WCNC Minutes 
July 14, 2010
Call to Order: 6:38 PM
Attendees: Joanne Austin, Brad Chinn, George Craig, Kelly Cruz, Judith Gilmore, Daniel Herbers, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Toni Lodge, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, Steven Mohr, Dorothy Spoerhase, Louise Stamper, Jo Ann Stewart, Larry Swartz, Jason Wheaton.
Guests: Jonathan Mallahan, Andrew Worloch, Cheryl Steele, Carol Kindt, Twa-Le Abrahamson, Don Anderson, Julie Ford, Mari Dahlstrom.
Excused: Louise Chadez, Brenda Corbett, Judy Craig, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Stacy Horton, Tom Linzey, Helen Sandifur, Ed Stewart, Kaye Turner.
Absent: Donna Billeter, Kevin Brownlee, Carolyn Connelly, Rich Cuinane, George Engelhard, Stan Glasgow, Joe Guarisco, Mary Holloway, Joy Peltier Jones, Bea Lackaff, Alexis Main, Connie Malone, Diane Morse, Jessie Norris, Jobie O’Neil, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Sister Anne Pizelo, Bernadette Powers, Bree Reynolds.
I. Introductions: Introductions were made around the BBQ Shelter

II. Minutes Approval: No quorum so minutes were tabled until there is a quorum present.

III. Committee Reports:
1. Treasurer’s Report:  $7129.73 in large account 295.17 in small, $12.37 in interest

2. Community Assembly: No Report

3. Community Development:  Promise neighborhoods we are not applying this year. The group talked about the West Central Business Association and maybe having a fair.  The Business Association now has bylaws and a 501C3 status.  There was some community development dollars, $18,000 that was given back from an original cut of funds.  The ribbon cutting for the Merkel Sports Complex is August 7th @ 10 AM.  

4. Planning Committee: The planning group met with the Interns. They have established an office at the Salem Lutheran Church and hours are from 10  AM to 2 PM.  There is also a website 9:9 West Central.  The next meeting will be August 5th @ 6:30 PM at The Native Project.  Met with interns what are working on planning and land use.  Soon the group will be doing land use and zoning and we will need input.

5. Clean-Up Committee:  In August there will be a large appliance curbside pick-up.  Please call 509-323-1957 for more details and to make an appointment.  There will be another dump pass in September and clean green pick-up where food can now be included

6. Communications Committee: The ribbon cutting for the Shelter and Basketball Court was an event that was well attended and on the news.  Thanks to Jenny, Brenda, Kelly, Someone will be planting trees nearby (Suzie trees).  It was recommended that we draft a letter to the lady who plants the Suzie trees thanking her. 

7. Parks Committee: first priority; establish a budget for tables and benches, crosswalks, signage.  Still working on the North Bench Project putting together an estimate, will be talking to the tribes and parks.  Received permits to work on The Nettleton triangle.  A group went over and cut down the weeds in the Nettleton on the 26th of June.
8. Splash report: The community center did not apply for passes, but will get passes soon.  More than 2600 passes were distributed.  There was an article about water safety and kids and more passes will help as will lessons in promoting water and child safety.  Make a check to the park foundation and mark it “make a splash” you can also electronically transfer on the website. Emmanuel Presbyterian gave a sizeable amount and was very generous.  The Native Project received 1000 of the passes and have passed out 500.  Thanks to Greenstone who donated to The Native Project summer program.  The pools are very full on a daily basis.  Parents are swimming as well.  Why is the park charging $45 dollars for lessons, we should talk about this at the park committee level.  This is the summer of gang activity, give the kids a pass and they may stay safe.

9. Promise Neighborhoods: we missed the deadline, next time proposal will go through quicker.  Rhosetta drafted a letter to us to speak about the effort.  Kelly thanked those involved for their effort. Contact Kelly or Brenda to be involved in Sept or October Childrens Youth Summitt:  Need to involve community organizations in this effort right up front.  Bring youth and childrens’ services together to talk about Promise Neighborhoods after summer programs are over.  This will lead to a much broader network.

10. CDR: A couple years ago money was allocated to COPS West for capital improvements.  They have a balance of $3200 that is unspent.  They want to use the money for exterior lighting.  The Executive Council recommend that the dollars not used for that activity.  The Executive council advised to transfer to the Cannon Park improvement fund, then we can make a decision if the quorum is present.  It would be nice to have lights in the park.

