WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday, February 8, 2012
6:30PM @ West Central Community Center
                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org 

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 
Attendees: JoAnn Austin, Jeff Barnes, Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Ken Cruz, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Scott Grayban, Kay Howard,  Jen Hussey, Steve Kounkle, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Sister Anne Pizelo, Andy Rathbun, Helen Sandifur, Cheryl Steele, Jo Ann Stewart, Larry Swartz, Jason Wheaton.
Excused: Judith Gilmore, Kaye Turner, Melissa Mohr.
Absent: Judy Craig, Rich Culnane, George Engelhard, Christine Kimball, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Joy Peltier-Jones, Dorothy Spoerhase,  Louise Stamper, Marcia Thompson.
Guests: Steve Corker, Steve Salvatore, Barbara Bonner, Tim Burns.
2. Approval of January 2012 Minutes and February 2012 Agenda: Correction: Add Judith to January minutes as excused. Passed
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

Monday the City Council had a meeting which involved the resolution to save the Jensen Byrd building, they rejected the resolution and the building will not be saved, can contact Steve. Passed police reform resolution. The Fire Fighters contract was rejected will start negotiations again.  City Council has not rejected a contract for a few decades.  Sales tax down another half percent, contract was based on a 3% growth. Publicly the Fire Fighters want to still talk.  Paper had a good explanation as to what was going on with the 29th contract.  May have to go to arbitration, the City is on the downside of things and may lose and have to pay more. There were positive comments for the City council for their decision making process for the Jensen Building.  
Ombudsman Report: Mr. Burns gave gratitude to council and community for their efforts to strengthen the office.  He was encouraged at council meeting for the public testimony on the office’s behalf.  They are on schedule to bring the annual report for 2011. There will be a February 20th Public Safety meeting at 1 PM. There will be a presentation of a greater magnitude for a 45 min presentation at the City Council Meeting; which will still be meeting even though it is President’s day. Cops need to walk around, not just sit in cars or cruising.  When will we see body cameras? Police will start coming to meetings for neighborhood councils. Perhaps they can get a grant writer to help get more money for equipment.  Supporting documents for this have been presented

4. Committee Reports

1. Elections – Scott Grayban – 10 Min.

Running for office: Kelly Cruz, Chair: Joann Stewart, Vice Chair: Jen Hussey, Secretary: Luann DeWood, Treasurer: Dr. Marcus DeWood, CDBG.  There are three people running for the two Member at Large positions: Dan Herbers, Bonnie McInnis, and Cheryl Steele. The Floor opened for nominations and Louise Chadez put her name in for CDBG.  Everyone was reminded that only two people can be appointed for the Member at Large positions. Members voted and the votes were tabulated.  Kelly, Joann, Jen, Luann, and Dr. DeWood will retain their positions. Daniel Herbers will retain the one Member at Large position and there was a tie for the other between Bonnie and Cheryl.  After a re-vote, Bonnie will retain the other Member at Large position.
2. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. 

There is $321.31 in checking, $7167.34 in savings. It was mentioned that those who pledged money to the volunteer clean-up can send it to Luann. 

3. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.  

Kelly attended; Parks is working on the master program for River Front Park, it is possible that they are looking to relocate the carousel away from the trail. It was noted that the Amphitheater is costing more money to maintain then it makes and that they should come up with more uses.  The economic analysis shows that the park is losing money every year.  It was discussed that Parks needs to address the safety issues with the park; Howard Street by the fountain is a bridge with the guard rail down the center. It has a less than one rating as a bridge. If the center of the bridge was cordon off they can stay at a 1 rating, the bridge needs to be replaced as soon as possible. Kelly asked when it would be repaired if we are going to be having more traffic.  Perhaps it will be just a pedestrian bridge.  They are also looking at iconic things in the park that they want to maintain. This will go to the public, and we will make sure it comes here. 5 years ago they were supposed to add on to the carousel. Parks foundation is looking to help with the carousel.  A Science center much like the Pacific Science Center in Seattle is a possibility. 
4. West Central Community Development Association – Andy Rathbun – 3 Min.
Kim Ferraro is the New Director, Jan is the Assistant Director.  Deaconess has pulled out of the center and moved elsewhere, they were half the reason for the expansion of the center which led to expensive modifications for them. Negotiating with Providence which is in its infancy, what about CHAS? Can we expand Native Health for Women? Deaconess is still paying their lease. Need to find a group that goes with the mission of the center Cross programs with Native and Providence?
5. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 5 Min.
Planning meeting was on Jan 19th went over some language we are at 85% for the finished plan, hoping for 90% for the stakeholders which the next meeting in on 2/16/12 @ 6:00 @ Monroe Court. It was noted that the Consultant is eager to complete it as is Kelly and the rest of the group.
6. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 5 Min.
Orientation was on the 31st, Bonnie, Bea, Jenny and Dan attended. 

