WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL AGENDA
Wednesday October 13, 2011

6:30PM @ West Central Community Center

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org then click: Neighborhood Council Home

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 

PLEASE WELCOME JEFF BARNES AS A NEW MEMBER

Attendees: Joann Austin, Jeff Barnes, Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Judith Gilmore, Scott Grayban, Dan Herbers, Kay Howard, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Jen Hussey, Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, David Padgham, Joy Peltier-Jones, Steve Kounkel, Sister Ann Pizelo, Dorothy Spoerhase, Cheryl Steele, JoAnn Stewart, Larry Swartz, Marcia Thompson, Kaye Turner, Jason Wheaton.
Guests: Tim Burns, Steve Corker, Christine Kimble, Barbara Bonner, Mark Bird, Rich Weaver, Joe Bidard, Kevin Twohig, Mick McDowell, Joe Shogun, Rachel Osborn. 

Excused: Louise Chadez, Ken Cruz, Tom Linzey, Helen Sandifur,

Absent: George Craig, Judy Craig, George Engelhard, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, Andy Rathbun, Louise Stamper, 
2. Removal of Voting Members: Donna Billeter, Joe Gaurisco, Stan Glasgow, Stacy Horton, Jessie Norris, Jobie O’Neil, Bree Reynolds, Ed Stewart. Per Article 3, Section 7 of the Bylaws.  Brenda Corbett has tendered her resignation as a Council Member she will be removed at her request. 
3. Approval of September 2011 Minutes and October 2011 Agenda – moved and seconded, approved.
4. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

Issue of extending the authority of Ombudsman, city voted to rescind the order, wants Ombudsman to have more power, in courts will take 12 to 24 months and cost 50k.  Primary argument to go to court would be to get the state law changed to give authority to the cities and make it an active part of guild.  The council is prepared to deny and will take it to collective bargaining.  
Budget: 6 to 8 million dollar deficit, revenues still not coming in.  2.2 million in cuts is a potential.  Almost done with CANPAC committee have learned a lot from neighborhoods, will have a smoother timeline because of this.  The issue of water rates is going back to the drawing board as it is not fair that people are having to pay more.  City voted to rescind 4 to 3.  The city wants to thank us for patience with street construction, got contractors to bid lower.  This allowed more streets to get done and more people working.  Nancy apologizes for not being here tonight.  Rose has a busted water pipe she asked who can fix it.  She was advised that if it is on her property she needs to fix it.  Kelly asks when the budget process will start; information is at the Office of CFO, city of Spokane website. 60 page doc on line that takes it down from 400 pages, it explains where the city is and the budget information.  Also has data for the past 8 to 10 years.  Public hearings start the first week of November, Thursdays from 3:30 to 5 PM.
Tim Burns:  How does it affect his job?  He thanks the council, mayor and community at large.  To him the office is alive and breathing.  Last year in June complaints spiked so there is a need.  This year it has been consistent, but reports for this month are at 14 or 15.  Welcome comments and complaints. He is not going anywhere and is committed.  

5. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. Spent $50 for the Neighborhood Beautification Awards. There is $321.31 in checking and $7149.71 in savings. Award for Scott Grayban for house beautification. Receives a sign and a $35 gift card.  Rich Weaver and Mark Bird also receive an award. Will continue this is 2012.  Lots of people are cleaning up the neighborhood.  Bright spots take away from the blight.
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min. – No Report
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 3 Min.- The new Executive Director will visit next month with us.  New Director is selected. Legal offer of salary is not disclosed.  She will not say anything that is undiplomatic.  A suggestion was made that we open up the Community Center at night and that maybe the center budget should be reviewed.  Kelly suggested volunteers to help at the Center. Kelly met with Kim after the meeting.  She has worked in depressed neighborhoods and did some innovative programs; she also has grant writing experience that should draw money to the ctr.  She is ready to work with us as well. Kelly thanks Rose for attending the meetings and bringing back the news.
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 7 Min.
Went over draft NAC which is at the neighborhood, will be posted at the ctr and at the cop shop.  Trying to limit the cost of printing so we do not use all of our money.  There will be an open house 10/27 6 to 8 at Native Project and future workshops.  The group wants to present to council in December to have it complete by end of year.  Call or email Kelly with comments, email and phone stated. 

