West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting

West Central Community Center

Minutes November 10, 2010

Members in Attendance: Joanne Austin, Donna Billeter, Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn,  Brenda Corbett, George Craig, Judy Craig, Kelly Cruz, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, George Engelhard, Judith Gilmore, Scott Grayban, Daniel Herbers, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, Helen Sandifur, Cheryl Steele, Ed Stewart, Joann Stewart, Larry Swartz, Kaye Turner, Jason Wheaton.
Excused: Joe Guarisco, Stan Glasgow, Stacy Horton, Tom Linzey, Alexis  Main Padgham, Jobie O’Neil, David Padgham and Dorothy Spoerhase.  

Visitors: Michael Sparber, Jim Red, John Dickey, Steve Corker, Nancy McLaughlin, Joe Shogan and Michael Poulin.
: Chair brought the meeting to order at 6:30.

I. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made around the room.

II. Approval of Meeting Agenda The agenda was approved
III. Approval of September and October minutes. A motion was made to approve September and October minutes, the motion was 2nd and unanimously approved.

IV. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilwoman Nancy McLaughlin discussed the potential loss of Police and Fire Fighters due to funding loss in the new budget. She explained how different City funds were administered. Police and Fire are funded from the general fund, while some departments are funded through an enterprise fund and do not rely on money from the general fund. The different funds can not be comingled.

Councilman Steve Corker explained the City Council’s process of approving the budget. The City will need to make approximately 9 million dollars in budget cuts. He asked citizens to attend City Council meetings to listen and testify on these cuts.

V.
Committee Reports:
· Treasurer’s Report:
No Report 

· Community Assembly Report
Luann reported that the Community Assembly took action on the Spokane COPS potential loss of funding. The group voted to write a letter of support for the COPS program and ask the mayor and city council not to reduce their funding. The group also suggested that individual neighborhood councils write their own letter of support.

     West Central Community Development Association:
Rose reported that WCCDA added 4 new people to the board from West Central.

· Neighborhood Planning:

Kelly reported that the group was still working on Land Use. There will be a special meeting next Monday, November 15th at 6:30 to discuss the hiring of consultants. The meeting will be held at the Native Project. The next regular Stakeholder meeting will be held on the 1st Thursday, December 2, 2010, 6:30 pm at the Native Project, 1803 W Maxwell. All interested in this process are encouraged to attend.  Anyone with questions, please contact Kelly Cruz or George Craig. 

· Neighborhood Clean up Committee & Dump Pass:
Daniel Herbers reported that the Fall Clean financial information is not back. We should have our final numbers next month. WCNC has an annual allocation of $ 5,000.00 for solid waste. We currently have $9,000.00 in our neighborhood clean up fund.  The Clean Up Committee for 2010 was congratulated for doing and outstanding job. Daniel thanked the committee for all the time and hard work they contributed to make this a successful year. If you are interested in participating on this committee please contact Daniel. There are usually four meetings per year with all other business conducted over the phone.

.

· Communications Committee:
Jen Hussey reported that the communications committee is working on a flyer for the Home Rehab Program that will be presented at our December 8th Neighborhood Council Meeting. Kiemle & Hagood Company, who administers the program will give the presentation.

· Park Committee:

Jason Wheaton reported that the committee is working on a park inventory. They have determined that our parks are lacking furniture. The committee suggests that we set aside a regular annual stipend to fund park furniture.

At the last WCNC meeting a plan was presented on the North Bench Project. A motion was made to approve the North Bench Plan. The motion was 2nd and opened for discussion. The motion passed unanimously.  The project could start as early as next spring. Thank you to Judith Gilmore for all her work on this project!

· Promise Neighborhood Program:

The next Promise Neighborhood meeting will be held on November 15th at 3:30 at Holmes school.

· Community Development Review (CDBG)
A motion was made and 2nd to appoint Jen Hussey as West Central Community Development Neighborhood Coordinator. The motion passed unanimously. 

The Community Development Review Committee met on October 26th and November 2nd to review the community development grant request and make recommendations to the WCNC. Marcus DeWood passed out the results of the groups work. There was discussion on various applications. A motion was made to accept the Committee's recommendations “as is”. The motion was 2nd and open for discussion. The question was called the motion passed with 6 opposed and 1 abstention. 

· Public Safety Committee:

A motion was made to table the Public Safety Committee for the winter. The motion was 2nd and passed unanimously. 

.

Special Orders of The Day:  

New Jail Project

Spokane County Michael Sparber and Toby Hatley (Pro Position)

Spokane County is proposing building a new jail facility. A community corrections center would be built next to the current jail with a large full service detainment facility to be sited on the west plains. The County wants to take a comprehensive approach to criminal justice. In addition to the jail facility the county is proposing a Community Corrections Center which will house non violent offenders. The CCC provide drug and alcohol assistance, work search program, GED skill center and provide therapy and parenting classes. 

(Opposition) Linda M – Justice Action League
The opposition to the new jail facility believe that spending close to one half a billion dollars on this facility will not sell in these troubled economic times. They say that 2 million dollars have already been spent on studies that predict steady growth in inmate population. The opposition group thinks that we would save money and reduce crime by providing diversion programs as an alternative to custody for many offenders. They point out that building or adding to a jail will not reduce crime. Alternative solutions are needed not jail. 

Unfinished Business:

No unfinished business.

New Business: 

Public Forum:

Meeting Adjourned  
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm  

