WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday, March 14, 2012
6:30PM @ West Central Community Center
                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org and SpokaneWCNC.org for our personal.
1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 
Attendees: JoAnn Austin, Louise Chadez, Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Ken Cruz, Scott Grayban, Kay Howard, Daniel Herbers, Jen Hussey, Steve Kounkle, Rose Matisse, Jenny Mele, Sister Anne Pizelo, Cheryl Steele, Joann Stewart, Marcia Thompson, Jason Wheaton.
Excused: Jeff Barnes, Judith Gilmore, Bonnie McInnis, Melissa Mohr, Dorothy Spoerhase, Larry Swartz, Kaye Turner.
Absent: George Craig, Judy Craig, Rich Culnane, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, George Engelhard, Joy Peltier-Jones, Christine Kimball, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Andy Rathbun, Helen Sandifur, Louise Stamper.
Guests: Brad Arleth, Ian Bennington, Barbara Ann Bonner, Time Burns, Heather Trautman, Mary Fryback, Irene Knopes, Vern Lewis.
2. Approval of February 2012 Minutes and March 2012 Agenda: The minutes and the agenda were approved unanimously.
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS – No Report
4. Brad Arleth, Captain Spokane Police Department – 
As part of Mayor Condon’s initiative a Police Officer is to attend every neighborhood council meeting in order to learn about issues that affect every neighborhood. The Police Chief is diligently working to make the Police Department more open. The Police Department should be efficient, effective, and should have an unbiased approach.  The Department should be held accountable so that people will be safe and should have the best possible service with as many resources as possible. Recently the Department caught the biggest graffiti person who was wanted in five counties. According to Captain Arleth property crimes are still being investigated.  Ian brought up the fact that there should be a stronger police presence near S. Bridge and the Greenstone area. Jason brought up the fact that Greenstone has had a lot fewer problems than at other sites they have built on. Broadway Foods is now closed and is being taken over by the previous owners who are going to reopen and clean the place up. 
5. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. 
There was an expenditure of $40 to Scott for setting up website.
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.
There was a change-up in the city and with the Office of Neighborhood Services; Jonathan Mallahan has moved to the position of Division Director and Heather Trautman is now the acting Director for the Office of Neighborhood Services.  There is the discussion of a Unified Development Code that is going through the City Planning Department. This will result in a possible hearing there are thirty-eight potential amendments, fourteen of which will be major amendments.  This is on the City website and is about 50 pages. 
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 5 Min. March 24th 8:30 to 12:30 PM there is an executive retreat for strategic planning purposes and this will be a closed meeting. Soon the group will have focus groups to ask the neighborhood what the feel should be the direction of the West Central Community Center. Providence does not appear to be interested in renting out the space vacated by the Women’s Clinic, but there is a possibility that Yakima Valley Farm Workers may open one. There was a question as to how the dental program was going with The Native Project. It was noted that the prescription program and the mental health program is suffering at The Native Project because of the City’s lack of funding. 
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 10 Min.
The next planning meeting is scheduled to be on March 22, 2012 @ 6 PM; this meeting will be focusing on Social Health and Land Issues, and hopefully will be a short meeting.  Kelly met the other day with Scott Chesney and Craig Anderson. We do have a commitment from Scott Cheseney to have the memorandum of understanding that will incorporate the language and the suggested map without the hard lines. The City has recognized our plan and the impact it will have.  Kelly was at the planning workshop/Planning Commission meeting and they are moving at breakneck speed to address some of our land use issues. A new proposed ordinance may enable ay Howard and other business owners to finally be able to expand their neighborhood businesses. They will be having a hearing and will get it to the city within the next 60 days. We are part of the pilot project. After the regular meeting we met in executive and voted to retain and attorney if the need arose.  This would be if we needed to go through to the Comprehensive plan or to legally review the MOU.  The idea was to plan for the worst, but hope for the best. The MOU should be at the March 22nd meeting.  Hopefully in April we can present the plan to the WCNC.   Kelly asked for a motion to be made to remove $3400 from an old planning account to the current account to pay AHBL.  Kay moved and Scott seconded. The vote was11 for, 3 against, 3 abstentions; motion passes.  All documents for planning can be found at wcnplanning.com. WCNplanning.com, all documents are there. Next meeting is 6 PM at Monroe Ct. 2nd floor conference or 3rd floor depending on attendance. It was suggested that Scott put a link on our new website to the Parks and Planning pages. 

