WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday January 11, 2012

6:30PM @ West Central Community Center

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org 

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 
Attendees: Jeff Barnes, Brad Chinn, George Craig, Kelly Cruz, Ken Cruz, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Scott Grayban, Daniel Herbers, Jen Hussey, Steve Kounkel, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Diane Morse, Dorothy Spoerhase, Cheryl Steele, JoAnn Stewart, Larry Swartz, Marcia Thompson, Kaye Turner, Jason Wheaton.

Excused: JoAnn Austin, Louise Chadez, Judith Gilmore, Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, Joy Peltier-Jones, Sister Anne Pizelo, Andy Rathbun, Helen Sandifur.
Absent: Judy Craig, Rich Culnane, George Engelhard, Kay Howard, Christine Kimball, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Louise Stamper.
Guests: Barbara Bonner, Irene Knopes, Nancy McLaughlin, Steve Salvatore. 
2. Approval of December 2011 Minutes and January 2012 Agenda: a quick change was made to add Jason to the Agenda, agreement with the city. Minutes and agenda were approved. 
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

Nancy notes that Steve Salvatore is very pleasant and easy to work with. They will be switching attendance with us and Emerson Garfield.  They had their first City Council meeting, it will be a fun Council.  Dynamics have changed, but people are blending in.  Had finance committee report there was a ½ a cent in sales growth for taxes.  The city is already in the hole for next year.  The new Mayor’s emphasis will be in public safety and streamlining business.  Steve is thrilled to be here and states that he has big shoes to fill; he wants to be available to people.  The Council is giving Mayor a little bit of time to get settled and aware of legislation and issues, water rates will be first to take a look at then:  Complete streets, the Noise Ordinance Review, and Car Tabs. Steve was supportive of car tabs, incremental $20. Thought it was just a car thing, but it is for motorcycles, cars, trailers, this is how the state law is written. Scott suggests a street bond instead. Dr. DeWood asks if bikes are ever going to get licensed.  Bike riders contribute to the environment, bike riders are doing the nation a great service as they do not use oil, set up so quality of life and pollution is improved.  Is car tab tax going toward to a vote of the people?  New Mayor is against car tab tax if went to a vote now it may not have passed. Steve adds that car tab is included. We are getting less street dollars than we got 25 years ago. This might be a state issue or law. Nancy: 625-6256, cell 991-2395, nmclaughlin@spokanecity.org. Steve: ssalvatore@spokanecity.org 944-0527, office: 625-6291.

4. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min.  There is $321.31 in checking,  $7167.34 in savings.
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.  
Mayor Condon came to the first meeting, committed to working with the neighborhoods and we hope to have him at a meeting soon. Clean-up Orientation is coming up soon. There was a Sergeant from the police dept who talked about police going back to a precinct type format and having officers at our meeting.  
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 3 Min.
Adrian Dominguez from the Health Department presented.  Our people our low income and uneducated, education is the solution.  Dorothy Webster is no longer with the city.  There is an internal audit report from the center that will soon be online.  Computer lab is open from 9:30 to 3 PM.  Rose passed around a flyer prepared by Rick Harris to advise on what is going on with the center.  They have a lot of programs and are not like a grange.  They are having a problem getting info out.  Rose toured the facility and met with community access members, maybe we can work with them. The Deaconess program is moving out on 1/23, but the center may have a deal with Providence.  Deaconess is moving onto Rockwood but still owe us through 2013. Jan Penney is now Assistant Director. 
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 7 Min.
Some issues with the language in the draft so there is going to be another few meetings.  We are adjourning for two more meetings Jan and Feb. The first meeting will be held on the 19th at Monroe Court. The discussion is that we painted too much of a stark issue.  85% draft out soon. Feb 16th @ 6:30 PM. City departments were pleased overall but do have some suggestions. No negativity to it, just some clarification. Some issues are tone, tense. We are socially very rich, but perhaps not economically. Slumlords are still a problem. Neighborhood precinct officers need to be aware of transient populations. This is citizen driven.  If we are not happy with a problem house we can do a class action suit against the landlord.
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min.
January 31 is the orientation for clean-up.  Same available finances for clean-up. Set up time frame for dump passes and volunteer clean-up for Bloomsday. May need money to help pay for gas. Have CDBG money for clean-up. Not limted to the Bloomsday course.  Will go to local businesses. Make a motion with friendly to allot $250.00 date TBD. Motion passes. Greenstone will donate to this, Kaye donates $50. WCCC realizes that the absent of the paper is having an effect on West Central, will do electronic. Clear Concise and Short.
6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 5 Min.
Kaye and Jason were invited to a committee for the extension of the Centennial trail from Bridge to Boone.  Steve Hanson, Lead Engineer would like to do a presentation.  Kelly met with Taylor about the North Bench project as the bid came back at over $76,000. Kelly will be meeting with the Mayor about parks issue.  Perhaps we can issue a formal letter of disappointment. CD wants to see a quick turnover and usage of the money.  Why is the North Bench coming in at so much.  We built a permanent structure (the barbeque shelter) and it was only $58,000.  There was only one bid. Next Wednesday is the Parks Meeting @ 6:30 PM at WCCC.
7. Community Development Review (CDBG) – Dr. DeWood/Jen Hussey – 5 Min 
Slight changes to the budget approved by executive board.  CDNC salary was removed and added to the Broadway Project as there was only 20% of the budget designated to Administrative costs of which the Planning dollars is included.  The recommendations of the Council will be presented to the CD board on January 19th. George moved to approve and the change passed. 
8. Elections –Scott Grayban – 10 Mins
Scott advised that no one new running for office.  Cheryl wanted to run for member at large. Elections will be held at the February meeting.  A special thanks to the committee. If you want to run for office contact Scott.
9. Promise Neighborhoods – Kelly Cruz - 5 Mins
Kelly stated that the group did not get the grant they applied for; this will present to the committee the opportunity to retrench and continue to work. Joy is co-chairing and anyone is welcome to join committee.  It was a big task to apply for this $500,000 dollar grant. Whitworth will be assisting again with grant and data. 
10. Public Safety – Jen Hussey -5 Mins
The committee is starting back up after concerns have been voiced; perhaps we can partnership with Cops West and WCCC.  It will be a committee of action not just ideas. Jeff and Cheryl agree to co-chair, they will work together to develop a plan and a statement of purpose.  We can also work towards grants, etc.  The following people signed up for the committee: Jen Hussey, Scott Grayban, Cheryl Steele, Jeff Barnes, Ken Cruz, Bonnie McInnis, JoAnn Stewart, Dorothy Spoerhase.
Standing Items with No Report This Month

11. George Mulchan Award

12. Communications Committee

13. By-Laws Committee
14. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
15. Banner Committee 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:
Greenstone Traffic – Jason Wheaton – 10 Mins

Households in the neighborhood received a letter in the mail regarding traffic issues with Greenstone.  There is a new street on Cedar with a table top intersection flush with corners. Dropped power lines from the trail, took a year and a half while working with Avista who were incredibly supportive.  New product being built and a larger building is under construction. Working with the city, hearing examiner finding, traffic mitigation, formalize a development agreement, they did a traffic study as well.  March/April of last year, city passed a fee requiring every developer to pay a fee. This is a bonding mechanism for improvement and an interim parking agreement as there is shared parking for the area.  They have 1300 parking spaces in the commercial district;  further information is on the city website or greenstones. 
6.      Unfinished Business
7.
New Business

Native Project Letter 
They did not get funded this year from the city as there was a problem with paperwork? Suggest a letter of support from the neighborhood as it is the only clinic in the neighborhood and it is important that we support them. Rose made a motion that we write a letter of support for The Native Project and it was approved.  

8.
Public Forum

Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 6:00 pm Location TBA

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – TBA
     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting


contact wcnchair@yahoo.com for time and place

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

West Central Neighborhood Planning Meetings -  

1st Thursday of the month, 6:30 pm, Location TBA

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 

3rd Saturday of each month – 1 pm Jack and Dan’s on Hamilton.
Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