Dates for Clean-up: June 9th Dump passes, no appliance pick up in summer, but 9/15 for another dump pass, clean green has not been effective as it is not enough time for the leaves to fall. Maybe we could do another special event instead? Release forms will be available for properties and volunteers. Can we print up permission papers? Need to verify with Jonathan and the city about permission forms. In Community Assembly, Jonathan stated that there will be officers to go through the neighborhood to pinpoint problem properties. A resident would love to help donate gas money to have someone help her clean-up. Can we hand deliver flyers to let people know about dump passes, Code Enforcement has a number of forms for flyers for advertising and there is more than one avenue to this. Can we have Jonathan come to the next meeting? Can we still do a mailing? Community Assembly highlighted West Central in a newsletter, we want as much information about neighborhood events and then we can send it out, we only get one chance a year. Can we have dumpster’s located through-out West Central, Can they be monitored? How do other neighborhoods do it and make it work? People have trouble hauling it? How can we combat Landlords dumping? It was noted that it is illegal to place garbage in another person’s receptacle. Scott suggests to get the tally, lets get a list of tenant addresses verses landlords, is there is not such a list. A study was done with WSU; you can go to the assessor’s office to get the property and resident address. We can compile to make our own list which will be 98% accurate. Scott is willing to take this on. We can help tenants that are disabled that cannot clean-up. We have always been willing to help others too. There was a memo that went out regarding an extra $200 for working with hardships. Special event 28th or 29th put gas costs on credit card and then figure it out to be reimbursed, hoping to get motorcycle club to volunteer as well. It was noted that we cannot go on someone’s personal property, unless we have their permission. We can use up to $1000 worth of passes. We received $6500 last year; last meeting asked about other $1500 can be used for all clean-up. How many single family homes are there? The answer about 4400. 
7. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 3 Min.
There is a meeting scheduled with Taylor tomorrow to talk about the Council Ring.  From the Parks committee a letter about the furniture was drafted that will be sent to city folks to ask that the park furniture be in by neighbor days. CD wants us to get projects off the list.  Parks committee will be meeting Wednesday February 15th at 6:30 pm at WCCC. Letter was moved and passed along with the letter will be added with the list of what was ordered and where it will be placed. 
8. Community Development (CDBG) – Dr. DeWood/Jen Hussey – 1 Min.
CD was happy with our budget and enjoyed our visit and our working and sharing suggestions with other neighborhoods. Some neighborhoods are working on sidewalk collaboration with other neighborhoods to get the CETAB money to stretch out a little further.  Homeowner is responsible for the maintenance of the sidewalk? We do a survey with a criteria list. We do not make it the homeowners responsibility, but we would like to help with Holmes and the Park but that is like $40k to do a block. 

9. Public Safety- Cheryl Steele and Jeff Barnes – 10 Min. – 
The Public Safety Meeting will be held on Monday, February 27th at 7 PM. @ Cheryl’s house on 2105 Boone. 3 bikes and a trailer were stolen out of Jeff’s yard, at A and Summit there was a car fire. Kay passed around a picture of a man who has been stealing from her. 
Standing Items with No Report This Month
10. George Mulchan Award
11. Communications Committee

12. By-Laws Committee
13. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
14. Promise Neighborhood Program 
15. Banner Committee 
16. Sidewalks
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:
6.      Unfinished Business
7.      New Business 
Our Place annual fundraiser on 3/22, “You cannot take it with you” Gonzaga can get tickets from Louise or Sister Anne. Silent auction, tickets are $22. 
Surge project regarding the wild unmaintained grass, Kelly talked to them and they stated they can cut the grass but it will grow back, property owners signed MOU’s can we transplant? Kelly needs to check? 

8.
Public Forum

Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 6:00 pm at The West Central Community Center, Celebrity Room
     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm Location - TBA

1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting – To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 3rd Saturday of each month – 1 pm Jack and Dan’s 
Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

