WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday, June 13, 2012

6:30PM @ West Central Community Center

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com or Jen Hussey 425-760-5708 or at jlmhussey2000@yahoo.com
WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org 

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 

Attendees: Jeff Barnes, Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Ken Cruz, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Scott Grayban, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey,  Steve Kounkel, Bonnie McInnis,  Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, Louise Stamper, Cheryl Steele, Jo Ann Stewart, Larry Swartz, Kaye Turner, Jason Wheaton.
Excused: Joann Austin, Louise Chadez, Luann DeWood, Daniel Herbers, Rose Matisse, Sister Anne Pizelo.
Absent: George and Judy Craig, Rich Culnane, George Engelhard, Judith Gilmore, Joy Peltier-Jones, Christine Kimball, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, David PAdgham, Andy Rathbun, Helen Sandifur, Dorothy Spoerhase, Marcia Thompson.
Guests: Brad Arleth, Ian Bennington, Tim Burns, Laura Dowty, Jolly Ghebraub, Amber Jones, Irene Knopes, Christopher Kupperstein, Steve Salvatore, Alan Zeuge.
2. Approval of May 2012 Minutes and June 2012 Agenda 

Community Assembly to 5 mins

New Business for Cops night out 8/7/12
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

There is a lot going on with city Council.  If you have any questions about past issues let Steve know. With regards to the Legacy ordinance, one can never predict a vote, but Steve believes that it will be unanimous.  Other neighborhoods want to jump on the bandwagon for the Legacy ordinance and West Central is the pilot for this endeavor.  The City Council will be visiting sewer rates soon  and will be considering the multi-family tax exemption that is up for renewal, this will be tackled in July.  It will help to subsidize the building of housing and makes it more affordable as there will be no taxes so it allows for more projects.  Potentially this could help bring back building in the city core as projects are being built out of downtown.  A coal train issue that will be voted on which could be a dynamic topic the City Council wants to able to develop ideas specifically to Spokane.  The Mayor is proposing a flat budget and every depart will be told to keep spending at the 2012 level.  Jeff asked about the multi-tax ordinance for family housing. There is an open house on the 26th from 3:00 to 5:30 and another on 6/28 at 6 pm in the conference room. The Community Assembly (CA) will be giving a recommendation. This is for developers to build housing, it is for four or more units, and new develop it is an 8 year property tax exemption.  Steve brought up Photo red dollars (see CA packet) which proposes changes to take money from photo red dollars and allow them to go to the COP Shops if a neighborhood wants a COP Shop instead of traffic calming. It is designed to empower neighborhoods to get a COP Shop, it is not for ongoing support but for initial start up costs ie: $4,000 to $6,000 dollars. No preferential treatment just on the lists of projects. It will come up to the city on July 17th.  There would be a maximum of $8,000 alotted.  How much will $8,000 do for sidewalks? The answer, it would build a ½ a block of sidewalk.  What is the percentage of photo red dollars? The answer it is $100,000 per district.  All of the Neighborhood Councils are able to submit ideas and then the projects are decided.  What Kelly passed around is the current ordinance with some new changes. It is not for operating costs (that was removed from the old version, which is what is being passed around) and there is a prioritization process, how will that work? What if two neighborhoods asked for a Cop Shop? Email or contact Steve with any additional questions. A copy will be on the city site. Proposed change to the duties of neighborhood councils, it would add a new E section that allows any council to testify with any changes, ie: Barnes road LLC and Five Mile.  We can be a party in part to testifying before the hearing examiner, this would change the city rules allowing us to testify.  Legal is still reviewing this it is coming about from John Snyder may be visited in 30 days. Cheryl suggests that any drafts or copies in the minutes. 
Police report – The SPD website is updated, under tab for services there is a link to media for streaming media and the 2012 updates, last few weeks, 5/27 to 6/2 there were 1400 calls for service trending 25% up and the Police Department cannot get to all of them.  They include reports of suspicious persons, domestic violence, arguments/fights, and well child checks. The Police Department is focusing on two geographic locations one north and one south.  Studying residual disorderly conduct and other crimes in the two areas and they are seeing significant drop in calls for assistance. Northside 66% and Southside is on 8% increase instead of a 30%.  Investigations is working weekends and late at night working on the two homicides, a number of home invasions, and sexual assaults.  Kay asked if police can start patrolling the neighborhood and ask where the problem areas are, that is what their project is to see if there is a possible way to help. Not enough staff to do all areas but perhaps we can put more officers is problem areas.  Some days they cannot even meet staffing except for priority 1 and 2, felonies and injuries.  Arleth advises that police do not stop (if they see a problem) because they may be headed to another call that is more critical.  It would be helpful if the police could explain how legislative and court decisions affect what they can do. Arleth advises that we can go to the WA State Criminal Justice website. And follow to the LED law enforcement documents. Can we do a citizens arrest? It depends on who they want to arrest, no you cannot do that in WA state.  Several home invasions are they all linked? Yes they do appear to be and descriptions and methods of the invasions appear to be the same but not linked to McDonalds. Some community fear is being generated by this, historically there are some common themes drugs, disputes and stolen property. 
4. Announcements: 
Kendall Yards Centennial trail dedication, Greenstone got a grant to complete the trail, paved with minimal landscaping, Will have lookouts and amenities. 
The Pettet house owner has completed a petition to divide the land for building and this has been filed with the city.  This is an administrative process so you would contact planning for more info

