West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting

West Central Community Center

Minutes of January 13, 2010

Members in Attendance: Joanne Austin, Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Carolyn Connelly, Brenda Corbett, George Craig, Kelly Cruz, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, George Engelhard, Judith Gilmore, Daniel Herbers, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Joy Peltier Jones, Bea Lackoff, Tom Linzey, Alexis Main, Connie Malone, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Diane Morse, Jobie O’Neil, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Bernadette Powers, Bree Reynolds, Joann Stewart, Kaye Turner.
Excused: Judy Craig, Joe Guarisco, Bea Lackoff, Sam McKee and Helen Sandifur. 

Visitors: Ben Goodmansen, Ray Wright, Todd Whipple, Jonathan Mallahan, Jason Wheaton, Mike Terrell and Pat O’Neil.
Approval of Agenda: Chair asked members to amend the agenda, as she had 5 additions which were announcements. There was a motion to amend the agenda adding the 5 announcements. The motion was 2nd and passed unanimously.

I. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made around the room.

II. Minutes Approval:
A motion was made to approve the December minutes. The motion was 2nd. The December minutes were unanimously approved. 

IV.
Committee Reports:
· Treasurer’s Report:
No Report

· Nominations Committee:

Jenny contacted all members who are eligible to run for office. Those who they were unable to speak with directly were left messages and asked to contact Jenny if they were interested in running for an office. The following individuals agreed to run for an office, Brenda Corbett – Chair, Kelly Cruz – Vice Chair, Toni Lodge – Treasurer, Luann DeWood & Bree Reynolds – Secretary, Joann Stewart – Member at Large Position 1, Daniel Herbers & Bonnie McInnis – Member at Large Position 2, Marcus DeWood – CD Chair. If anyone else is interested in running for office please contact Jenny so your name can be added to the ballot. Nominations will be taken from the floor prior to the vote at the February meeting.

· Community Assembly Report
Jonathan Mallahan, director of Neighborhood Services reported that the City Council has added a section on to the standing agenda for neighborhood reports. Neighborhoods can now request time on the agenda to make a presentation of up to 15 minutes or longer if requested. Neighborhoods can address council on agenda items or  any area of neighborhood concern. This is a big step to recognize neighborhoods in an extended capacity. The requests are made through the Community Assembly or Office of Neighborhood Services. ONS is sponsoring leadership training.

     West Central Community Development Association:
Rose sent the minutes from the WCCDA around the room.. The WCCDA board Is planning on sending a letter to the Dairy Mart asking management to honor their Good Neighbor gentleman’s agreement to not sell single cans of fortified beer.   

· Planning Update:

Kelly reported that the group had its first meeting of the new year last Thursday, January 7. There were no subcommittee reports as they did not meet in December. The next Economic committee will meet the 21st of January at the West Central Community Center. The Leadership & Government committee will meet at 6:00 on January 21, 2010 at Brenda’s 1102 N. Sherwood. The next Stakeholder meeting will be held on the 1st Thursday, February 4, 2010, 6:30 pm at the Native Project, 1803 W Maxwell. All interested in this process are encouraged to attend.  Anyone with questions, please contact Kelly Cruz  or George Craig. 

· Neighborhood Clean up Committee & Dump Pass:
Daniel Herbers reported that the Fall Clean up we picked up 7.89 tons which used $762.22 of our funds allocation. WCNC has an annual allocation of $ 5,000.00 for solid waste. We used $ 3,619.00 and had $ 1,300.00 left over. The Clean up committee for 2010 is forming, if you are interested in participating on this committee please contact Daniel. There are usually four meetings per year with all other business conducted over  the phone.

.

· West Broadway Streetscape/SURGE:
George passed several documents are the room. The bid date was December 7, 2009. The bid came in slightly lower than expected. The bid was awarded on the 4th of January. It is anticipated that work will start in April or earlier with a June completion date. Membership would like the City contacted and ask them to work around the Bloomsday schedule.

· Cannon Park Shelter Update:
George passed a document around the room. On December 30th, George sent  an email to Jerry Shogan who is the architect for the project. In this email George listed the items that he thought were included in the project and the items that were not complete. Mr. Shogan responded and listed the items in George’s email as action required items. There was also a concern that after the completion of the ground work 2 sections of the sidewalk were removed and a 2 inch conduit was left sticking up next to a telephone pole. It appears that the conduit went to the restroom building which we get our power from to service the BBQ shelter. The concern was whether our money which was just for the shelter was spent on running service to the restroom building.. 

