WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday May 11, 2011

6:30PM, West Central Community Center, Newton Lounge

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org then click: Neighborhood Council Home
1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. Kelly announced that Don Howard passed away last week. 
Attendees: Joanne Austin, Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Judith Gilmore, Scott Grayban, Daniel Herbers, Jen Hussey, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Helen Sandifur, Dorothy Spoerhase, Jo Ann Stewart, Larry Swartz, Jason Wheaton.

Guests: Kyle Aagard, Steve Corker, Ashley Hiruko, Mike Spencer, Ben Stuckart, Marcia Thompson, Rebekah Witter.

Excused Absences: George Craig, Judy Craig, Luann DeWood, Kay Howard, Tom Linzey, Alexis Main, Melissa Mohr, David Padgham, Cheryl Steele. 
Unexcused Absences: Donna Billeter, Brenda Corbett, Rich Clunane, George Engelhard, Stan Glasgow, Stacy Horton, Joy Peltier-Jones, Steve Kounkel, Andy Rathbun, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Rose Matisse, Diane Morse, Jessie Norris, Jobie O’Neil, Annette Owen, Sister Anne Pizelo, Bree Reynolds, Louise Stamper, Ed Stewart, Kay Turner.

2. Approval of Agenda and April 2011 Minutes: No Quorum
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS: The City Council had a meeting with the finance committee at this time there is a 6.7 million dollar deficit.  There are two options: the need for new revenues. Or start cuts for instance 9 to 15 cops and firefighters and one station.  Also proposed are making cuts to arts and the youth.  Some solutions would be photo red monies being assumed into the city budget, increase the cost of parking tickets, and increase the hotel lodging tax. There is no discussion of a levy lid lift and sales tax is at this time stable.  We were advised that the deficit is only an estimate at this time.  The 1st draft of budget will come to Council in August.  There are no recommendations for major bargaining units at this time.  Revisions to the charter will be on primary ballot, though there is a concern about putting charter amendments on November ballot because of Envision. Increased parking for the school district (school bond or capital facilities).  Tax windfall for the state about 350 mill.  The question arose as to whether Spokane will receive some of these funds? No report as of yet from the state. City has asked the state for help on several things.  
4. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. Same amount as last month.
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min. 
PETT committee is working on a draft for traffic guidelines.  For photo red allocations there are extra funds this year they will fund all projects, but then going to a two year cycle. Public Safety brought forth a draft document on vehicle storage, limit number of cars on people’s property.  
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 3 Min.- No Report
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 3 Min. Had another planning session went through issues and solutions for transportation and parking. Compacted items. 3 elements next month, parks, urban design, capital facilities will be discussed.  There is a hope that the final draft document will be sent to Council in August or September
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min. There are dismal problems with trash in the neighborhood.  WCNC handed out 150 dump passes. The appliance pickup will be soon, Daniel Herbers at 323-1957.  Remember to help the neighbors clean up, but do not invade them.  Dan found an old document (neighborhood in transition) that set up a way to go through the alleys and pick up garbage.  
6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 3 Min. Started North Bench, but the site is within the 200 ft setback so we cannot use this location.  We will be meeting this Thursday to discuss new site. Judith states that we had a site that was above, why was the site changed?  This site was 126ft from the water.  It was stated that the Park Committee meeting schedule is inaccurate.  
7. Community Development Review (CDBG) – CDBG Re-allocation  - Jen Hussey - 15 Min: Sidewalk match was lowered from 100% to 61%.  Single family rehabilitation was lowered from a 3 to 1 match to a 1 to 1 match.  Sister Ann has returned the money of 6032.55 asked that it goes to something useful.  Kelly proposes that we allocate 4k to AM Cannon and 2032.55 to Dutch Jakes.  He explained that we had enough money to buy items, but we are short on installation fees.  Jo Ann wants benches for the basketball courts, she advises to take them from Dutch Jakes and put to Cannon.  Taylor wants the order right now and it will be installed this season.  Louise asks do we need to have 2 bbq’s at Dutch Jakes.  Kelly advised that the 4k would cover the installation.  Figured with a rough estimate 6k for installation. Suggestions can be sent to: wcnchair@yahoo.com. After the order it will take 3 to 5 weeks for delivery. Ex comm. For next month.  To get a quorum we can e-mail to others for a vote and the executive council can vote to recommend.  Recognition was given to George Craig for all of the work he has done for our parks. Kudos was also given to Judith and the Board for figuring out the budget after federal cuts.  They were within 3k of 4 ½ million.  Kelly wrote a letter to the state rep about importance of community development dollars. 
8. George Mulchan Award: There were two candidates this year from North Central, one was eliminated because of the neighborhood boundary.  Candidate is a young man, wanting to go to WSU or NIC, moved to Executive Committee for recommendation.
Standing Items with No Report This Month

