WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday, April 11, 2012
6:30PM @ West Central Community Center

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org 
1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 
Attendees: JoAnn Austin, Jeff Barnes, Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Ken Cruz, Scott Grayban, Daniel Herbers, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Steve Kounkle, Jenny Mele, Melisa Mohr, Sister Anne Pizelo, Helen Sandifur, Dorothy Spoerhase, Cheryl Steele, Joanne Stewart, Larry Swartz, Marcia Thompson, Kaye Turner, Jason Wheaton.
Excused: Judith Gilmore, Rich Culnane.
Absent: George Craig, Judy Craig, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, George Engelhard, Joy Peltier-Jones, Christine Kimball, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Andy Rathbun, Louise Stamper.
Guests: Brad Arleth, Steve Corker, Steve Salvatori, Marshall Clark, Tamara Huntley, Scott Richter, Nancy McLaughlin, Linda Yeomens.
2. Approval of March 2012 Minutes and April 2012 Agenda so moved 
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS
They are always glad to be here. Had a Finance committee meeting today, the City is about 10 million in the rears. In two weeks will talk about water rates which will be lower.  There will be some relief.  On Monday they will be revising their ordinance for ballot issues.  The intent is to make sure that there are accurate ballot titles.  The opposition states that the City is taking their rights away to say whatever they like. Are voting ballots mandatory? It was discussed that there is a cost of $100,000 to do a ballot. The reason we are seeing Measure 1 now, is that they can get the money today if it passes and start construction right away as today’s rate will be locked in. The return on the investment is worth it at this point according to McLaughlin. It is not an increase, but an extension of the tax. If voted in, it will:  provide additional seating at the arena and meeting space at the convention as well as shore improvement. Benefit is paid from the majority of businesses.  CI Shenanigans will be torn down and this is an agreement between them. Say in 2025 they decide the need additional seats, will all of this change? It would still need a vote of the people.  The city will be voting on a study on April 30th.  Cheaper water rates will be great for summer. Rates will be tiered again, but differently depending on how much you use. 4 ½% increase; instead of a 16%. Hopefully people will maintain their lawns with it being a lesser cost.  This is the first of a complete review of utilities.  Sewer cost is higher than water costs at this point.  The cost to retrofit is $2000 for every man, woman and child.  We cannot do this by 2017.  We are looking for alternate ways to make it cheaper. 
4. Police Report – 2500 W Boone Police activity, there was a drug unit from Pullman, Moscow, Lewiston, Clarkston they busted a guy.  There were some thieves in the heart of the neighborhood and they have been captured.  The police have launched an emphasis on four areas where property crimes are rampant; this is not us at this time, but they are targeting this as a pilot project.  Thoughts and prayers go out to the officer’s daughter who was shot. He is happy to bring crime statistics for our neighborhood to the meeting.  Are they still doing a dial up? He believes it is still active. At the county Assessors site you can view maps that list crime, Arleth advises that he is not sure how current that information is, he advised spokanepolice.org has most recent reports. Helen reported something in January and they have never heard anything.  Jeff brought up the mobile meth house and advises that there is a lady making meth deals while they are on the phone to crime check. Can private videos be used?  It has been admissible as evidence in some cases. Is there a place where we can send it? Marshall brought up Safe Streets advising that is how they stopped a drug dealer. 
5. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. – No change in account, same amount. 
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.  – 
