WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday June 9, 2010

“We are a passionate group”

New Voting Members:  Council welcomed Larry Swartz as our newest voting member.

1. Attendance: Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Brenda Corbett, George Craig, Kelly Cruz, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Daniel Herbers, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Melissa Mohr, Steven Mohr, Annette Owen, Sister Anne Pizelo, Helen Sandifur, JoAnn Stewart, Larry Swartz, Jason Wheaton.  Guests: Steve Corker, Nancy McLaughlin, Don Anderson, Jeff Smith, Kaitlin Knudson.
2. Approval of Agenda and November 2009, April 2010, May 2010 Minutes:  No vote was taken as there was not a quorum present.
3. Special City Council Reports: Steve Corker and Nancy McLaughlin, City Council.  Meeting to talk about extending the power of the Ombudsman, people are welcome to participate.  In Community Assembly we are trying to gather more input from the neighborhood about the budget.  They are wanting a representative from the neighborhood to sit on the budget committee.  We briefly touched on the overall budget, bringing forward concerns about the COP Shops and swim fees for children.  There is a first draft of the budget that is 5 months early.  We did receive 4 ½ percent from utilities to the general fund but there is still nearly a $10,000,000 deficit.  Many things were brought up to assist in the budget, such as furlough Fridays, looking at what the private sector does, and working with the labor unions to have them work to lower wages and cost reductions.  
4. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer’s Report: No Report

2. Community Assembly: No Report

3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse: The community center is now being videotaped for security purposes.

4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz: Interns are being hired for land use through Greenstone.  Advised that City Planning suggestions were turned down.  July 1 at 6:30 PM, is the next meeting and we hope to see you there.  

5. Neighborhood Clean-Up- Daniel Herbers: Asking for the allocation of dollars back to us that were not used.  The clean-up committee met to set dates: 9/10 dump passes, 10/16 clean green collection.  Please contact Daniel for more information or if you want to help. 
6. Communications Committee – Brenda Corbett: No report on SOP’s, remember comment sheets.  Candidate forum on June 14, at 6:30 at the Corbin Senior Center.  Attend the BBQ and Hoopfest dedication on June 11, 2010 at 2 PM.  

7. Park Committee – Jason Wheaton: Put together a list of things that need work on in our parks and for promise neighborhoods.  The city came and filled the cracks on the tennis courts.  

8. Promise Neighborhood Program – Brenda Corbett: Grant being written to see if we can get the grant.  This will open other doors for us to be able to help children from birth to college, it is a grant that can be supported with in kind donations.  Youth and children’s summit is a part of this as well.  

9. West Broadway/SURGE/Streetscape – George Craig: Conduits ad boxes are installed to be used for lighting.  

Standing Items With No Report This Month

10. Shoreline Policy Committee

11. Banner Committee

12. George Mulchan Award

13. Community Development Review (CDBG)

14. By-Laws Committee

15. Public Safety Committee

16. Sidewalks

5. Special Orders of the Day 
Neighborhood Matter Grant Application – Cindy Green, SRHD: For many years we had a program called First Steps which helped young pregnant women, through cuts this program was eventually closed.  Director of the program took executive staff and some money to replace part of the program, and divide it into 3 sectors, based on eight factors (some found on birth certificates) to decide which three neighborhoods should be chosen.  This program is designed to help neighborhoods reach healthier metrics.  They will be making their decisions at the end of June.  There will be some funds, but mostly staff support.  Brenda did inform us that Executive Council approved this unanimously.  Don Higgins and some other entities wrote letters of support and Brenda wrote the overall application, the grant would only accept 5 letters of support.  SRHD will work with the neighborhood to come to an agreement of major concerns and how this program can help.  

6. Unfinished Business

Neighborhood of Promise List Update – Brenda Corbett: Remember when we looked at stores in the neighborhood to see about grocery store inventory.  Now they want to start phase two.  Melissa Mohr volunteered to help.  Clancy’s was mentioned as being a purveyor of fresh fruits and vegetables.
7. New Business

Traffic Calming Funds:  An application to obtain money to be used for crosswalks, signal buttons, and help with the safety of the children.  Executive Council approves, but once again no quorum,

Native Project Dedication – JoAnn Stewart: Met George Fleck who did artwork for The Native Project, they added a pharmacy and children’s dental clinic. CHAS and The Native Project are working together.  Rose brought up that there is a mobile dental unit that comes to the neighborhood as well. 

8. Public Forum

Public Safety will be meeting June 23, 2010, meeting place to be announced.

Greenstone has hired Interns and they are opening up an office in Salem Lutheran Church.  They want to hear about our non conforming land use issues such as grocery store improvement.  Interns will consolidate planning documents in West Central into a one document.  They have started construction and advised that 911 controls the names and addresses of streets.  Ide street and Elm/Oak will be closed. 

Muzzy Mansion is closed for occupancy because of a permit issue with the electrical.  Some of the membership wonders why we will allow blatant code violations occur, houses with wrecked cars, but will close a business.  Brenda will be extending and invitation to the City and the proprietors of the Muzzy Mansion to speak at the August meeting.   

City Council will be held at the West Central Community Center on June 14, 2010.

