West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting

West Central Community Center

Minutes of March 9,, 2010

Members in Attendance: Joanne Austin, Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Brenda Corbett, George Craig, Judy Craig, Kelly Cruz, Rich Culnane, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Melissa Elmore, Daniel Herbers, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Steven Mohr, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, Helen Sandifur, Dorothy Spoerhase, Louise Stamper, Joann Stewart, Jason Wheaton.
Excused: Donna Billeter, Judith Gilmore, Stan Glasgow, Joe Guarisco, Alexis Main, Rose Matisse, David Padgham, Bree Reynolds, Kaye Turner.  

Visitors: Steve Corker, Pat O’Neil, Andy Billing, Mardis Nennd, Kevin Cruz, Larry Swartz, Nancy McLaughlin, Jonathan Mallahan.
Approval of Agenda: Chair announced that the agenda needed to be amended striking Spokane Mental Health and Red Light Money adding Multifamily tax exemption. There was a motion and a 2nd to approve the amended agenda. Motion passed unanimously.  

Chair welcomed Melissa Elmore and Steven Mohr as new voting members.

I. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made around the room.

II. Minutes Approval:
Quorum now present. A motion was made to approve the February minutes and March agenda. The motion was 2nd. The February minutes and March agenda as amended were unanimously approved. 

III. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

Brenda welcomed Jonathan Mallahan, Director of Neighborhood Services. Jonathan has been attending our council meeting and working closely with WCNC to help us improve our neighborhood using the resources of Neighborhood Services. 

IV.
Committee Reports:
· Treasurer’s Report:
Toni reported that there is $ 7117.36 in our regular draft account (savings) and              $ 369.17 in our checking. We have earned $19.47 to date in dividends.  

· Community Assembly Report
No Report

· West Central Community Development Association:
No Report

· Planning Update:

Kelly reported that the Leadership & Government committee met with Heather Troutman and discussed Code enforcement. The next Stakeholder meeting will work on planning land use and zoning. The next Planning meeting will be held on the 1st Thursday, April 1, 2010, 6:30 pm at the Native Project, 1803 W Maxwell. All interested in this process are encouraged to attend.  Anyone with questions, please contact Kelly Cruz or George Craig. 

· Neighborhood Clean up Committee & Dump Pass:
Daniel Herbers reported that members of the clean up committee attended the City’s annual allocations meeting. The Office of Neighborhood Services will host another neighborhood walk though to teach volunteers what constitutes a code violation and how to write code enforcement complaints.  The walk through is scheduled for April 9th . The spring dump pass hand out will be Saturday, April 10th starting at 10:00 at the West Central Cop shop. The passes will be good for two weeks. The committee is also working on a Clean Green event.

· Communications Committee:

The Communications Committee has been working on Standard Operating Procedures (SOP). They have completed the SOP for Nominations and Elections. A motion was made to approve the Nominations and Election SOP as written. The motion was seconded. The motion passes unanimously. As the new SOP’s are written they will be brought forward to the WCNC for approval.  

Public Safety Meeting:

Jen reported that the next Public Safety meeting will be March 24th.The group will meet Quarterly in March, June and September. They will be working on reviving Block Watch and creating an Alcohol Impact Zone. Volunteers are need to help recruit block watch homes.   They will also work with the Communication Committee to draft a letter of support for stronger code enforcement and presentation to the Community Assembly. The Police Ombudsman would like to have more contact with our neighborhood and will be at the Native Project the 3rd Friday of every month from 1:00 to 4:00. If you have any questions contact Jen at jlmhussey2000@yaho.com
· Park Committee:

The Park Committee will meet at 6:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the West Central Community Center. The BBQ Shelter is nearing completion. The water has not been installed, however the Parks Department has given a commitment to do so within a few weeks. They are also deciding between sod verses hydro seeding the area around the shelter. The Parks Department has agreed to provide four green table benches and BBQ’s that will be situated adjacent to the shelter. They also talked about installing permanent benches and trash cans. The price per table is $ 1,000.00 and each trash can is $ 400.00. The next Park Committee meeting will be on March 17th.  