The Legacy Business Ordinance will be before council June 18th.  It will relax some conformity and parking issues. It was voted unanimously to move forward from the planning. 
5. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min.  – Nothing has changed in the account.  Luann has been in night class which is why she has been unable to attend meetings, she will be back soon. 
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.  – There have been a lot going on; Jonathan Mallahan reported that the Human Services Department combined with the Community Development Department in hopes to have more support and the capabilities of going after additional Federal funding. 
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 5 Min.
The Board talked about the budget with the city with regards to the community centers and senior centers.  It is on the city’s website.  One discussion was that the 3 community centers in the area being one group and then they too can go for more Federal dollars.  The women’s clinic has moved and they still have not found a replacement, hoping for Yakima.  We need this service in our neighborhood and they are hoping to reach agreement soon.  They looked at the plan and thought it was a good plan. 
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 5 Min.
See Special Orders
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min. 
Dump passes were handed out on June 9th they had about 95 people.  There are still passes available good until 29th and are worth $25.  The Cops West shred day was hampered by the weather, but the bins are still at COPS West and there is a charge depending on how much there is, the bins will be there for a couple of months. 
6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 5 Min.
Sidewalks:  the engineer will be out next week, bids back out for NB, Landscape architect will be at the parks meeting next week.  Dept of Ecology and Spokane County wants to participate in the Nettleton Triangle. Talked about MAS and that we can put a link on the WCNC website. Adv did not get the grant and why that may have happened. 
7. Community Development (CDBG) – Dr. DeWood/Jen Hussey –No Report

8. Public Safety- Cheryl Steele and Jeff Barnes – 2 Min.
Public Safety will be having a meeting on 6/25 at 6pm to talk about school watch. The meeting will be at 2105 W Boone. 
9. George Mulchan Award – 3 Mins
Two students were approved for the scholarship. After 3 trips to the bank there was a $27.37 penalty for cashing the CD.  $1020 is available, Ka suggests doing online banking so we do not get charged for statements. The account is with Washington Trust Bank. 
Standing Items with No Report This Month

10. Communications Committee

11. By-Laws Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Banner Committee 
15. Sidewalks
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:

Planning Presentation – Kelly Cruz – 15 Mins
A group of folks spent 3 years working on a neighborhood planning process. Started with a survey supported by Whitworth students, did a SWOT, did a NAC report and then hired a consultant to prepare the report.  Have a CD and can send an e-mail to all those who would like a copy.  It addresses social, economic and land use issues: which resulted in the Legacy Ordinance. The plan also looks at historic housing and how to maintain it and work with new development, which must meet minimums an example is Chestnut house with a fence around it and the little blue house which is brand new.  Some people did not get a copy of the plan.  We need to get an e-mal list.  These are suggestions nothing is set in stone. Highlights: addresses social and economic needs in the neighborhood. Examples include ways to help the Community Centers, Kelly went over the maps and circles to illustrate suggestions that are prioritized. The Planning Department is looking at tools for us to help with historic district as it is the largest in the state.  Rezoning is addressed as well. Enhancing the Monroe corridor which is something the plan addresses as well as parking. More activity in the employment center as well all opportunities to improve the neighborhoods.  More economic tools to help incentivize. Transportation also addressed in hopes to improve safety etc. City does have some projects advised as well to address traffic issues to include turning lanes and additional lights. 

Questions: Bonnie asked that if this is still in draft form? Page 15 information needs to be changed this was discussed at the 85%. In sub area description is lists mixed use retail and commercial office. Kelly advised no, 035 zone language stayed through the same.  It states “examine the need instead of changing the language to overlay.  Kelly will look at the issue as this is a significant change as some could be transferred to existing businesses. Kay brought up the original statement that this is a comprehensive and long range plan.  There is a track of what was done: it is long range with centers and corridors, would like to have an approval tonight so it can move forward to the City Council.  Kay Turner advises that we need to include this language.  The planning department has closed the account. Stakeholder group voted on it and other departments have seen it.  Entrance to the neighborhood is inaccurate and should be changed.  Cheryl brought up the language in the land use that the Planning Department made us insert.  Advised she can go before the City Council and ask for the language to be removed. Advised this is a fluid document and can still be changed. Jason asked if the issue revolves around Bonnie’s comment, advised no it is because we had the idea of doing a comprehensive amendment.  We did have an agreement with planning for several ideas for changes and our sub-area language was removed. Remember the $14,500 that was removed as per this issue and discussion with planning. Jen entertained a motion to give it a week and have everyone send changes and then move forward, to include the disclaimer be removed from the neighborhood action plan Motion passes with 14, one voted no.  Motion passes to not support the languages from the planning department. Cheryl made a motion to correct the language on page 15.  Corrected with Tirrell Blcks suggestions “Allow for retail to serve the property owners in the 035 motion passes, 15 voted for with one abstention, Cheryl motion to move the plan forward with those two changes. Seconded will go to city.  16 voted for with 1 abstention.  
6. Unfinished Business

