WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday November 9, 2011

6:30PM @ West Central Community Center
                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org 
1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 
Attendees: Joanne Austin, Jeff Barnes, Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, George Engelhard, Judith Gilmore, Scott Grayban, Daniel Herbers, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Steve Kounkel, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, Sister Ann Pizelo, Cheryl Steele, JoAnn Stewart, Larry Swartz, Jason Wheaton. 
Excused: Ken Cruz and Helen Sandifur.
Absent: George Craig, Judy Craig, Rich Culnane, Joy Peltier-Jones, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Andy Rathbun, Dorothy Spoerhase, Louise Stamper, Kaye Turner. 

Guests: Steve Corker, Tracey Douglas, Tim Burns
2. Approval of October 2011 Minutes and November 2011 Agenda: Minutes and agenda passed (JoAnn approved, Sister Ann seconded). A motion was made to bring sidewalks to #8 on the agenda.  (Scott made the motion, JoAnn seconded, motion passed.)
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

It appears that the results of voting will not change.  Proposition #1 is losing by 400 votes. District #2 is being led by 200 votes; there are 18,000 ballots left to count.  The City Council is still working on the budget.  There is an 8 million dollar shortfall. Public Safety is still at the top, there was no one at the public hearing recently.  Phase two of the CANPAC process is complete.  The budget will come up for vote in December. Water rates will be reviewed as well as they are finding that it is not as fair as people thought it would be with regards to billing.  There is a good narrative of the Mayor’s budget information at the city website.  
It was announced that Steve Salvatori will be our new City Council Representative his number is 509-944-0527 and email is steve.s@spokanecenter.biz.

4. Ombudsman: The office is open and they want to hear about law enforcement concerns and issues.  www.spdombudsman.org.

5. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. No exp, same as last month 321.31 in checking and 7149.71 in savings
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.  

CANPAC for planning process is ready for the next set of neighborhoods, civil infraction updates on land use codes were not moved and they are cleaning up the language in the document. 
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 3 Min.
They are developing a Strategic planning committee to figure out what the purpose is of WCCC, anyone can be on it.  Can e-mail and call Kim 323-7480 and e-mail kferraro@wccda.net.  She wants to hear about problems, no set time for the meeting. Kelly will contact her.  There will be a meeting to plan how centers will be funded and what services they will offer.  No set meeting times as of yet. Women’s clinic may be moving out. Rick Harris had 700 people at the Halloween party and Real Life, a non-denominational religious group helped out. They have done a lot in the neighborhood. Clancy and The Maxwell house did not give any money to West Central for the Halloween Party, this year.  They were supposed to cater Don Higgins retirement party and this arrangement was cancelled.  WIC is in trouble too, some people cannot afford to ride the bus @ $1.50 one way.  There are problems with money all over the place.  NC is starting a program with the juvenile court they will work with these kids on student plans to get back on the right track this can help with truancy, diversion.  This group will be using WCCC.  There is a communications sub-committee meeting contact Kacey Fielder for communications.  
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 5 Min.
End of the process is near, there was some confusion as to where the cards went.  There was an Open house on 10/27/11. The group met 11/3/11 to use remaining of the money, Final Open house for planning on 12/14/11 to discuss the final plan.  This is a culmination of 3 years of work by 12 to 15 members, final meeting next Thursday 11/17.  After the final open house the plan will move onto the City Council.  People at the city are interested in seeing our final project. The website www.wcnplanning.com has all of the documents for your perusal.  
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Mins – They will final numbers soon for all of the clean ups this year.  They did not have to tap into additional CDBG dollars.  Dan would like to do another alley clean-up but wants to have more volunteers. 
6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 5 Min. North Bench bids for council rings (15k over budget) Taylor indicated that we are going forward and they did sign a contract.  We will be breaking ground within the next few weeks.  We will find the other funds.  There will be no park furniture installed this year.  Garry and Hillyard was told the same thing.  Nettleton Triangle – a few hiccups, will get ball rolling early next year.  Nettleton will have the most impact for visual in the neighborhood.  Letter to parks about the furniture. There is $70k worth of CDBG money tied up in parks projects.
7. Community Development Review (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 30 


Public Service Requests
There is a dwindling food supply for people in need, but kids are not getting the guidance they need and that is what WCCC will do.  We need to develop values for our children and let them know that we care.  We need to build communities from the inside out.  The WCCC provides that structure and accountability for the children of West Central.  Scott made a motion to take the $3000 from Second Harvest and put it to WCCC and take the $1358 from WCCC and place it to Second Harvest.  Discussion: Jeff brought up the fact that he does not understand why COPS is getting funding.  Louise made a motion to approve the Public Service Allocations with Scotts motion.  Rose seconded.  Motion passed with 19 for and 4 abstentions.