5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min. 
The alley clean-up will be 4/28 at 8am. will be meeting a Full Tilt (Sidebar near Milford’s) with snacks, dump-trunks 20 $50 dump-passes, have donations for gas, will use a credit card and then have a receipt. Need some fliers from ONS. Will go through the alleys, do not want to go on someone’s properties, use a camera as well before we pick it up. 
6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 5 Min. – 
NB project was way over budget according to the proposed estimate; we are working on an alternate design, stones in a circle with seating.  Larry has found some rocks and there are some basalt borders. Meeting is next wed at 6:30 pm.  Sidewalk for Nettleton will be this spring.  Last week will start installing as soon as the weather is better. Little grove of pine trees at the NE end of the park, need to be thinned out to allow growth. Can we write Doug Clark?
7. Community Development (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 
No Report
8. Public Safety- Cheryl Steele and Jeff Barnes – 5 Min.
The committee wants to work on prevention strategies; safety, fire, NRO.  There first goal is to review the 100 day plan set forth by Mayor Condon.  How can we include a safety watch, try and get together a list of land-lords, talk to Tim Burns about availability. Safe Streets is interesting, but was not given a lot of support, but we can help with this to get property owners to clean-up.  We want to join and work with COPS West for Night Out Against Crime and we want to work with Tim Burns.  The group also wants to get a safety light by Cannon Park.  The next meeting will be Monday March 26th at 6 pm at 2105 W Boone. We need to apply for Photo Red Funds application for AM Cannon, Enhanced cross-walk have a letter from The Native Project to support this endeavor. Is there approval to get the application done by the end of the month, motion passed unanimously.
Standing Items with No Report This Month
9. George Mulchan Award
10. Communications Committee

11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Banner Committee 
15. Sidewalks
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:
Rules and Regulations for Neighborhood Cleanup

Presentation by Heather Troutman 

Interim Director ONS/Code Enforcement             10 Min.

There is a code emphasis project training that is available to residents. It is an opportunity for training with Code Office (David Lok), it helps to observe and to learn what is a violation, what the process is and what the penalties are. With regards to clean-up we always need to stay on the public right away.  Stay by the telephone pulls in the center. To be on private property you must have permission. Expectation of privacy, people have a right to expect that people will not intrude on their property. People use alleys as an extension of their garages we may think it is junk, but to them it is not.  If it is questionable ask. Is there a standard form to have them sign? Yes. There is a waiver for the volunteers as well. Items that are weathered deteriorating ect can be removed.  Some people will appreciate it, others will not. Yard waste people may not want to throw it away as it can be compost or mulch. Good idea to have a camera. The city can keep penalizing if people do not comply. 90% comply within the first complaint.  Harold and Mary do complaints at COPS West, there is a case number. Someone asked if the city can put the address with the case number? Not with postcards, because they can find out where it is or deliver it to the person who is guilty.  Per city ordinance a home can only 4 animals max. There are hoarders and with some can we involve the fire marshal? We are disappointed that we have not enough teeth. Possible outdoor storage ordinance?  Have the neighborhood involved with code enforcement. Knock on the door and talk to them. Abatements are much curtailed.  They try to work with the coordinator lots of resources etc. It is a complaint driven process. Papers on abandoned cars to hand out during the clean-up. Cops West needs $1200 dollars 4/12/12 4 to 9 pm, COPS West Pizza fundraiser. 
Design Review of Centennial Trail 

Presentation by Jason Wheaton                             15 min.

Greenstone Homes

Centennial Trail Phase 1 – Most of the trail will be in the alignment of Ohio Street, Elm Street to Cedar, extending all the way to Monroe.  Phase II will be a semi-permanent trail.  The rail will be incorporated into the businesses and they want it to look natural on the bluff, minimize maintenance for the city.  They are starting to grade section currently within next 90 days paved. Signs and site furnishings, open spaces and trails plan.  There will be a park and a section called the Cedar area.  Want to do more along Hamblin and use the TIF money for public improvements.  Want to build more lookouts, more amenities over the bridge. There will be a large plaza next to a restaurant. There will be railings and fences for some of the more dangerous spots. They cannot tell us who the restaurant will be. They are still working with a lot of businesses to grow the area. They will remove the cement pillar on the bluff. When will the trail from Monroe to the Cedar plaza, when will this be done.  City is focusing on this and us; they are assisting in getting us through this process. Getting final permits, grading on all in the next 45 days, may need to remove a few trees and want ADA compliance. There will be artwork as well. Close to the year for a restaurant, also bike racks, and a restroom at the park. There will be parking along the trail.  They are working with the city on the habitat management plan. We are a destination neighborhood and there is a lot of traffic.  Jason is trying to work with the traffic and impact analysis. During the weekend the sales center is open, they invite us to attend. 
6.      Unfinished Business
7.
New Business

Neighborhood Concert

Presentation by Kelly Cruz

Chair - WCNC                                                     5 Min.

8.
Public Forum 
Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 6:00 pm at The West Central Community Center, Celebrity Room
     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm Location - TBA

1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting – To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 3rd Saturday of each month – 1 pm Jack and Dan’s 
Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