9. Sidewalks
10. Communications Committee
11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Public Safety Committee 
15. Banner Committee
5. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY: 
Spokane Tribe Presentation – 20 Mins; There is a 145 acres in trust at the west plains and the Spokane Tribe is going in for annexation on Craig Rd. Spokane Tribe Economic Project (STEP) and they want to do a hotel and gaming facility. There will also be a Tribal cultural center, entertainment center, 5 restaurants, shopping and commercial development.  Existing wetlands will be protected and preserved. This group will be working with local state and federal entities.  The FAA has cleared the project and it is not a hazard to air navigation.  The Bureau of Indian affairs and WDOT is also working on traffic planning.  STEP is investing 400 million dollars; it will create 3800 new jobs, and a 50,000,000 payday.  It will solve the 50% unemployment rate for tribal members. Go to StepSpokane.com for up to dates and project details. The Spokane Tribe has over 2700 tribal members and the majority of them live on the reservation.  There is a 34% unemployment in just Airway Heights alone.  For the officers of STEP there are 3 year terms. They are excited about stimulating the economy.  They want to use local people to do every piece of work and this will have a positive impact on the community.  They hope for final approval by the end of 2011.  It is much more than a gaming facility. There will also eventually be a satellite college campus.  Gaming will be created first, but its success will lead to all other developments. Louise: Another gaming facility will not be helpful as an addictions counselor, have they thought about other business ventures.  They did institute more dollars to help with gambling and smoking cessation.  They do not want to cause addictions. They will be keeping Two Rivers and Chewelah. If successful will they be giving back to non-profits? They have a program like this now, through gaming revenues, by application to the gaming commission.  They give away 10’s of thousands of dollars already to police and state patrol, monies will increase with success.  Encourage us to visit the website.  They are looking for letters of support from organizations.  Contact info on the back of the brochure.  
Alcohol Impact Zone – Max Hewitt – 30 Mins The alcohol impact zone was a presentation made to WCNC a little over a year ago.  At that time there was not enough to create an alcohol impact zone. 1999 WA St liquor control board allowed for areas to be deemed impact zones. Includes chronic public inebriation.  Related crimes, health hazards.  Steps include: geographic area, establish a city ordinance, gather facts, good faith efforts with licensees.  In 2002 the zone was established downtown and east central in 2009. Voluntary work with licensees in the alcohol impact zone.  For us; Sponsor by city council, approval by us, revise ordinance, voluntary compliance and finally community driven.  Within 6 months can make it mandatory if there is no voluntary compliance. 131% increase this year in West Central. Detox up 18%.  Bongs, 711, super c, Broadway Foods, family Superette, Safeway, Albertsons, over 50 different alcohol beverages.  No sell of singles of six packs. East Central is getting ready to go mandatory; this will push people to us. This will go to the Executive Committee.
6. 
Unfinished Business 
7.
New Business

8.
Public Forum – Parkside Opening beginning of June, Grand Opening 6/20/11. 
Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 5:30pm at The Native Project

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm at The Native Project


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting


Tuesday after WCNC meeting each month – contact wcnchair@yahoo.com for time and place

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

West Central Neighborhood Planning Meetings -  

1st Thursday of the month, 6:30 pm, at the Native Project 1803 W. Maxwell Avenue

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 

3rd Saturday of each month – 9 a.m. at the Frontier West Restaurant at 2121 N. Division

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

