WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday June 8, 2011

6:30PM, West Central Community Center, Newton Lounge

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org then click: Neighborhood Council Home

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 

Attendees: Joann Austin, Helen Sandifer, Judith Gilmore, Dorothy Spoerhaese, Bonnie McInnis, Daniel Herbers, Kaye Turner, Jenny Mele, Luann DeWood, JoAnn Stewart, Kelly Cruz, Jen Hussey, Scott Grayban, Steve Kounkle, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Jason Wheaton, Larry Swartz, Melissa Mohr, Brad Chinn, Joy Peltier-Jones, George Craig, Rose Mattisse, Diane Morse.

Absent: Donna Billeter, Brenda Corbett, Judy Craig, Rich Culnane, George Engelhard, Stan Glasgow,  Stacy Horton, Andy Rathbun, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Bonnie McInnis, Jessie Norris, Jobie O’Neil, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Sister Ann Pizelo, Bree Reynolds, Louise Stamper, Cheryl Steele, Ed Stewart.
Guests: Steve Salvatori, Tom Maozolin, Steve Corker, Ken Cruz, Nancy Mclaughlin, Karen Kearney, Marcia Thompson
Excused Absence: Louise Chadez, Judy Craig, Joe Guarisco, Kay Howard
2. Approval of May 2011 Agenda and April 2011 Minutes and June 2011 Agenda and May 2011 Minutes.  Luann, moved, Judith second. So moved by George for approval of April minutes and May agenda.  May correction for minutes: Number 7. CDBG Kelly Cruz wrote a letter to a United States Representative Cathy McMorris-Rodgers, George moved Judith seconded so moved with corrections.
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS – Steve Corker and Nancy McLaughlin present: In a Finance Committee meeting on 6/8/11, it was advised that Spokane is facing a 6.6 million dollar deficit so far for 2012.  We are ahead a little bit because of an amnesty for businesses, where the city got a kickback of 200k.  There is some discouraging news as in the statewide average we are down 10% for sales tax revenues.  New home construction is at an all time low.  There is a notice that water rates are to go up 7.65% increase plus 2013 raise rates to 17.5% and upwards for the next several years. This is a result of not having yearly increases in the past.  Town hall meeting is next Monday.  Neighborhood council is having a picnic on 6/12/11.  Dr. DeWood asks what happened to the special fund that was set up for water, he was advised that the fund has been drawn down, so the rate stabilize fund is out to help with rising water costs.  It was drawn down for storm run-off, but was used for improvements.  Rates are going up to replace water mains and pipes that have deteriorated.  Water department has used more repairs and have made less, so not enough to cover it.    Original fund was established for waste water plant.  Where is all the money going? Judith, can we ask the council members to come back with a ½ sheet to clarify information?  McLaughlin suggested sending an e-mail to ask for this information. Where are all of these rates coming from? How are people going to afford it? Scott brought up the fact that there are no assistance programs for those of low income. Melissa brought up that sprinklers that are environmentally friendly can lower water rates. It was explained that small properties will pay less, large properties will pay more.
4. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. No expenditures this month,in the small account there is $250.17 and in the large account there is a balance of  $7148.47. We received a check from Avista for $121.14, that will be deposited.  Kelly will look into why Avista gave us money back.  
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.  Came up with traffic calming policy on how photo red funds will be developed, this passed and they will be working on a match of the policy with the SMC so that the policies concur.  The Public Safety Committee drafted an ordinance that will prohibit the number of cars on people’s property based on size of the property.  Community Assembly had a picnic at Riverfront Park. With regards to the traffic calming funds we need to develop this before the Mayor pulls the funds to support Spokane’s growing deficit.  Is there a consensus with City Council (no), most members want to maintain promise to disperse the traffic calming funds towards the neighborhood.  Are these dollars a priority for traffic calming or keeping cops? Kelly suggests a sunset clause, ask neighborhoods if we want to give it back or use it only for public safety.  Kaye suggests that we look at the economic times and maybe give funds back to save jobs. Any other comments feel free to send an e-mail to our council representatives.
3. West Central Community Development Assoc. – Rose Matisse –  No Report
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 3 Min. 3rd in a series of identifying issues and solutions; the next planning meeting held the first Thursday of every month at The Native Project; this meeting will address capital facilities and land use.  Once this is completed then Rhosetta Rhodes will be putting out a draft to have it vetted by council. Council was advised that a member of the Planning Department does come to our meetings. Judith brought up that the CDBG is looking at charges by the department for people from the city coming to the meetings. Planning is on the block for cuts.  Kelly advised that we have been very tight with money using very little as we want to use it to implement the plan.
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min. Only 86 out of 149 were used of the dump passes, so we still have some money to use because of this.  The appliance pickup will be in august by appointment only. There will be fall dump pass hand-out and a clean green in fall.  Need to think about vacant houses and renters that do not cut down tall grass, be aware of pests and smells as things warm up. Park Department grass is up over head on summit.  Parks did weed wack once earlier this year.  Melissa advised to start a paper trail with parks and trash to determine what steps they are taking to maintain their properties.  Could we possibly have a solid waste presentation in the future?  Scott has a question if we had half of the passes left can we have another mid-summer pass handout?  Dan says to approach ONS with people that have vehicles to go through alleys and pick up trash.  
6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 3 Min. Still working on a possible paving of sidewalks at Nettleton. The committee laid out the potential locations of the sidewalks with paint. The North Bench location is settled and parks is behind us.  We hope to have the council ring done by October.  A rock circle is exactly where the new site will be. Rose asked if we have anything to do with the whitewater, she was advised that the permit expired and the money taken back by the state. Parks meets Wed June 15th @ 6:30 pm.  Nettleton clean-up needs to be done, can Kelly weed-wack the site. Rose wants us to wack her weeds too.
7. Community Development Review (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey No Report
Standing Items with No Report This Month
8. George Mulchan Award

