WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday August 10, 2011

6:30PM, AM CANNON PARK
                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org then click: Neighborhood Council Home
1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 
Attendees: JoAnne Austin, Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Ken Cruz, Rich Culnane, George Engelhard, Judith Gilmore, Jen Hussey, Steve Kounkel, Toni Lodge, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, Diane Morse, Cheryl Steele, Jo Ann Stewart, Larry Swartz Jason Wheaton.

Excused: George and Judy Craig, Kelly Cruz, Scott Grayban, Kay Howard, Tom Linzey, Rose Matisse, Joy Peltier-Jones, Sister Anne Pizelo.
Absent: Donna Billeter, Brenda Corbett, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Stan Glasgow, Stacy Horton, Jessie Norris, Jobie O’Neil, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Andy Rathbun, Bree Reynolds, Dorothy Spoerhase, Louise Stamper, Ed Stewart, Marcia Thompson.
Guests: Jeff Barnes, Mary Fryback, Daphne Graham, Justin Graham, Christy Hamilton, Christine Kimball, Dan McNeil, Dan Morse, 
2. Approval of June and July 2011 Minutes and August 2011 Agenda – No Quorum
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS – No Report
4. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. – No Report
2. Community Assembly Report – Kelly Cruz – 3 Min. – No Report
3. West Central Community Development Assoc. – Rose Matisse – 3 Min. – No Report
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 3 Min. – No Report

5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min.
Dan, Cheryl and Mark drove through the alleys and picked up over two tons of debris to haul away.  The appliance pick-up is on August 23rd and you must have an appointment.  Dump Passes will be handed out on September 10th from 9 am till gone at COPS West.

6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 7 Min.
The bid for the sidewalks at Nettleton came in at over $13,000. The Council Ring Survey is in process.

7. Community Development Review (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 5 Min – No Report
Standing Items with No Report This Month
8. George Mulchan Award

9. Sidewalks

10. Communications Committee

11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Banner Committee 
15. Public Safety
5. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY: 
Christie Hamilton – COPS West – 5 mins
On September 10th COPS West will be having a Bug Splat, this ride is a fundraiser for COPS programs. COPS West hours are from 1 to 5 pm and on Wednesday evenings.  They are in the process of hiring some employees through AARP.  The purpose of the COPS Program is to educate, assist law enforcement officials, and crime prevention.  Volunteers are responsible for taking information and passing it along.  Jeff Barnes brought up the fact that there has been no response to his many inquiries from COPS West and the Neighborhood Resource Officer.  Also there have been several applications that have been put in to which those applicants received no response.  Judith made the suggestion that there are issues that need to be resolved and that we should expect a report on this situation in a month’s time.  Mary Fryback is our new COPS West representative.  Christy stated that they are always looking for volunteers.  Cheryl Steele brought up the fact that she has also tried to communicate with COPS West and has received no response. 
Sheriff Knezovich – Jail Expansion – 30 mins

The new jail will be in the West Plains/Medical Lake Area.  The main facility booking areas are to be expanded.  It was brought up that parking is a huge issue and problem, because of this it is suggested that people do a ride share program.  Ozzy brought up the fact that there is no long term solution for parking woes.  It seems that no one wants to fund the programs that will help inmates succeed and they are now looking to the private sector.  Bigger jails are not the solution, it is education, jobs, and support once the inmates are ready to leave the jail. 67% of the people in jail are those who are homeless or do not have jobs.  It was mentioned that the old Costco building would be perfect for the Sheriff’s garage. It was noted that $200 million is to be cut which would include drug treatment and a plethora of other programs.  
At this point it is not sure when the vote will take place regarding the jail.  There are still gangs in West Central, but they look just like all of us.  With gangs they are now recruiting children on bicycles to carry out their deeds.  Gangs are also into prostitution.  We need to be more aware and engage in dialogue.  It was brought up that COPS West is a valuable entity but it needs the support of the community.  
6.       Unfinished Business
7.
New Business

There are several street lights that are out in the neighborhood.  Some have been out since early July.
With the Surge Project are the people who live in the area responsible for maintenance?

8.
Public Forum