5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min.
20.88 tons used $1961.03 used for the last cleanup.  Handed out 109 passes, 73 were used, 36 unused. Only 10 went above $40, in future will probably only use $25 passes. Fund used to date $4038.36 used.  $1600 for clean green extra $2441.61 clean green on 10/22 at Bridge and Nettleton.  9 to 1 pm. Need volunteers and remember to help neighbors, may have compostable bags as well.  $24 for containers $35 for tipping hauling 58.60, hourly wage 53.6.  Still have some CDBG dollars if necessary.  Put clean green on postcard for planning.  Can we get signage to announce clean-up events at the Cop Shop. 

6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 7 Min.
Talked to Taylor, we have official approval for Council Ring, 3 different contractors bids will be due soon. Nettleton, small works roster was passed to make things possible for better fiduciary responsibility.  Will be done with work roster and or sidewalks soon.  Where is our park furniture, will not happen this year?  A letter will be sent to the Mayor and Leroy Eady.  Our park furniture just sitting there and people not happy. In future we will be listed as the contributors.  Lets revamp this issue of how things get done. 
7. Community Development Review (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 10 Min
Budget for CD Dollars is 75,720, $11,358 for Public Service.  The meeting will be held 10/25 and Nov 1 at Monroe Ct 901 N Monroe, 6 to 8 pm. Will be passing out books, anyone can read the book, but we are not printing a book for each person.  Advised no community centers closing at this point.  Parks will not make cuts, so we can still fund them.  Thanks to the people who supported parks not being cut. Gave personal info to have people contact with any questions.

Standing Items with No Report This Month

8. George Mulchan Award

9. Sidewalks

10. Communications Committee

11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Banner Committee 
15. Public Safety
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:
Spokane Public District PFD Expansion - 15 Mins – Staying competitive and creating jobs.  This has been an arduous process, tying to stay competitive with other places.  In order to remain competitive we need to add 97,000 square feet (offices, meeting rooms, facilities) show off river as well.  Make river more user friendly and have a stewardship. The arena needs700 more seats to pull in larger concerts.  The proposal will be presented to voters in April.  This is an autonomous board, 2012 want to go to the voters to ask for another 10 year tax break.  Regular demand for meeting space directly to the exhibit hall, naturalize the bank of the river and reduce geese and people incidents.  Committed to sustainable practices, spokanepfd.org, Arena is meant to be expandable, so we can add those seats with more ease, add 750 seats.  We have sold out on several venues this way we can have more attractions, will add more amenities.  They are an economic entity for the area. 173 million dollars, 2200 jobs, add 800 more jobs (400 in construction) cost 65 million dollars.  No new taxes to the people.  Website will have all of this information.  Ballot issue that would allow the group to continue to collect .01 cent and 2% of lodging tax.  Any money in collaboration with the city with regards to the Division corridor?  There will be a sunset clause to extend for 10 years.  Joe Albi is not part of this.  Public comment is it wanted?  Perhaps a survey mechanism.  Parking is a major problem, will there be anything to help with this?  Buses? Garage has never been full. Mark the centennial trail better.  
Keith Kelly, Whitworth University, Community Involvement – 5 Mins – Not available
Rachel – Habitat Laision – North side of Sandifur bridge, conservation area Monroe to Bridge.  Background as a litigant with the city she is in favor of Greenstone.  City has a land statute for habitat; land and wildlife.  Lots of wildlife in the area, trout spawning habitat, wants to study the impacts of development.  Bids have been low to survey shore-line, goal is to reduce impacts of development. People who have knowledge of wildlife areas should contact her. She will produce a habitat management plan as soon as possible. Draft will be available for public comment.  Her goal is to be able to represent the neighborhood.  She does live in the neighborhood.  Did River Run have an impact?  She will be providing feedback and when there are any hearings. Sandifur is a wild life bridge and a wildlife corridor. 328-1087 and rdpaschal@earthlink.net.  Please send comments to her.  Will try to have a consultant at the next meeting?
6.      Unfinished Business
7.
New Business

8.
Public Forum

$2500 grant for Promise neighborhoods and Spokane was named one of the top 100 cities for young people. 

Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 6:00 pm at The Native Project

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm at The Native Project


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting


Tuesday after WCNC meeting each month – contact wcnchair@yahoo.com for time and place

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

West Central Neighborhood Planning Meetings -  

1st Thursday of the month, 6:30 pm, at the Native Project 1803 W. Maxwell Avenue

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 

3rd Saturday of each month – 9 a.m. at the Frontier West Restaurant at 2121 N. Division

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

