WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday, May 9, 2012

6:30PM @ West Central Community Center

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org 

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 

Attendees: Joanne Austin, Jeff Barnes, Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Ken Cruz, Rich Culnane, Judith Gilmore, Scott Grayban, Daniel Herbers, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Steve Kounkel, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, Sister Anne Pizelo, Cheryl Steele, Jo Ann Stewart, Marcia Thompson, Jason Wheaton.
Excused: Larry Swartz, Helen Sandifur. 
Absent: Louise Chadez, George and Judy Craig, Luann and Dr. DeWood, George Engelhard, Joy Peltier Jones, Christine Kimball, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Andy Rathbun, Dorothy Spoerhase, Louise Stamper, Kaye Turner.
Guests: Wakan Burrows, Darin Busch, Tracy Douglas, Austin Duesterhoft, Julie Duesterhoft, Jolly Gherhrab, Chris Kuperstein, Scott Richter, Joel Soden, John Towner, Hannah Vaughn.
2. Approval of April 2012 Minutes and May 2012 Agenda 

Approved, no corrections
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS – No Council Report
4. Police Report – Tracey Douglas NRO is present no report prepared.

5. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. – No Report 
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.  
The In-Fill housing ordinance is coming to city council on 6/13/12.  They are trying to formulate a recommendation. Those interested can go to city planning’s website, the group has been working on it for 3 or 4 years and it will affect the entire city with regards to housing.