George received a call from Taylor Bressler who had met with Jerry Shogan.  They had gone over all the open items and report that all will be completed with the exception of the hydro seeding which will be done in the spring. Taylor also confirmed that the conduit was not paid for from our shelter funds. Additionally in the discussion with Taylor he said that the Parks dept would provide three BBQ units adjacent to the shelter. Taylor also agreed to provide a “few” park department benches and tables. George will send a letter to Jerry Shogan and Taylor Bressler confirming the conversation.

Public Safety Meeting:

Jen reported that the next Public Safety meeting  will be January 27th, 7:00 pm at the Native Project, 1803 W Maxwell. There have been some break-ins of cars. If you see anything suspicious call it in. If you have any questions please contact Jen at jlmhussey2000@yaho.com
Officer Tracy Douglas our NRO reported she and other officers were working on alcohol impact zones and Good Neighbor Agreements. Max with Spokane Police Department spoke on establishing an alcohol impact zone. Currently we are using “Good Neighbor” agreements in an attempt to stop the sale of single cans of fortified beer. Fortified beer is 5.5 % alcohol and much less expensive to purchase. We do not meet the criteria to be classified as an alcohol impact zone but SPD is working to gather the necessary data that will allow West Central Neighborhood to qualify. If we are able to quality for this designation the liquor board can require vendors in the impact zone to not sell single cans of fortified beer as a condition of the renewal of their liquor license. Presently we are asking vendors who sell alcohol to sign the “Good Neighbor” agreements stating that they will voluntary not sell this beer as singles. Some vendors have voluntarily signed while others in the neighborhood have declined and continue to sell single cans.

A motion was made to sign a letter of support for the "Good Neighbor” agreement the motion was 2nd and opened for discussion. The question was called. The motion passed. A motion was made to support the SPD in their effort to restrict the sale of fortified beer this will be accomplished by asking the Liquor Board to restrict the license at renewal. The new license will not allow the sale of fortified beer. The motion was 2nd and open for discussion. The question was called and 2nd. The motion to call for the question passed. The motion passed with one abstention.

· By-Laws Committee:

The first by-laws committee was held on January 6, 2010 at 6:30 pm 901 N. Monroe, 2nd floor conference room. There were 4-5 proposed by-law changes. The next meeting will be February 3, 2010, 6:30 pm at Monroe Court 901 N. Monroe, 2nd floor conference room. The committee will discuss and vote on the proposed changes and will bring their recommendations for council approval.

· Promise Neighborhood Program:

No Report

North Bench:

The North Bench was pulled out of the White Water Park due to permitting issues. The open air class room may need to be moved in order to avoid the need for an environmental impact statement. The site may need to be moved 30 feet towards Ohio. Judith  and Mike Terrell with Greenstone Homes will meet with Taylor Bressler will meet at the site Friday at 1:30 at the top of the Centennial just off the trail.  


.

Special Orders of The Day:  

City of Spokane – Traffic Options for Monroe Street at Kendall Yards

Jason Wheaton – Greenstone Update

Jason Wheaton introduced the speakers from the City of Spokane Engineering and Greenstone Homes. He gave an update on the Kendall Yards project. The plan can also be seen by going to the Greenstone Home’s website at: www.KendallYards.com.

The City of Spokane presented the options for the intersection of Monroe Street and Ohio. There are two options the first, what is called a Florida T and a traffic round about. Greenstone Home believes that the Florida T is the best option. A motion was made to support the Florida T option. The motion was 2nd and opened for discussion. The question was called there was a 2nd the call for the question passed. The motion on the table to support the Florida T passed with 5 abstentions.  

Unfinished Business:

No unfinished business.

New Business: 

Standard Operation Procedures (SOP) The communications committee is going to write standard operating procedures for all committees. This process will be started at the next communications committee meeting which will be January 19, 2010, 5:30 pm at 1102 N. Sherwood.

WCNC has had a request from Dr Bob Scarfo and Dr Bob Lutz who plan to apply for a PEW Charitable Trust and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation for Health Impact Project Grant in the name of West Central.  Brenda read the initiative for the grant. They are asking for the West Central Neighborhood Council support in applying for this  grant. A motion was made to draft a letter of intent to support this grant. The motion was 2nd and opened for discussion. The question was called there was a 2nd the motion passed to call the question. The motion on the floor passed unanimously. 

Public Forum:

Meeting Adjourned  
Meeting adjourned at 9:55 pm  