.

· Promise Neighborhood Program:

The meeting time has been changed to every 4th Friday at 12:00, West Central Community Center. The members are working on individual research assignments. The committee needs additional help anyone that would like more information please contact Louise. The next meeting at is March 26th.at 12:00.

· Community Development Review:

The Community Development Board will not allow us to fund the Nettleton Garden and Broadway Street lighting this year. The Steering Committee allocated $ 5,000. for the garden and $ 3,490. for the Broadway lighting. Mike Adolfae, director of the CD Board does not think these projects are unable to be funded in the future, just not this year. The Executive Committee took action and reallocated these funds to the Cannon Park Improvement Fund. A motion was made to ratify the Executive committee’s action, it was seconded, after discussion the motion passed unanimously.

· Sidewalks:

George reported that 29 sidewalk repairs can not be completed due to tree root problems. He met with the Urban Forest personnel who will have the City Arborist check these areas. Kevin Brownlee said that the new sidewalk packets will be disturbed soon. A motion was made to work from the old list and repair sidewalks that were graded 3 & 4 first before additional repairs are added. There was a second followed by discussion. A friendly amend was made and accepted that the new repairs are not limited to only 3 & 4 grades. The motion passed unanimously. 

Standing Committee Items:

· George Mulchan Award:

A request was made to contact Kay Howard who is working on the student award for this year.

· Banner Committee:

JoAnn contacted Bloomsday and they are providing banners for the Bloomsday run. The banners should be up in the next few weeks.
· Special Orders of The Day:  

Office of Neighborhood Services – Jonathan Mallahan

Jonathan spoke on the Neighborhood of Promise program. The City’s goal is to help the citizens of West Central improve its neighborhood. This will be a joint effort or partnership between the City of Spokane and WCNC. The Office is Neighborhood Services is currently working on an audit of abandoned buildings and code enforcement education.  Jonathan would like the WCNC to prepare a list of issues that we would like to work on to improve the neighborhood that could be completed within a year. He would also like a vote of support that the council would like to form this partnership with the City. A motion was made to work with the City and draft a list of issues. The motion was seconded and after discussion passed unanimously. 

Jonathan announced that the Office of Neighborhood Services will have an open house prior to this month Community Assembly on April 2nd at ONS, 6th floor of City Hall. For more information contact Jonathan at ONS.

· Jason Wheaton – Multi Family Housing Tax Abatement

Jason Wheaton gave an update on the Kendall Yards project. He explained the difference between a TIF Financing and Revitalization District. Jason also spoke on the Multifamily Tax exemption that was recently granted to Greenstone for a portion of homes in the project. Greenstone is planning a ground breaking ceremony scheduled for March 29th. Multifamily homes will start at $ 120,000 - $ 160,000 and single family homes will start at $ 150,000 - $ 200,000.  The plan can also be seen by going to the Greenstone Home’s website at: www.KendallYards.com.

Unfinished Business:

No unfinished business.

New Business: 

Louise Chadez, who was on the prevailing side of the WCNC vote not to allow anyone who is running for public office to speak at council meetings has allowed this discussion to be brought back to the council. There was a motion to bring the ballot and candidate issue back to council for another vote. There was a second and in discussion a friendly amendment was made and accepted. The new motion is to refer this issue to a committee for review prior to a new vote. The motion passed unanimously.  

Marcus DeWood brought forward the site of the new County Jail. Currently the County is considering several sites for the new jail including West Central, He asked the Council to consider either supporting or not supporting the Jail in West Central. A motion was made and seconded to refer this matter to a committee. After discussion the motion failed.

George made a motion that we ask both sides on the jail issue to present at the next Council meeting. The motion was seconded and passed with one opposing. 

There is a townhall meeting next Wednesday on the jail topic at the WCCC.

Public Forum:

Meeting Adjourned  
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm  