AIA – Licensees Presentation  - 10 Mins – Kelly advised that a group cannot have an advocate without proper documentation to represent a business.  Cheryl suggests that if there are any rule changes that they be placed in the minutes.  Jolly is here tonight to present.  He is the Owner/Manager of Super C he is representing the businesses. But is not a legal representative for all 8 businesses. This is voluntary and there are no violations recorded for any of the current businesses in West Central.  This Ordinance will affect businesses in the neighborhood.  But big grocery stores can sell hard liquor that are just a few blocks away and this does not make sense to the businesses.  They pay a significant portion of taxes and feel that the businesses did not get to participate in the original discussion and we voted after the presentation because at the time there was no quorum when the original presentation was made.  Licsensees want the statistics that were quoted and what calls for service there were related to chronic inebriation.  Licensees want to try to solve the problem. 99% of their customers do not agree with this Ordinance. Almost all employees are from this neighborhood. Future plans are to establish a common set of goals to address issues of chronic inebriation, what is hard alcohol going to do, they have implemented a phone tree and photo distribution of people who cause problems and they do not serve them.  Refuse right to refuse service signs are posted and they are co-operating to make a change. Also want educational material we can solve and figure out the problems to solve chronic inebriation.  Kelly asked Allen to come tonight to discuss substance abuse issues, Swedes Fly Shop letter of concern describing people sleeping in his lots and bottles thrown around and near his business etc.  We want to work with the businesses for the next 6 months.  Allen is with Spokane County Community Services which covers the entire county.  There are several treatment agencies in Spokane.  AIA is new to Spokane it has been in Seattle since 2006.  There is a wide spectrum from normal consumption to alcohol abuse to chronic inebriation.  Chronic inebriation is a concern but there are a lot of in betweens that have impact on families and neighborhoods.  There are info sheets available.  To summarize cleanliness increase decrease in litter, people feel safer, pan handling decreased, and chronic inebriation decreased, this is from a study in Seattle. There is a planning and prevention program grant for West Central. They identified us as a place for specific prevention resources to identify and explore ways to promote change and betterment of the neighborhood. Our neighborhood was dentified by use of substances, crime and income this was supported by the West Central Community Coalition. Who is that? The answer Rick Harris chairs the group sponsored by the WCCC which involves those in youth programs, Our Place, all the principals of the schools, Youth for Christ focused on the youth of the neighborhood to provide comprehensive education and services. Jo Ann wants to know about it and if it was confidential.  Louise advises no it is a group involved in the betterment of the youth.  Jeff asks if there is any direction from the council or WCCC board?  Answer, nothing has been directed by the West Central Neighborhood Council but Kelly was asked to visit one of their meetings. This is foster under the care of the Community Center, but is not ruled by them.  They do not raise money but seek Federal assistance and the concept is to engage the community to foster positive change in West Central.  
Questions for Jolly: The businesses are prepared to stop selling high level alcohol beverages if indeed these beverages have a negative impact on the neighborhood.  Jolly advises that the businesses will suffer a financial impact if this cooperative endeavor does not work out and may lose as much as 50% of their business.  Kay explained that when she sees someone drinking or inebriated that she has been asking them where they got their beverage and the majority of these individuals are getting their beverages from outside of the neighborhood.  Bonnie brought up that business owners on E. Sprague are trying to work together to canvas and network to resolve their neighborhoods issues.  It was also brought up that when we voted for the AIA in West Central that we were having a lot of problems with Broadway Foods which has now since ceased to be a problem. Cheryl asked for a legal precedence for the comment at the beginning regarding having a spokesperson represent the businesses, Kelly advised he talked to people in Neighborhood Services stating that as a group we need to make sure that we cross our T’s and dot our I’s.  it was asked how the businesses can get involved in the Coalition, they meet at 9:15 AM on the 4th Tuesday of every month and welcome new people. For some people they are not sure what the answer is to all of this.  Jeff has spoken to Bong who has showed him pictures of those who are chronic inebriants.  We need to work with the businesses and we need to make it fair.  Towners kicks several people out of their store on a daily basis and the businesses are committed to make the neighborhood a safe place.  There is talk of having Whitworth students do some surveys.  Jen made a motion to work with the businesses for the next 6 months and then revisit and review unbiased statistics for a decision.  Scott is concerned that Cheryl is the Co-Chair of the Public Safety Committee and feels that this may be a conflict of interest.  It was stated that we should not be attacking one another as we all wear dual hats. It was brought up that Kelly is part of the West Central Business Association and brought them to the AIA meeting.  Jenny is wondering why this is all so fragmented and reminded us all that Kelly is our chair and adds that there are too many entities involved in this issue.  We will work with the businesses that are all minority owned and some feel that they were not fairly treated, educated, and to some point railroaded in this issue.  Cheryl seconded Jen’s motion.  It was advised that with the recommendation of the Police that this can become a mandatory issue.  It was suggested and amended to make this the responsibility of the Public Safety group, the amendment failed. Ken asked how all of this will work, nothing was decided and the discussion will continue at the next meeting as to how we will participate.  The motion was passed with a vote of 15 for with one abstention.  Jolly was recognized as a speaker and business owner and was invited to attend meetings to become a voting member. We will revisit the AIA in November. 
6.
New Business

7.
Public Forum

Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 6:00 pm at The West Central Community Center, Celebrity Room

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm Location - TBA


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting – To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 3rd Saturday of each month – 1 pm Jack and Dan’s 

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

