WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday September 14, 2011

6:30PM, West Central Community Center
                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org then click on neighborhood council home 

Welcome New Members: Ken Cruz and Marcia Thompson 

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. Jeff Barnes will be a voting member next month.
Attendees: Jen Hussey, Kelly Cruz, Rose Matisse, Joy Jones, Kaye Turner, Daniel Herbers, JoAnn Austin, Marcia Thompson, Cheryl Steele, Brad Chinn, Jason Wheaton, Jenny Mele, Louise Chadez, Ken Cruz, Bonnie McInnis, JoAnne Stewart, LuAnn DeWood, George Englehardt, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Larry Swartz, Toni Lodge.  
Excused: Tom Linzey, Steve Kounkel, Helen Sandifer, George Craig, and Judy Craig

Absent: 

Guests: Steve Corker, Nancy McLaughlin, Mark Steele, Helen Sandifer, Mary Frybeck, Barbara Bonner.

2. Approval of June, July 2011 and August 2011 Minutes and September 2011 Agenda – No Quorum – Special vote for the mins and agenda.
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS: sales tax for June was up by .08%, state average up by %3.1%. Down in utility tax revenue (not as much water being used). State legistlature liquior tax change we will loose $300k.  As of Monday water rates increase up to 16% based on consumption.  9/24/11 AIA for West Central in front of the city council.  At this point it is voluntary, but could become mandatory. Anticipated action that evening. In two weeks, solid waste 5.5% increase and waste water 13%.  Waste Tipping $10 per ton additionally.  End of this year the plant will be paid off. Parks 9/27 @ 5:30 last opportunity to create the budget before presentation.  Arts and libraries in jeopardy. 
4. Neighborhood Event: Sustainable Works – Luke Tulley, Enerygy improvements on homes. Will be knowcking on doors, next Thursday is a free BBQ @ 5:30 at the picnic shelter. Ask for us to be a partner in press also would love to have people on the planning and steering committee.  
5. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. 7149.71 in savings 371.31 in checking, no expenditures this month.
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 5 Min.  talked about upcoming retreat at east central 9/24/11 @ 9 to 2:30.  Subcommittees talk about goals.  All are invited to attend. 
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 3 Min.- Will not have the newspaper anymore it costs $45k a year.  Still thinking about it, but not sure.  What do we need in a newspaper? We should assess our old newspaper.  Talk to Casey on the Board.  Kelly relayed some of the plans we are talking about.  Dental Lab will be another year out.  3 offices in the building available for lease.  Cost is $550 a month.  WIC is down, but funds have not been cut.  Head Start funding is stable, Finch has been added to the after school programs. TinCAn up and running in 6 weeks. Looking at candidates; had 100 applications weeded it down to 8.  4 people on the search committee including Victor Frazier and Nancy Holmes. East Central Community Center resigned.  Will anybody from the neighborhood council be on the committee?  Next 3 to 5 years what are our priorities for the community center?  Rose suggested Judith Gilmore to be in the strategy meeting, they will probably wait until the hire a new director. Valerie’s going away party is Thursday
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 5 Min.
Did not meet this month, working on the NAC report, just finished will be sending it out.  Will be meeting twice a month from now on.  Need a consultant to help with land use and design.  Kelly picked Len Zeigler as the consultant. Please come to the planning meetings, open house 10/20/11 site and time to be determined.  Everyone will be getting a letter about the open house in the neighborhood.  The NAC document will be on the website.  WCN planning.com.  The site has all of our information over the past few years including the 1986 document.  First and last Thursday of the month.  Done by November than to city.  At the end of the year we need to be done.  Email Kelly to have printed packets, but we do not want to spend money printing if we do not have too.  We can also put it on a disc.  Louise suggests a summary.  Leave a copy at pertinent locations: Holmes, Native Project, Kendall Yards, WCCC. 
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min.
Spring dump pass 81 used, special event alley 17 matt, 8 sofas and other items. Helped out a member who had a hoarding issue.  Appliance pickup 11 fridge, 1.2 tons, bill was $282.40, $3k left. Dump passes from 9/10/11 are $50 dump passes. Please take one and use it to help a neighbor.  Avista is coming to pick up fridges and it needs to be running and they will give you $30 credit towards the bill.  Clean green 10/22/11 event.  Need help with volunteers. This will be on Nettleton and Bridge. 10/1 river clean-up, need volunteers and leaders for it.