9. Sidewalks

10. Communications Committee

11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Public Safety Committee 
15. Banner Committee 
5. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY: 
Police Ombudsman Presentation – 10 Mins - Timothy Burns – 509-625-6742-spdombudsman@spokanecity.org.  2010 annual report, this is required by law www.spombudsman@spokanecity.org.  There were 134,615 contacts made, 4391 arrests, 2472 warrants, 19863 citations issued.  6446 were domestic violence calls, 281 search warrants, 42 special weapons and swats, 580 mental health contacts, 23 results for mental health by officers. 58 vehicle accidents with the police.  Some level of discipline issued.  90 vehicle pursuits, 9 terminated as too dangerous.  Taser’s were applied 32 times is 26 incidences. 11 were applied through a drive stun.  No complaints in 2010 about the tasing; ie it is being used appropriately. Use of force 99 incidences. 420 applications of force during this incidents, 13 executive use of force complaints. None sustained. 4.5 average compared to national aver of 6.6 per 100 officers. Deadly force, 3 critical incidents, all were armed with firearms, 2 officers were shot at, all three involved in criminal behavior and on drugs or alcohol.  All 3 died.  Internal affairs received 132 complains 79 investigated, 53 inquiries (not investigated to the same extent). 11 of 79 were internally generated of the 68 remaining 40 were delivered to the office of the Police Ombudsman. 2010 interviewed 76 people for complaintants 96 officers interveiwed, 16 complaintants interviewed, 32 witnesses were interviewed as well.  Discipline results – one offier resign, 3 suspended, one write-up, two verbal reprimands, and one officer was recommended for counseling. 
Recommendations: in car video which will cost 650k to 1.5 mil, taser videos which will cost 100k, mandatory chemical testing, posting of a department manual, take home vehicle study. A lot of officers take their vehicles homes but never use them which would save 350k . All of these recommendations are negotiated with the police guild.  
Next steps for 2011 – continue to evaluate enabling ordinance, issue reports of fatal incidents, clarify the ombudsman role in critical incidents, review all resisting arrest complaints and look for trends and patterns, appoint an intern for project research (ewu master graduate hired currently). George asked how would you rate our police (anser: 80 to 90th percentile).  Will the county share him? Answer: not at this point but may make since in the future.  Data on how many people live outside of Spokane.  Can view full report at website; he comes to the neighborhood at least once a week Wed at 2 to 4.  3rd Friday at The Native Project.  
Presentation for Off Broadway Ministries  – 10 Mins – Janice Foland – There are many opportunities for service and she saw the impact for the community and she saw that many need to see the brighter side of life.  They reached out the community, with truth and love to members of the neighborhood.  Help feed the hungry not just food but spiritually link people in need with agencies and local churches.  This group does have a 501c3 status with an anchor church family and a faith driven support system. They have a Board of Directors, how do they help: they plant something positive in the neighborhood to help others.  The do it with lighthouses (homes) house mom’s teams go about to gather food and serve women who need temporary housing.  Help with issues such as; domestic violence, drugs, etc, with networking they transition the women into permanent housing.  They want to plant 12 lighthouses in this community.  There are in need of 5 million to purchase land to build a lighthouse hub.  They are looking at Broadway and Nettleton at the store for this land.  This would serve as a pilot program for the rest of the city locate these in other neighborhoods. There is currently a Lighthouse on Sharp that has served the needs of over 50 women and children.  