The Mayor spoke to the Community Assembly, spoke of water and 100 day plan and how it is coming together.  They are looking to change the mix at city hall to reduce costs and give better services to citizens.
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 5 Min.- They are looking for a strategic plan, what to fund, what priorities are, possible 20% out of budget for next year as well as CD cuts of 20%.  They are starting some volunteer programs. 
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 10 Min. – 
The last planning meeting was held.  The City held a presentation for the Legacy business ordinance, Lewis was the presenter. The Planning Director has committed to certain items and backed out of others. We had a map with some sub area language, with some study areas, but the Planning Department did not agree with the language, so the group decided to go back to the original process with the idea of a Comprehensive Plan Amendment and an overlay zone. We want to come to an amicable agreement with the City Planning Department. The Executive Council did agree with a majority vote to engage an Attorney if needed. Scott motioned to approve, Joann seconded. (16, voted yes, and there were 2 abstentions.  The 99% plan is on the website, wcnplanning.com
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min. – 
On April 28th a clean-up crew will be driving through the alleys with a local motor club.  Clean-up wants to get a much possible completed before BloomsDay. One the 9th of June dump passes will be handed out from 9 to 2 or until gone at COPS West.  It will be posted on the website.  The neighborhood will be getting a mailer soon with a number of announcements as soon as we can get it completed.  Dorothy brought up some old furniture that was by her house, could the owners have done this, but it was the city that picked it up.
6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 5 Min.
There were two people at the last meeting, the Parks Committee sent a letter to Parks, City Council and the Mayor’s office in regards to overdue Parks Furniture, and as a result the Furniture is in.  Our new Parks contact Garret Jones and he is eager to get projects done. North Bench is next. Garrett will be at the next meeting for Parks. There may be some North Bench adjustments to the design.  North Bench is by the old railroad bridge and goes to the Sandifur Bridge; there is a location there that is a natural ring, flat level of ground.  It is on the Westside of the Bridge.  There is map on the WCN parks website.  There is a circle of small stones. There is a $10k grant in process. Nettleton sidewalks will be installed sometime in June; we will then sit down with our consultant and the ecology department in partnering for the Xeri scape demonstration garden.  We will be an example neighborhood. Lilacs are a drought tolerant plant.  This will be a great project for West Central and a great tool for the neighborhood. Can we speak to him about the trees? There will be no thinning of the trees in Cannon Park, this was a Taylor project, no one else knew about it.  We do not want to pursue this at this time. 
7. Community Development (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 1 Min. – No Report
8. Public Safety- Cheryl Steele and Jeff Barnes – 5 Min. 
No one showed up to the last meeting. Scott will be putting all meetings from the agenda on the website. The group meets the last Monday of the month at 6 PM. The next meeting will be April 30th at 2105 W Boone.  
9. George Mulchan – 5 mins Kay Howard, 
Kay contacted the Career Counselor at North Central about this award.  We received one name from her, but she is an exceptional candidate.  We will be sending applications to the school for next year’s candidates to fill out.  The candidate for this year has gone to school in West Central all of her life.  She has a 3.95 grade point average.  Her letter is very well written.  It was decided to invite her to the next meeting so that we can all meet her. She will be going to the University of Washington.  We would like to do this in a timelier manner so that we can recognize the students at the high school awards ceremony.  We also want more people to apply. 
Standing Items with No Report This Month
10. Communications Committee

