WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday April 13, 2011

6:30PM, West Central Community Center, Newton Lounge

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org then click: Neighborhood Council Home

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 

Attendees: Joanne Austin, Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Brenda Corbett, Kelly Cruz, Rich Culnane, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Judith Gilmore, Scott Grayban, Daniel Herbers, Jen Hussey, Joy Peltier Jones, Steven Kounkle, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, Dorthy Spoerhase, Cheryl Steele, Jo Ann Stewart, Larry Swartz, Kaye Turner, Jason Wheaton, Andy Rathbun.
Excused: Joe Gaurisco.
Absent: Donna Billeter, George Craig, Judy Craig, George Engelhard, Stan Glasgow, Stacy Horton, Kay Howard, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Diane Morse, Jessie Norris, Jobie O’Neil, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Sister An Pizelo, Bree Reynolds, Helen Sandifur, Ed Stewart.

Guests: Joanne Benham, Ken Cruz, Meredith Donovan, Rhosetta Rhodes, Joe Shogun
2. Approval of Agenda and February and March 2011 Minutes: Max Hewitt Presentation is tabled tell May. Add 10 mins to planning. Moved and seconded. So approved. 
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS – City will be facing a deficit this year, not as bad as last year.  Data is two month behind, but they are starting work early preliminary budget proposal soon to get a head. Per Nancy – free trees must be planted on private property, Avista will plant the tree.  They want to bring it to the neighborhoods and interested people can call 625-6256 or e-mail mclaughlin@ Spokanecity.org.  
4. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. In savings we have $7142.31 and in checking we have $250.17
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.  New facilitator is Craig Fisher and he is hoping to be there for 6 months or longer.  Colleen Gardner has been approved to the Design Review Board, she will continue in this appointment.  Jonathan Mallahan talked about electronic speed signs and how they will be used in the summer.  It was suggested that a Public safety committee meeting be convened to decide where the signs should go.  The dates for the signs will be 8/1 to 8/15 and 10/3 to 10/17th.  The Water Dept has a new water rate structure; there are rebates for smart controlled sprinkler system, $375 rebate and high efficient water saving toilet is $100 rebate.  
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 3 Min. The association agreed to give Pat Munto some money because she has never had a vacation and have been keeping the books for years.  Neighborhood Day is 4/23/11 from 10 am to 2 pm.  On 5/15/11 The Women Helping Women Conference will take place there are two spots left for $120 each.   Head Start is having an art display from 4/21 to 4/22 in the Newton Lounge.  Our Kids Our Business is having a promotion this Saturday. Federal review of Head Start is coming to review the program at WCCC.  Don Higgins talked about Deaconess Health Clinic which is now private ownership.  The space they rent is now taxable.  Andy mentioned that several board members who are going to start coming to the council meetings.  
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 10 Min.- 
The Planning Committed is working on a finalization of issues and solutions to present to NAC. This information will be presented to council sometime in July or August. On Monday there will be a hearing at City Council for a zone overlay map change for Kendal Yards. They are recording their final platte and PUD overlay zone.  6:30 pm at council chambers. There is a Community Corrections – hearing tomorrow at 9:30.  This is for a facility that will be going behind the jail, this facility will be a 3 and 5 story structure for outbound inmates and those going to classes.  We did not get the official notification until just a few days ago.  There is a concerned with the effect this will have on parking.  It is not that we do not want this facility, but we want the County campus to realize that this makes parking even worse as this building will eliminate existing parking without replacing it.   There is not money for this facility as of yet and it is not part of the facility that is going in at Medical Lake.  There were a couple of corrections to Kelly’s proposed letter that there is a general consensus for parking structures to accompany new buildings.  Judith brought up several concerns with the letter and they were revisited. This is a very bright idea for prisoners so these sites will only help not hinder.  We need to mitigate impact as parking is a nightmare for residents and business near the County campus. Perhaps we need an additional survey for a crime impact. Larry makes a motion to encourage mitigation for parking. Soften the language for the last paragraph. We would request that…Jason is working on a traffic survey the end result being that there may be a parking garage.  There is a consensus in council that the County campus should follow public private sector guidelines. More cars reduces the speed limit. The building will be 35,000 sq feet with parking included.  Dr. DeWood brought up the fact that the County has been offered another alternative buy for an existing building.  Parking has been offered that is already existing as well at this same sight.  There was a mention that Gardner has turned in a freeway.  Some of the programs are already in existence, but they want to expand the programs. A lot of houses do not have parking and people cannot even get to park in front of their homes. Make it read off-street parking.  We wish to alieve the parking situation.  Word it with “off street parking plan”.  Larry made a motioned to make a motion to approve letter as amended. Motion passed. 
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min. 
Dump Passes 4/16/11 9 to 2 pm or gone there will be 150 passes handed out and they are good til 5/1/11.  It was mentioned that the neighborhood is in need a clean-up.  

Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 3 Min.
The North Bench has reached a few obstacles, but there is hope that these will be settled.  For the Nettleton Triangle the committee is working on a plan for paving and irrigation.  They are proposing Xeri-Scaping with drought tolerant plants.  The committee is making headway to get our equipment that was ordered into the parks by June.  The Parks Committee meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at WCCC.  Someone has dumped garbage by the NB and it is everywhere.  Can we do a cleanup?  Parks website.

6. Community Development Review (CDBG) - Dr. DeWood - 10 Min –
CDBG  funding is approved.  Money will be here in July. Tomorrow night is the Community Development Board meeting, the City has gotten information, that we have lost 16% of our funds so the Board will have to go back through the budgets, more than likely we will lose matching funds.  The meeting is at 4:30 at City Hall 5th floor conference room.  The million dollars for neighborhoods will not be touched.  The question was posed, should we create another budget? At this point no.  
7. Sidewalks - Kelly Cruz - 3 Min. – The sidewalk survey has been completed.  We have 56 sidewalks on the list and the list was handed in on the 6th of April, lots with tree issues.  Can expect to find out July or August how many can be repaired. 
8. Promise Neighborhood Program – See Special Orders

Standing Items with No Report This Month

9. Communications Committee

10. George Mulchan Award
11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Public Safety Committee 
15. Banner Committee 
5. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY: 
Presentation: Promise Neighborhoods – 10 Minutes – Joy Peltier-Jones, Brenda Corbett, Rhosetta Rhoades.  Whitworth University will be writing a grant, Meridith the Adult Representative from the Youth Commission and Joann Benham is the Youth Director for the Chase Youth Commission.  Joy works with Holmes on the PTTG and oversees Mentoring Children of Promise.  
1. Promise Neighborhoods has meeting since 2009 and will continue to meet whether they receive the grant or not. There is a mission statement and lots of partnering with other community minded organizations (WCCC, WCNC, Spokane Public Schools, Spokane Reiongal Health District, Chase Youth Commission).  Draft Goals Sheet – Improve student performance, improve school climate, improve teacher/leader qualities, increase parent engagement, increase community involvement. On April 2th there will be a conversation with parents at Holmes.  This is a social conversation where they can gather community input.  They will also be working on grant submission and preparing the neighborhood report. For more information you can contact Joy.
The group has also been working with high School students who put together a list of 10 questions. The data will be used to provide information for the grant.  Promis Neighborhoods is based on the Harlem Children’s Zone.  All kinds of data will be used including: qualitative, quantitative and evidence based.  What is the success, one block and then expanded.  It is a phased in process, limited number of students and kids and then it branches out.  What amount is the grant for? ½ million dollars for a planning grant, then apply for an implementation grant that will pay for the services.  In all this grant will take a lot of people working together to get it.  The group will also be looking to apply for a lot of grants not just promise neighborhoods.  We have a problem, high drop-out rate, we need to address it.  30 million has been allocated for Promise Neighborhoods all across the country.  Promise Neighborhoods is a federal grant so any neighborhood can apply.  There is a proposed summer program at WCCC and AM Cannon Park.  This robust collaborative summer program coordinates with multiple community organizations to include free and low cost sports, literacy, usda breakfast and lunch.  There will also be a summer reading program and it will be the hub of neighborhood activities for all ages and build new relationships with synergy for the neighborhood and later school based collaborative program. 
      Presentation: Traci Douglas & Max Hewitt – 30 Minutes – Removed From Agenda
6. 
Unfinished Business

Website discussion/approval – Scott is updating the website, any updates can go to scott, any updates can go on the calendar.  Let him know if anything is wrong or needs to be on there.  sgrayban@gmail.com see agenda for website.  Computer camps – Dr. DeWood, work with promise neighborhoods.  
7.
New Business

8.
Public Forum

Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 5:30pm at The Native Project

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm at The Native Project


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting


Tuesday after WCNC meeting each month – contact wcnchair@yahoo.com for time and place

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

West Central Neighborhood Planning Meetings -  

1st Thursday of the month, 6:30 pm, at the Native Project 1803 W. Maxwell Avenue

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 

3rd Saturday of each month – 9 a.m. at the Frontier West Restaurant at 2121 N. Division

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

