WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday July 13, 2011

6:30PM, West Central Community Center, Newton Lounge

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org then click: Neighborhood Council Home

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 

Attendees: Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Scott Grayban, Dan Herbers, Jen Hussey, Steve Kounkel, Rose Matisse, Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, Sister Anne Pizello, Helen Standifer, Cheryl Steele, Kaye Turner.
Guests: Steve Corker, Nancy McLaughlin, Marcia Thompson, Steve Salvatori, Laura Kuperstein, Jeff Barnes, Ken Cruz, David Condon

Excused: Jo Anne Austin, Judith Gilmore, Jo Guarisco, Kay Howard, JoAnn Stewart, Tom Linzey, Jason Wheaton.
Absent: Donna Billeter, Louise Chadez, Brenda Corbett, George Craig, Judy Craig, Rich Culnane, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, George Engelhard, Stan Glasgow, Stacy Horton, Joy Peltier Jones, Andy Rathbun, Toni Lodge, Bonnie McInnis, Diane Morse, Jessie Norris, Jobie O’Neil, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Bree Reynolds, Dorothy Spoerhase, Louise Stamper, Ed Stewart, Larry Swartz.
2. Approval of June 2011 Minutes and July 2011 Agenda – No Quorum
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

The West Central Neighborhood was awarded the PICES National Award EPA; which was awarded for the Broadway Surge Project which had innovative storm water treatment ideas.  We should be proud.

Rate increase report: 18.09 to $20.50 a month to raise 26.2 million, this was set up for capital projects combined with sewer overflow. It will cost 350 million to build storage tanks to hold excess amount of water so it does not flow into the river.  This is a mandate, but we have received no federal funding for this.  By 2017 this rate stabilization will raise about 147 million.  We will still need more money.  Over all ¾ of a billion dollars is needed to overhaul it all with no real funding from state and federal government.  Scott asked if it is costs for services provided or is it just going into the mandate.  On the bill it will have the mandate and the fees for the cost of the bill, based on the amount of usage. General fund will get part of the rate increase, 20% goes to the general fund. The more you use, the more you pay, it is a tiered system. A question, will this not create a bigger deficit?  Steve Salvatori suggested that everyone look at their bill, 13,500 cubic feet or less will not be paying more.  
Finance Committee:  no growth in real estate construction and sales taxes (this impacts the general fund), we are behind in funding.  We will spend the next 2 ½ to 3 years dealing with the recession.  We are about 1% behind now.  At this time the city is not anticipating that we will have to add to the deficit.  Across the board cuts severely impacted us and now it will turn to the programs themselves.   Cheryl does have an idea, but was blocked by the mayor.  It was sent to council, ONS, neighborhood councils, etc.  The union agreed to reduce the amount of crew on a fire truck from 4 to 3 this will save money and have those people going to medical as most calls are medical related.  Jen presented the idea of lean to Nancy and Steve.  Nancy explained that with unions this does not necessarily prove useful.  
City Council annexation of West Plains; will the revenue with this annexation disappear in the next five years.  How can we realistically do this when the city has a huge deficit?  In 5 to 10 years it will be a good mix, but we need to get the city finances squared away first.  They also have to deal with inter-local agreements and impact fees? Impact fees have not been determined and district has not been determined, it will help plug next year’s budget.  The 5th year is very concerning. Steve advises that this is a good thing as economic development can reinforce money earnings.   Nancy advises that we will have to work our butts off to get this to work.  David brought up that property values are dropping by a 3rd out in West Plains.  We are a border city and impact fees can be quite difficult, lots of good real estate agents, but land is still vacant.  City may not be able to do a better job than commercial real estate.  Inter-locals with the fire district, if you annex into a district then the fire district must be kept as a whole, paying double whammy as their paying Spokane and the annexed fire district.  Kelly encouraged people to go to the Monday night meeting for City Council.  
4. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. – No Report
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min. 
The group spoke to issues for vehicle storage ordinance, there was no enthusiasm and it was voted down. City is in the process (PETT) updating request for sign changes in the neighborhood and changing the process for signs in the neighborhood.  People in the neighborhoods were wondering what the current ordinance is for signage.
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 3 Min.
Don Higgins is retiring and they will be searching for a new director.  In the Northwest Neighborhood they are doing a concert series. Mayor Verner came to talk about partnering with other departments in the city; we are going to have to partner and share.  Fiber optic cable for the computer lab will be laid within the month.  There will be a dinner for Don on 8/10/11. Valerie will be retiring on 9/15/11, only two more papers in August and September, this will be a devastating blow to the neighborhood.  Should we have a say on who the board hires for the new director.   
Scott suggests forming a committee to save the paper.  Scott ran a paper before and knows how to set it up. Jen offered to edit and Jeff offered to join the committee.  The committee would be a volunteer base but would need money to print and send out the paper.  Some questions to ask: How much does it cost to mail it? How much for salaries? How much does it cost to produce?