11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Banner Committee 
15. Sidewalks
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:
Police Ombudsman Presentation – Melissa Nystrom – 15 Min.

Scott Richter Intern with the Ombudsman Office, want us to go to the website to look at the reports.  The website is spdombudsman.org.  A little bit about the office, they accept complaints, interviews, certify internal affairs issues, makes recommendations for improvement.  2011 issues, 15 complaints about excessive force, none found to be correct. Spokane is below national level.  The office received a lot of Internal Affairs reports; the Police Department had 126,000 contacts with citizens, 14,500 citations, 4,000 arrests.  This is less than 2010.  They responded to 6800 domestic violence calls. Tasers were applied 32 times, no complaints, There were 2 incidents of deadly force, both citizens were armed with a weapon, and it was alcohol or drug related. 
Recommendations: US attorney audit review of standards and practices, city council and mayor in support of this as well as labor groups and Police chief.  Adopt a discipline practice, understand the punishments. The office suggests that SPD gets an information officer. Body cameras there is support for this from city administrators, Airway Heights already has these, SPD is working with them. 

For 2012, the office is in the process of researching new forms of civilian oversight.  IA investigations 2008, 2009, 2010 closures will be posted on the website, we can read these.  They still want to increase the visibility of the office as the office is only 3 years old. There are 5 interns in the office, with every school represented. Office is in old city hall 221 N Hall.  Is Tim still in the neighborhood, yes?  First two Wednesdays of the month from 2 to 4, at River Park square the 3rd and 4th Friday of month.  Neighbor Days is 4/28th will there be representation, yes. 
Crime maps: there are a few websites with feeds from the SPD.  Spotcrime.com, spd, mylocalcrime.com these offer a great picture. 
6.      Unfinished Business
7.
New Business
Neighborhood Concert

Presentation by Kelly Cruz

Chair - WCNC                                                     5 Min.
Kelly talked to the new director at the center about a date of 8/23/12 as partner for a concert.  $300 we need $200 to 225, their money will cover the band.  We will do the fliers and the insurance.  It is a good event to bring people together, David Cray is the local artist.  It will be a first time event. 
8.
Public Forum – 1735 Westpoint (Pettet House)
Marshall Clark, 1735 N WestPoint RD. The home sits on 8 ½ acres. It is one of the oldest homes in Spokane.  Mr. Clark will take 5 acres and give it to the Parks Department.  Mr. Clark will be putting house on the historic preservation list for Spokane and will be doing restoration.  Will be 3 ¼ acres left over that will be created into residential lots.  They will be small lots so someone could build on two lots. They will be single family homes and need to be built in a sensitive way for the neighborhood.  Houses will not be able to build past the natural point of the bluff, 6 possible houses total. There is an existing deck that will be removed.  Lots of hammering going on, remodeling the kitchen, etc.  Will there be off-street parking, or will they be parking on the street? City code will dictate off-street parking as you cannot park on that curve. For the build they will combine curb cuts with common driveways.  He is not moving into the house, it will be sold.  It will be private development.  Not sure of what the price will be?  
Linda Yeomens – Thinks we are well organized, passed around a map from 1890.  It is an aerial map; the house is highlighted in yellow.  House built in 1885 not 1872.  Rumors, legends or stories are included in the document of 20 or 30 pages.  William Pettet and Carolyn Pettet bought it in 1885 and built what you see today.  Linda previously thought that the house was added onto and thought that maybe it would not qualify, but she was surprised to find the earliest documentation to show it is the same today.  Found a book that was written by the granddaughters of the Pettets, this house is one of the earliest, but may not be the oldest in Spokane City.  Would take a lot of research to find this information to see if it is the oldest.  Could be any house is West Central as we are the oldest neighborhood.  We can see the map at the Spokane City Library. It is eligible for the Spokane Register at this time. The nomination is the law as well as any information we can find.  There are some financial benefits available, you can spend money and the assessors will lower the value with exemptions.  Can only asses taxes of what was not spent IE 100k worth, impro of 75k can only asses the 25k.  Cannot view the house at this time.  The house can be shown with an appointment in the future possibly.  Is there any story about the turkeys?  There are 32 turkeys that are non-native.  What are the steps, it has been replatted already, now will be dividing to the other short platte process there is not a public hearing, but people who live near will be getting notices. City used to have old township maps that were taken out; there is one at Delicious hamburgers, you can see the house on that map. 
Announcements/Reminders

Ribbon cutting ceremonies on 4/28 at neighbor days for the Park Furniture  
Saturday 14th cleanup at 9 am for river clean-up.

Boris Statue is sporting a Bloomsday tag.  Number is 84,000
STA public presentation at the next council meeting for rezone. 

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 6:00 pm at The West Central Community Center, Celebrity Room
     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm Location - TBA

1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting – To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced
Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 3rd Saturday of each month – 1 pm Jack and Dan’s 
Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