Group


Amount

Granted
Catholic Charities

$5,000


$0

CHAS


$6060


$0


Fulcrum


$2500


$1500


COPS West


$1700


$1000

Project Joy


$1000


$0

Second Harvest

$4000


$1358
SNAP


$4000


$1500

Transitions


$2000


$1000

Hope House (VOA)

$2000


$1000

West Central CC

$6000


$3000
YWCA


$1000


$1000

Total Allocated:




$11358.00
Capital Improvements

The money for Surge is good faith money as there is TIF money available to complete the lights and the TIF dollars will cover the remaining cost of the project.  There was a suggestion that we ask the city to repair the lights that have burnt out. Rose moved to approve allocations and Luann seconded.  Motion passed with 20 for and 2 abstentions.

Project


Requested

Allocated
Planning 


$14,500.00

$14,500.00
Sidewalks 


$13,500.00

$13,500.00
Surge


$  1,697.00

$  1,697.00
Nettleton


$  2,000.00

$  2,000.00
Street Trees


$  1,000.00

$  1,000.00
CDNC 


$  1,665.00

$  1,665.00
Home Rehab


$30,000.00

$30,000.00
Total Allocated:




$64,362
8. Sidewalks – Kelly Cruz – 5 Min. - The timeline has been moved up, we need the report done by 12/9/11.  We will be doing a sidewalk survey, there were10 that did not get done from the past report.  If you know of a bad sidewalk contact Kelly.  The higher the lift the bigger the priority. 2703 Sharp Joann’s sidewalk was brought up.
Standing Items with No Report This Month
9. George Mulchan Award

10. Communications Committee

11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Banner Committee 
15. Public Safety
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:
Tracy Douglas – NRO – 15 Minutes – It is still business as usual, cops will still come out to make a report.  They just cannot investigate it or follow-up.  They can catch burglars with fingerprints or people see them leaving and can identify them.  There is no hiring or replacing people who are leaving. For transfers there has been 1 detective to patrol, 5 to fraud, and 3 to sexual assault.  A few to statistical issues (targeted crimes unit) stolen cars, burglaries, they are hoping to reestablish the unit in 2013. Broadway foods coke machine bombing; there was no good descriptions of those who blew up the machine.  There were security cameras on the inside and not out.  No one has heard anything no leads or fingerprints.  Dutch Jakes garbage can was a false report.  They have cleaned up 16 drug houses, 2300 w, gardner is closed, 2718 w sharp meeting. 13 people living in her house are  working on abatement.  Prosecutors said the home owners are not responsible for their tenants.  There was an arrest from the house for domestic violence.  There will a meeting on 11/15/11. Statistics for West Central: Assaults were 111 this year and last year was101, city 1243. Commercial burglaries 40 this year, 29 last year increase 38%.  City 500, garage 31/29 7% 744 for the city.  Residential 111/100, 11%, city 1479, malicious mischief 123/184 last year drop 33%, city 1769. Robberies 31/21 48%, 262 for city, shop lifet 327/322 5022 for city. Veh prow 208/270 down 23% 3815 for city, vehicle theft 80/91 last year down 12% 1511 for city. Commercial robberies 1, 2 last year, 86 for city.  Statistics are on city’s website and cops website. “We have seen a lot of good things coming from West Central.  Cops have complained about lights being out as well. No vandalism at Dutch Jakes. Jeff does not believe that the number is not correct.  Police officers are not coming out for reports.  Mobile home, drug dealing, cooked in the alley.  Tracy advised that will not always get police to respond.  Jeff believes that people are not reporting, why should we tell people to call;  (squeaky wheel gets the grease, stats will not be correct if people do not report it.  So much violence cops have too much to do.  But it is mine and ours to patrol, Block get together and watching people deal drugs and cops are told and they move on.  Gardner and Maple Brick house on set it up for a Tuesday, pitching tents on the lawn. Drug house work is hard to work, referring to drug unit, hit house with search warrant or legal eviction of property owners.  To stop a car must have a traffic violation.  People are using the system which has hindering laws.  What can we do to protect ourselves?  Kay has been robbed 3 times in the last two weeks.  She bought a night vision camera, making perpetrators nervous.  Barb has volunteered with COPS West since 1996.  We can do a class action suit (safe streets); power in numbers $25 dollar filing fee and a booklet, no lawyers.  City attorneys are not abating nuisance houses.  The city will abate only with drug issues. Houses that are in foreclosures are almost impossible to take care of. Cheryl did 3 in the day, garnished pay checks.
Mr. Sodden – Spokane County Transit Authority – 10 Minutes – No Presentation
6.      Unfinished Business
7.
New Business

8.
Public Forum

Announcements/Reminders

The group recognized Kim Ferraro as the new Director of the West Central Community Center.  She stated that she is enjoying her position and loves the staff.  The board is wonderful and that she wants us to come to regular meetings of the board the second Tuesday of the month at WCCC.

12/1/11 The infill task force will be meeting

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 6:00 pm at WCCC, Celebrity Room
     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm at The Native Project


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting


To Be Announced
     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

West Central Neighborhood Planning Meetings -  

1st Thursday of the month, 6:30 pm, at the Native Project 1803 W. Maxwell Avenue

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 

3rd Saturday of each month – 9 a.m. at the Frontier West Restaurant at 2121 N. Division

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