4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.
Capital Facilities was completed last month and the group started with land use.  For August the group will be continuing with land use and did land use, still working on land use for August.  Planning meets the 1st Thursday of every month at The Native Project.  After it is completed it will need to be vetted through the council and then sent to the city. Lilac Foundation Association, SEPA notification was there a month ago on their lot.  We did not have any time to respond. Kelly will contact them about how they can clean up/maintain the area. Parkside/Monkey Business café officially is set to open on 7/21/11. The store is WIC approved and the address is1913 Maxwell.  Received a response to our letter for the jail buildings, did not recognize our need for parking.  We want the 10 hour meters eliminated. Big Box retail requires a comprehensive parking study as they are concerned that their parking lot will be taken over by the county.  It will be behind the health district, see the master map at Kendal Yards, Greenstone. Cheryl is concerned that a big box grocery will hurt small business. Nancy and Steve will be meeting with Jason tomorrow at 2 pm 7/14/11. 
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min.
Still have funds left, 8/23 large appliance pickup, 2 per place, have to call Daniel.  323-1957. By reservation only. More dump passes will be handed out on 9/10 and there will be a clean green on 10/22/11. $1600 added to $5000, but for recycling or clean-green. Compostable garbage bags to purchase to pick-up. Special event: Need one or 2 able bodied volunteers to help start at Indiana and pick up the sofas and mattresses that have been dumped in the alley.  Cheryl and her husband volunteer, volunteer must be able to lift 85 pounds. The group was reminded to take a picture for everything to show it is in the right-of-way.  Jeff will rent a u-haul truck and work with other neighbors.  88 only got used.  But we got credit back. Emerson Garfield brought out dumpsters to help the neighborhoods.  1992 fiasco was brought up and how it cost $32k.  Advised we have done code enforcement walk through to abate some of the garbage issues.  Jeff asks do we have beautification funds; advised of previous signs in yards for beautification.  Jeff suggests a pony pack of flowers to every house. Talk to state and county for parole people to come into the neighborhoods to pick up trash. 
6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 7 Min.- No Report
7. Community Development Review (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 5 Min – No Report
8. Public Safety – Jen Hussey – 5 Min – Kelly will be attending a meeting with the COPS West, Night out against crime 8/2/11.  Kelly will send out information and ask for volunteers. We need to partner with COPS West, hopefully in the future a COPS West person can sit at our table and report on Public Safety.  Jeff Barnes stated that the NRO never returns calls to him.  Had a swat action across the street from his house.  Cheryl has tried to dialog with them and has been denied.  Fundamental responsibility, citizens take action.  People are upset about the fact that Tim Burns’ power has been diminished. Jeff happy about the stop gang violence sign, perhaps we should have one.  Advised of a gang fight and that it took 45 minutes for the cops to arrive.  We need to take back the program?  COPS West is not letting citizens participate. Ask Steve to have a ride along with the NRO. There is a possibility that the next cuts for police would be in the property crimes and drug unit sections. 
Standing Items with No Report This Month
9. George Mulchan Award

10. Sidewalks
11. Communications Committee
12. By-Laws Committee
13. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
14. Promise Neighborhood Program 
15. Banner Committee 
5. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY: 
None
6. Unfinished Business
7. New Business

Laura – Former employer of Inland NW Blood Center; She is advocating for a blood drive in West Central from 8 to 10 am on 7/14/2011.  Anyone able to donate please come; all blood is given to patients.  
Tree planting on 6/22/11, 18 trees dedicated to the Susie Forest. Nancy McLaughlin wants to donate a tree to be planted in the neighborhood. 
Ken brought up that some paint companies are offering a 35% discount for graffiti. 

8.
Public Forum

Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 5:30pm at The Native Project

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm at The Native Project


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting


Tuesday after WCNC meeting each month – contact wcnchair@yahoo.com for time and place

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

West Central Neighborhood Planning Meetings -  

1st Thursday of the month, 6:30 pm, at the Native Project 1803 W. Maxwell Avenue

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 

3rd Saturday of each month – 9 a.m. at the Frontier West Restaurant at 2121 N. Division

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