11. Public Safety: June 23rd, Presenting @ Executive Council.  Night out against Crime will occur August 3rd, 2010. The WCNC and The West Central Business Association will be sponsoring a classic car show on August 3rd 2010 @ 6pm at Cannon Park.  COPS West will also be doing a potluck and closing off Boone.  Details are not finalized as of yet.  Anyone can show up for the classic cars.  What are we going to accomplish: know your neighbors, take a stand, recognize that we have problems and showing children in neighborhood pro-social activities.  We can go to someone in the neighborhood and invite people.  
SPD on the crime, before Monday night/Tuesday we have improved and are not the worst, we were 3rd or 4th or 5th in the ranking for crime in Spokane.  Possibly we should have a camera in the park.  Homeowner is cooperating at the house on Sharp, walked to cop shop on Monday and will be getting tenants out.  Tickets are $513 every 30 days for a rv on private property and living in it.  Can we put a log on an internet site to show problem areas and what was reported?  Nuisance houses 90 days repeat violators 3 complaints within a 60 day period.  How do we as a neighborhood make sure that three calls have been made?  This does not include code enforcement, but police and fire issues. Kelly plan’s to have someone from building officials hearing process at the next meeting?  NRO helps with nuisance houses, people can write a letter and then go to small claims court and sue for $5000 a person.  Safe streets now at COPS West helps with chronic nuisance.  Do not want to abuse 911 and crime check, if a crime is in progress call 911. Crime Check, Spokane police.org to file a complaint.  
Murder on Monday: No news, no ideas. Cheryl Steele: people and family members have come to her house in memory of the person that was murder.  These are heartfelt people who knew this young man.  We need to find a way to make sure that this does not happen again.  If we honor this person maybe the crime will be solved.   The murder vicitm has a family that is hurting too.  Monday night, Tracey Douglas got city employee of the month, said west central rocks!  Please reach out to our neighbors before reporting on them to see if we can solve things on our own.  
IV. Committees With No Reports

West Broadway Surge: will be done soon. Grates?

V. Special Orders

1. Health Assessment:  West Central can be fiduciary for this, advised them that we need a more informative presentation so we can make a decision.

2. KYRS Radio Station: Community Based, independent station, representing a lot of diverse programming  Native American, Asian, Persian, Women.  Opened in 2003, the station has about 6000 listeners, one of top 3 radio stations in the Inlander poll.  Will be broadcasting out of the city limits to 6,500 watts. $188k from the Department of Commerce, most funding is grants and membership based, membership is $35 dollars.  Lots of great programming.  Public service announcements for community events and groups, have volunteers for the station, local musicians etc.  

VI. Unfinished Business: 
1. Promise List: Jonathan Mallahan: working with west central neighborhood want to provide excellent service from the city to the neighborhood.  Capture momentum in the neighborhood and work on economic development.  We were going to vote on the list, but no quorum, many are already in progress.  Feel free to ask about the list (get a copy).  Received 45 applications for traffic problem areas.  They are going through the applications, have not yet made a decision, have provided an initial analysis from engineering, adding estimated costs.  Match up with priorities and go to city council.  Split between three districts.  City will be using funds for mobile speed feedback signs.  Code enforcement did another emphasis. Found 37 properties and all have cleaned up.  Sent litter control to alleys removed 14,000 pounds of litter from the alleys.  Have processed 3,000 complaints this year, 600 in WC, 93% have been resolved.  Code enforcement success: helping the poverty and elderly.
2. TIF Report:

Business and development services (Andrew Worloch) 3 TIF districts in spokane, ours is the west quadrant district, established in 2007 as part of Kendall Yards project, parts of Riverside and Emerson-Garfield, A TIF is an economic tool, a base is set for property taxes, it is paid and then we make improvements, it is hoped this will spur economic development.  Increment becomes a finance tool.  Any money above is used for public improvements $28 million, ($60k for us in 2009, 2010 $55k) This is the neighborhood share, we split with Spokane County.  30% to county 70% to neighborhood.   Money has to be spent in the neighborhood by both sides.  Ordinance created an advisory committee.  Activated it 2010, George is a member of the committee comprised of 5 members and 3 alternates and two members at large.  First meeting in June, next at end of July, purpose to determine prioritization of projects (there are 14 proposed) This is a 15 year plan.  Over 1.5 million dollars possibility, as improvements to property, could go to as high as 7 million.  How do we match are their partners we can go too?  Next meeting Tuesday 7/27 at 8 am, every 4th Tuesday of the month.  Open to the public, basement of the city hall.  First meeting was organizational, next will be as well. Went over policies and processes at the meeting.  One item was appointment and terms, no committee members can be officers of their respected neighborhoods. This is exclusionary language, will the city allow this?  This is a mayor appointed position, do we need this?  Can we add projects? List is so long, we should not be adding anything, until all items have been addressed that are already on the list. Are all of the projects still viable? Do projects get a scoring, how do you determine? At this time it remains to be seen.  George will be sending out updates, not sure if we can make recommendations. 
VII. Open Forum
1. Tim Burns – no report, city did vote to empower him with a few more powers.

2. Everyone sign the attendance sheet.

3. Thanks George Craig for the ribbon cutting participation and Jen H as well.

4. Thanks to the WCC for their help this evening.  
VIII.  Adjournment

Adjourned: 8:21 PM 