Every face has a story, motivate people to change, we need to establish relationships with those in need, one relationship at a time.  Establish trust as a life on the street breeds mistrust.  There is a whole community of children with restraining orders on children; this group is in contact with Holmes to help these children.  No accountability for home schooling.  School away from school is helping these children. These children cannot go onto school grounds.  Needs of the community: schooling and education, teaching parents how to be parents (show by example), education about basic life skills as well, positive force forces the darkside out.  Feed them where they need both physically and emotionally, create safety, friendship, comradery; protect each other and establish values.  We need help, planting lighthouses in rentals and with funding.  They meet every Monday @ 530 fellowship at Nettleton and Broadway in bad weather at the Porch. Their dream is to walk in peace, power the people and feed the hungry.  They come from differeny churches in the city.  Pastor Love came from the streets went to the army at 14 out at 18, saved by conversion and went to college, he understands the street ministry and knows that it can change lives. Contact information on the back of the brochure.  People who are leading were former drug dealers now dealing with finances and house moms have had a hard life as well.  
6. Unfinished Business
A. Approval Of Alcohol Impact Area – 5.7% alcohol contact to 12.9%. A motion was made only pick those that are above 8%.  George motioned and JoAnn seconded. Dan feels that this is telling people how to run their own business and if we start it pushes it the problem into another neighborhood, not really solving it.  Bonnie feels safety would be improved.  Kelly advised that downtown has been doing it for two years and East Central is going mandatory.  We are asking for volunteer cooperation only at this time.  Kelly reminded us that there are increased calls of alcohol related incidences.  One size does not fit all, this is in our culture.  Our neighborhood has unique problems and maybe we can try it for 6th months and then revisit. Kendall Yards needs to be included. we as a society decide what is acceptable. Bonnie reminded that almost all drug addicts fortify with alcohol.  JoAnn called for the question, motion restated only approve those for only 8%, motion did not pass.  Bonnie made a motion that we support the list as defined, Scott seconded, need to include Kendall yards as a friendly amendment to include all neighborhood and the Safeway and Albertsons. Motion passes. 
B. Approval of CDBG Reallocation – A motion was made to take the money allocated to Our Place and allocate it to Cannon and Dutch Jake’s to install our new park furniture. $6,300 given back to reallocate to parks.
C. Approval of Mulchan Award Recipient – Rose made a motion to approve, Jen H seconded, motioned passed.
7.
New Business

7. 6/22/11 from 5:30 to 7 pm new trees, supplies provided a Susie forest.   Executive Council will meet the last Wednesday @ 5:30 pm on the 29th.   
8. 6/28 national award for the surge project this will be presented by the EPA (Pices award) 3 and 4 pm at the porch 1804 west broadway it is a Tuesday. 

Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 5:30pm at The Native Project

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm at The Native Project


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting


Tuesday after WCNC meeting each month – contact wcnchair@yahoo.com for time and place

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

West Central Neighborhood Planning Meetings -  

1st Thursday of the month, 6:30 pm, at the Native Project 1803 W. Maxwell Avenue

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 

3rd Saturday of each month – 9 a.m. at the Frontier West Restaurant at 2121 N. Division

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

