times. Please take a packet and share the information or if you are interested in volunteering or know someone who might be interested contact Rebecca. 

Rebecca also wanted to tell us a 211 Community Information is a toll free number that can be accessed any where in the United States, Monday – Friday, 8:00 – 5:00. The call will be answered by a live person who will help find community social services that the caller is qualified to receive. The 211 database can be accessed by calling 211, online 24/7 or by calling First Call for Help. The 211 Community Information network have volunteer opportunities if you are interested contact Rebecca, she can be reached at 838-4428.

Unfinished Business:

New Business: 
Brenda announced that we are reactivating the WCNC Parks Committee. There have been some recent concerns regarding our parks and their administration. Anyone wishing to join please call Brenda.

Recently the City Park Board gave the Parks department permission to hire a consultant to complete a strategic plan. They have allocated $274,800 to complete this study.

The ARC of Spokane has sent us information. They have asked that it be passed around. They are selling their two buildings and buying a larger building so they can be located in one facility. They are looking for donations to help support this project.

Carolyn Connelly announced that the river clean up will be September 26th. They are in need of donations. Carolyn will pass around the flyer. Anyone who would like to donate or volunteer should contact Carolyn. 

There will be a Public Hearing on August 31st that will address Avista proposed rate increases.

Final concert in Audubon Park. The Spokane Youth Symphony will be performing August 20th at 6:30 – 8:30 in Audubon Park.

Audubon and South Indian Trail Neighborhood’s will sponsor a candidate’s form on October 15th, 7:00 p.m. at Browne Elementary.  

The Neighborhood Planning stakeholders meeting will change their meeting date form the last Thursday of the month to the first Thursday of the month. Starting in October. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