3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 5 Min.
The West Central Community Center is working on current budgets and shortfalls. There are Zumba activities and kids activities.  Rick Harris is the Director of Activities and he was awarded a civic award at the Chase Youth Commission for his dedication to the youth. Tell him Thank you he does a lot for the Center and is always trying to find funds for additional activities.  The award is well deserved.  They are working on the summer camp schedules. 
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 5 Min.
There is a final Stakeholder meeting from 6 to 7 on May 10, Kelly sat down with Scott Chesney and came to a tentative agreement. The final Open house scheduled on the 29th from 5 PM to 7 PM at the West Central Community. Residents will be getting a postcard encouraging them to come to the open house, let us know if you do not get a card. With regards to the planning department, there was an agreement that they will do regulatory work with us so that there would be no need for the 14,500. That was originally included in the CDBG budget.  As soon as we get the full draft of the plan it will be sent out. 
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 5 Min.
June 9th, dump passes 9 to 2 or until gone at COPS West.  We did have 20 passes that were used for an alley cleanup.  Volunteers had breakfast at the Sidebar.  After breakfast with the help of the Full Tilt Motorcycle Club they were able to cleanup several alleys.  We have over 6k for cleanup from solid waste.  Kelly and Dan did several loads. Kay took a load as did Full Tilt. Overall the group got 4 tons out of the alleys in a 4 hour period. Passes can be picked up at 1801 W Boone for the cop shop.  Can we do it again this summer? Yes we can arrange something.  Lets’ see how  June 9th goes to see what is available in funding. We could do this every weekend and the alleys would fill back up (this is Dan’s opinion).  Bonnie brought up the memo from Jonathan about the $200 for special needs, has it been responded too by us? Not that we are aware of. Dan will talk to Heather or Dave Low. On June 8th COPS Shop are having a shred day though there is no set time yet.  Anyone can bring documents and have them shredded. Cop shop meeting is tomorrow at 2 PM 
6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 5 Min.
Advised about ongoing projects for North Bench and Nettleton; Advised 31k has been allocated for NB with another 6k from previous activities and the possibility of a 10k grant from the Parks Foundation.  Joann and Judith want to look at another project as they feel that perhaps the North Bench is no longer a project that has a useful purpose for CD dollars. The Parks Committee has talked a lot about this and cost. Advised we have already spent 6k for archaeological study as well engineering project. What would it take to bring it back for discussion and a complete reevaluation?  Judith made the motion and Rose seconded it.  Kay advised that the area is used immensely. CD funds could be used for another project, money from the parks foundation would have to back to the Parks Foundation. Melissa advised that it is a useful spot and will be 100 years from now.  Rose remembers a time when we wanted a logo, North Bench is a metaphor for West Central. Jo Ann was down there today and there are some people living down there. We have safety issues and those need to be addressed. 7 years ago students could have taken a bus for teaching, but now the funds are not there to take the bus.  Ken believes that we should be able to go down to the City Council and speak in open forum.  Cheryl feels that people are not valued when they come to the meeting.  Kelly talked about all of the work that has gone into this project, Kelly thinks that we should give Garrett a chance and Scott thinks that we should. The vote was 15 people in favor of revisiting the North Bench Project and 3 against. Motion passes.  Jason has advised that there is a real struggle.  Advised that the park furniture was 1 battle, sidewalks for Nettleton is the second battle and North Bench is the third battle.  We talked about future goals please bring forward ideas. For the Nettleton triangle we have all the dollars and partnerships from ecology etc.  We have more control with Nettleton then with a parks project. Judith is upset that Kelly is getting agreements, Kelly advised that there is no written agreement, just verbal agreements. We have been too informal and things need to be brought back to the body to inform them and allow them to vote on issues.  Kelly reached out to folks for verbals as he was reaching out for money. Our bylaws indicate that if we are thinking about something it needs to be back to the council first. We need approval from the whole body before proceeding. This will be possibly on the agenda for next month.  
7. Community Development (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 5 Min. – Possible Report Next Month
8. Public Safety- Cheryl Steele and Jeff Barnes – 5 Min.
The last meeting was on the 30th, Melissa was from the Ombudsman office was at the meeting.  Talked to Steve Barnes from Holmes to ask about School Watch, he is in favor of it and has been invited to the next meeting. There has recently been a van rolling around and offering kids cookies, keeping watch on the students going to and from school. We should increase the number of block watches in West Central. The group also discussed  police relationships, racial bias, discrimination, and the lack of no prevention strategies in the neighborhood and lack of citizen resources.  We will discuss more at the next Safety Committee.  Jeff had a conversation with some detectives as a neighbor is selling drugs across the street. There are legal issues that prevent them from acting on drug sellers. Meeting is on Memorial Day on the 28th. We may need to forego the May meeting due to Memorial Day.  We had arranged it for the 21st but Cheryl cannot host on this day so we would need another location. We should have a presentation made on the legal issues, can Brad due this?
9. George Mulchan Award – 15 Mins
We have two students from North Central: Hannah Vaughn and Dustin Duesterhoft.  Hannah: has lived in WC her whole life, she mentors at Holmes at MAPS as this was her senior project. She has also helped out with Neighbor Days.  She has been accepted to the University of Washington and this scholarship would mean a lot to her because it comes from the West Central Neighborhood.  She wants to graduate and give back to the neighborhood. She is planning on studying psychology. Her mother works for a dental office father works for Gold Seal Plumbing.  She has a lot of brothers and sisters and she is in the middle.  She has an older brother who has cerebral palsy, has another brother who is trying to graduate and she has a 15 year old brother at North Central.  She may be the only one headed to college.  She has 4 siblings that are younger. She is most proud of her work with MAPS. 
Austin: is a Senior at North Central and he went to Holmes and Glover. He works at the Community Center and he has a two year old daughter. If he receives the scholarship it would mean a lot.  He is going to go to Spokane Community College and go through the Fire Science program.  Currently he supervises and play games with the children, it is paid, but he does volunteer every summer. He rides a bicycle.  He may want to later get additional education. Any experience in Fire Science? All this started with his Senior Project, he went to the Skills Center and was doing Auto Tech and found out that he did not want to do it.  He thinks that putting out fires may be good.  Rose advises that what you want to do is hard to figure out. 
Kay moved that since we have not given out the scholarship for the past two years that we give them both $500 dollar scholarships.  Motion passes unanimously.
Standing Items with No Report This Month

10. Communications Committee

11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Banner Committee 
15. Sidewalks
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:

Joel Soden – Spokane Transit Authority Comprehensive Plan Amendment Presentation 

– 15 Mins

The Comprehensive Plan Amendment Planning Commission has no problem with the proposed changes that the STA is thinking.  Scott asks how can the STA afford this if they are always saying that they do not have enough money for routes?  This area is for underground storage tanks not for new buildings and routes. This is in between the REI parking lot and the area to the north where the office is. This is an effort to clean the area up. This is an opportunity in case it is needed at a later date. Can there be dangerous situations, gases? Joel advised that the STA will follow all guidelines. STA currently owns the property. The question was posed as to why they are not building above ground tanks? It would be a concern for the aquifer to have them built underground. The current tanks are still useful, but they want something more beneficial. Placing tanks below ground is more for a visual.  It is a non-conforming use for parking, we want to zone correctly then improvements can be made and there would be more conforming use. Go to www.spokaneplanning.org, under current planning under Comprehensive Plan Amendment the STA information is there. This will go to city council at the end. It was advised that the City planning website is down and it will be up in a few days. 
6. Unfinished Business

7. New Business: 
West Central was sent a letter last fall asking us to allocate the $14,500 for planning to another viable project. Advised that letter came out in February we voted on it and there was a strong discussion on it, but people were not aware of the letter. Because there was possibly no response from west central, the CD board voted to put the money to sidewalks instead. Kelly advised that the Executive Meeting had a vote not to accept that reallocation of funds. It was discussed that all of the documents (including the original letter) should have been made available to the entire voting body. Melissa brought up that we voted for Kelly and we should trust our elected chair as we cannot all be at all meetings. Bonnie made a point that the voting body should be made aware of all issues.  It was also discussed that we rely on our committee to make decisions.  We had two weeks from the executive meeting to respond and not enough time to bring it back to the Council as a whole. Judith wants to know why she did not see the letter.  Does the voting body not have a right to vote on issues? Jason brought up the fact that it is rewarding to see such compassion in a group, but we need to make sure that we are following the Bylaws and we also need to have unity as a group. Kelly will bring all of the written material to the next meeting.  It was brought up that at this time the $14,500 is a mute point as the planning group and the Planning Department are working together to accomplish many of the goals.  Judith brought up the fact that we needed to have a signature from a department official to even have the $14,500 considered as part of the CD budget and that the signature was never obtained. Since this issue had gone on since February and the planning process was 6 months behind the letter should have been sent to the voting body.  It was brought up that the bottom line is that some people feel that Kelly is responding to and making decisions for us, but the voting body is not informed to make those decisions. It was discussed that any CD issues should immediately be brought back to the voting body.  There is a strong desire for transparency in the group.  Things go to the Chair and then to the Executive Board and then to the Council. Cheryl brought up the fact that perhaps we should go through a training session to understand our duties and set development goals and learn how to work together in a more effective manner. Kelly was advised that as the Chair he has to abstain from becoming involved in certain activities as they can be a conflict of interest.  It was discussed that Pat Malone and his group should not be using our information for their goals as there has not been a vote of support. We should at all times be going by the bylaws as it is the bible for this organization. It would be beneficial if everyone had a copy of the Bylaws, this should be created and distributed.  This group involves us all and we cannot walk alone, we need to follow protocol.
8. Public Forum

AIA – Alcohol Impact Area

Anyone can come to open forum, it was discussed that at this time in the night we do not have an open forum.  John Towner from Towners has been a Business Owner for 23 years.  It was stated that there are many barriers to safety that there will not be a need for an AIA in West Central.  He states that he has never had an issue and proposes that we can build public restrooms, get rid of halfway houses, etc.  He advises that there are not just issues in West Central, but everywhere.  He states that there is no reportable crime related directly to selling high octane alcohol. He wants to work with the council and not see businesses close.  It was brought to the attention of Council that the Affirmative side of the original vote can make a motion to bring the AIA back to the table for discussion for the June Agenda.  Bonnie wants it brought back to the table.  It was advised that at this time the AIA is still voluntary and that we would like to work with the businesses. It was discussed that the store owners should have a say and according to Max we can all work together so that we can avoid making it a non-volunteer AIA. Businesses that can be affected want to have a dialogue with the Council.  Bonnie would like all parties involved to be at the next meeting.  Jason called the question and a vote was taken to revisit the AIA with one abstention the motion carried.  
It was also mentioned that the Centennial Trail may be completed ahead of schedule. 
Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 6:00 pm at The West Central Community Center, Celebrity Room

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm Location - TBA


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting – To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 3rd Saturday of each month – 1 pm Jack and Dan’s 

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