6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 5 Min.
Still waiting for official approval from the state for the council ring.  Park furniture is supposed to be in by October, need a contractor.  Nettleton is still stalled.  More significant updates by the next meeting.  $13k bid for Nettleton sidewalks, Mike Taylor committed to make bid less.  
7. Community Development Review (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 7 Min – Not sure of what the budget is so dates have not yet been announced.  Contractor did go through and do sidewalks that were on the list. Got to the East end of the neighborhood, curb ramps line up with the parks for accessibility. Do not have an idea of what the budget is. 
Standing Items with No Report This Month
8. George Mulchan Award

9. Sidewalks

10. Communications Committee

11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Banner Committee 
15. Public Safety
6. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY: 
Letter to City about cuts to WCCC and Sinto Senior Center – Kelly Cruz – 15 MINS
Mike Ahou from Parks: City Parks Separate from the city, autonomous, guaranteed 8% by charter, cannot be cut by the city.  Received 2009 8% of general fund for 2011. Now a budget crisis and cuts will occur. Will be fully funding parks, so that is why they will be cutting recreations and centers.  Committed to maintain facilities but no bond was passed, will not close the pools. Pools are losing money. Public input 9/25 @ 5:30 pm City council chambers. $975k in cuts to recreation. Worst case, could not get to that many cuts.  Will not increase revenues in this economy.  With the centers $775k total cut.  Final proposal to go forward.  Reinstate funding to 2011 levels from a pension fund, but this would give them another year. Perhaps they can raise the funds. Charge more for classes, reduce operating budgets. What is going on with the park land over the bluff, it is cleared out.  There will be a lift station for Waste Water treatment. Urban forestry to increase their budget by $350k but thise should not be shouldered by recreation.  Parks does not completely support Senior Centers. Why can we not ask the citizens if we can raise funds.  Poor kids will be the most affected. This will lead to hard core urban decay.  At the beginning of the year $1.3 in savings. $550k grant was lost because of a water study.  YMCA project 1 mil deficit now because of this and programs have to take the brunt.  Total of 8 mil this sucked our reserves to nothing.  Money is being spent in stupid ways.  1 in 3 drop out, this will only further hurt our kids. Felons have to pay a $10 fine to youth services? Some sort of suggestion.  Time to look at different business options. Talk to the people to get things done. 
WCCC – thanks for the support from WCNC (always been supportive of programs).  Rick and Scott from WCCC and Sinto Senior Center, lots of programs are offered before and after school.  He has seen how the programs have impacted lives. Cuts to them would be devastating.  Please due a letter of support or attend the public budget work shop.  Please do what you can to support us. Cut would be 40% of Sinto Senior Ctr budget.  18% of Spokane’s population is seniors.  Any public support would be helpful.  Red hat group attendance very visual. 
List of those who voted for the letter and minutes for the past months: 

Jen Hussey
Cheryl Steele

Ken Cruz

All Council present in favor.

Letter out  by Friday to council.  

We urge you to identify other areas to cut.  “In closing. Several typos, offer to be part of the problem solving group” not just underprivileged but all youth, kids living in at risk neighborhoods. Just leave youth and seniors. Parks member to work with the community or a rep on the park board for a quarterly meeting. Dip in reserves. Donations from golf course fees. 
Approve letter with edits:

7.       Unfinished Business
7.
New Business

8. Public Forum – 
Scott last year we took up money from people for yards.  It is still an open issue. Action item for next month’s agenda.

Fire along the bluff, people rather paranoid, grass and weeks rather high near Kendall Yards.      Advised it is park property. Kendall Yards cleared their property, but the fire was on parks property. 

Our place anua l meeting 9/25/11 Emman pres church 1 to 3 pm.

Public Safety Board – Get a core group together, coming soon. 

Kudos to those who caught the vandals. 

Jeff’s neighborhood posse. All of Boone, shut off Bonnie made an inquiry got no response.  Can go on the sheriffs website.  Having the sheriffs there set mind at ease.  Can we get the NRO to the next meeting.

Several street lights out, are they replaced? No, we need a contact person. Kelly can call the city and asked. 7 out of 11 are off.  

Surge project question; who maintains it?  It is by design to grow up into the trees.  We are not supposed to do anything with this. Businesses are serving as was the agreement. Neighborhood volunteer maintenance program.  Garbage receptacles?  
Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 5:30pm at The Native Project

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm at The Native Project


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting


Tuesday after WCNC meeting each month – contact wcnchair@yahoo.com for time and place

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

West Central Neighborhood Planning Meetings -  

1st Thursday of the month, 6:30 pm, at the Native Project 1803 W. Maxwell Avenue

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 

3rd Saturday of each month – 9 a.m. at the Frontier West Restaurant at 2121 N. Division

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

