WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday, July 11, 2012

6:30PM @ West Central Community Center

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org 

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. Something New: 3 by 5 cards!

Please Welcome Ian Bennington as a New Member

Attendees: Joanne Austin, Ian Bennington, Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Ken Cruz, Dr. Marcus DeWood, George Engelhard, Judith Gilmore, Daniel Herbers, Jen Hussey, Irene Knopes, Bonnie McInnis, Sister Ann Pizelo, Cheryl Steele, Jo Ann Stewart, Larry Swartz, Marcia Thompson, Kaye Turner, Jason Wheaton. 
Excused: Louise Chadez, Rich Culnane, Luann DeWood, Scott Grayban, Rose Matisse, Jenny Mele. 
Absent: Jeff Barnes, Louise Chadez, George and Judy Craig, Kay Howard, Joy Peltier-Jones, Christine Kimball, Steve Kounkel, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Melissa Mohr, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, David Padgham, Andy Rathbun, Hele Sandifur, Dorthy Spoerhase, Louise Stamper.
Guests: Tim Burns, Jolly Ghehreab, Christopher Kuperstein, Eric Olson.
2. Approval of May and June 2012 Minutes and July 2012 Agenda 

Motion was made by Joann, Ken seconded, the vote to approve was unanimous. 
Police report – Eric Olson

Downtown crime rate is falling due to extra support. There has been a lot of car prowling lately; make sure no valuables are visible, remove them from the car, get good descriptions and call the police if you see a prowler or are a victim of a car prowling.  Nights are busy, but please call. People want information on the incident on Broadway.  Officer Olson shared that it was related to the series of home invasions and this person was part of it.  The Police got arrest warrants for 6 people. Found the perpetrator and located him on Broadway.  He refused to come out and because of the stand-off this was a waste resources, for the SWAT team was deployed and everything was done to ensure the safety of all involved.  They took their time to work it out, eventually OC gas was introduced and no one was hurt. The Police Department extended thanks to everyone who was in the area and to Broadway Foods who lost business.  The group stated that we appreciate their efforts as they were very professional and took to looking out for all of us and was able to solve the situation without a major incident. The group asked that Officer Olson please pass this along to the colleagues that were there.  This morning the SWAT team was on Boone at an abandoned house and Officer Douglas was there, people were living upstairs at this house, Olson does not know anything about this incident as he just came on shift.  What about the street light that keeps getting wiped out?  Are we doing anything on the north side of the bridge by the grassy area? Water runs into the street and creates a pool and it seems to be water that is the problem and everyone is speeding. He will pass it along with the traffic division and they can work with streets. 
Police Ombudsman Report – No Report 

3. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. 
A total of $39.81 was allocated to Scott Grayban for the website that he created for WCNC. The website will include a lot more information in the months to come.  Kelly gave thanks to Scott adding that the created of a website takes a lot of time. 
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 3 Min.  
Last month the group had Councilman Salvatore here and he spoke to the red light money being used to start new COP Shops and Councilman Snyder wants councils to be able to speak to the Hearing Examiner. Schneider’s idea came about as a result of case with Indian Trails and a development suit. He just wants councils to be recognized in hearings and court cases.  Kelly advises that anytime we walk into a court we could be liable. There is no indemnification but potentially we could be liable and that it would be up to each Neighborhood Council whether or not they participate.  An example of a possible issue would be Mr. Clark and the shore platte and that if we did not like it and made ourselves a party of recognition. The City will not indemnify us.  Due the bylaws in this organization, or are the officers also jointly liable? We are a 501c3 non-profit with no liability insurance.  Going by the bylaws it would the officers that would be liable. At this point it is just a source of recognition.  Kaye suggests that we look at insurance.  As a body we would then decide what cause we would participate in as a party of recognition. To Kelly’s knowledge we have never gotten involve in a legal action.  In Salvatore’s proposal each district would be able to allocate up to 8k for the initial start-up for a COP Shop, concerns were expressed by the body as to how each shop would be maintained after it is open.  Some folks suggest a permanent funding source like a bond perhaps.  If we open a Shop we need to ensure its survival.  CA was not in favor of using those dollars as there are other projects. These dollars will amount to about 400k between the 3 districts. Please read the information and we will vote, not sure who specifically wrote the language.  The Engineering Department determines the projects and the first set of projects are not completely done. COP Shops used to be started with donations and low income leases.  Starting COP Shops this way may take ownership away from the neighborhoods which should be supporting the COP Shops.  These dollars should be used for traffic calming.  Even if it goes through it would be up to the policy makers as to it getting on the list. Motion made that we do not agree with the allocation for red light.  Kaye made a motion to accept the right to go before the Hearing Examiner with the idea that people get insurance either errors or omissions or some sort of liability.  Is there any feasibility that ONS can provide support; no they do not have enough money.  Kaye moved that we should be in favor of the amendment with the caveat that insurance be purchased, and seconded. The motion passes with 6 abstentions. 4 against 4 and 9 yes’ it passes. The CA meets from 4 to 6 on Fridays at city council chambers usually the first Friday.  
3. West Central Community Development Association – Rose Matisse – 5 Min.
No one made the meeting yesterday.
4. Neighborhood Planning – Kelly Cruz – 5 Min.
We are not yet sure about when we can get the plan before the city.  Kaye asked about the corrections Kelly talked to the consultant they will need to reopen the master disc and redo the book it will be about $1200 to $1500 dollars in cost.  Kaye brought up the fact that we did not have enough time to talk about the 99% we voted on this and we need to make these corrections, can we add an addendum to the end so we do not have to open the book back up.  We did vote to reallocate money for an extension of contract. Were not Whitworth students supposed to do some pro-bono work?  It did not come to the whole body and every stakeholder should have signed-off on the document.  Some corrections came from the 85% draft and were not corrected by the 99% plan.  We had the 99% before us and we all looked at it. The only thing we talked about the last night was the land use language that we had to look in.  We all should have double checked it, we all were asked if that was agreeable and we all agreed.  Dr. DeWood advised that the 85% to 99% did not change that much.  People need to come to the meetings and vote with their feet, they can call us to find out what is going on and should contact us.  There was an assumption that the changes would have been made and they were not.  At the last meeting it was discussed that the changes will be made.  There is a cost and we can add an addendum.  We would not be able to access the master disc but we can do an addendum.  We should not have blanket approved anything without further research.  It was advised that the changes can be made, but there is a cost to this? Can we do a new disc? Chris advises that there are free programs that will help us to access the original document; Jason volunteers to help get it unlocked to see if we can get the changes made. Work with Jason and Jen to get the language situated for the master document. Language on page 15, understand concerns about financial. We are up against a timeline and we need to be able to make changes. Who is assessing the charges for making a change? Who was assessing that the charge it was advised by Craig Anderson at AHBL Is he planning to do more work with neighborhoods and volunteer, we should make it very clear with the Planning department as they were the ones who recommended them. Kelly advised of the original contract and that we went over that contract with additional drafts. Whitworth involvement ended at the end of the NAC report. 
5. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min.
June 9th did a dump pass handout and over 100 passes were handed out. Of this 74 were used and18.26 tons was dumped.  A total of $4595 left in the account for clean-up.  Need to make sure of this amount and that the alley drive through is included. We may want to do another alley drive through and do more alleys.  Jason offered money for gas as did Dr. DeWood. Gas costs were taken care of and people were fed for the event. Good time after the next dump pass in the fall when it is cooler.  This would be a special event that is not listed with ONS keep in mind to volunteer. Are we going to do a clean green $1500 has been looped into the whole kit in caboodle.  Does the recycling plant come online in October; yes someone will come in from solid waste to let us know, 68 gallon blue bins for us to fill up. Carl (guest) stated that the clean ups and dump passes are really appreciated and people like it.  It is a little harder to get things advertised without the paper and it was advised that passes are good for two weeks.  Bonnie brought up date error and they would not extend it.  Do we have to pay for fliers through ONS?  One free mailing a year? Jonathan said that fliers are available. Research fliers and get back to Bonnie.  Can we give out passes on a monthly basis? Dan will look into it; his understanding is that they like to do it in a block because it makes accounting easier. The COP Shop is planning another shred day and will do it during the fall dump pass day. 

6. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 15 Min.
The North Bench Council Ring plan has some revisions made to it so that we can meet our budget, the project is out to bid again at this time it may be ready by the next parks meeting.  We have advised that we only have a certain amount of money.  If we are within our budget we can move forward. Project has already been approved with the amount of dollars that were already allocated; the only change was that it is no longer an engineered wall.  Same entrance same and 25 foot circumference. Has to be access ready but it does not have to be connected, there were repairs that did not have to be made after all.  It was supposed to be an open air classroom in the beginning.  Site is above the flood plain.  It is not visible to People’s Park, we cannot see them. There is a group of trees that blocks the view. We have already made commitments and we are effective as an organization we think that people will really enjoy it.  Open air classroom to a structure that would not harm the area.  Judith went through old files and realized that things (concepts) have changed slightly.  The next parks meeting will be held next Wednesday at 6:30 PM at the West Central Community Center. As a committee we have faith in Garrett who is assisting us from the Parks Department.  Still waiting to hear from the city for the sidewalks, we should be getting a call soon. 
7. Community Development (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 3 Min

Judith has a report to share as there is a lot happening. The city combined Community Development and Human Services into one department and there are a vast number of changes, the Mayor will hold a public meeting.  The Community Development Board has had to make some various serious decisions. There will be an announcement, it is very significant and we need to know about. Things that we are talking about may not be ever able to get done. Changes will start this fall. CD board will try to have a meeting by end of July to share those changes etc. We need to get things done that need to get off the books. Have sidewalk lists together as soon as possible. It was brought up that the Parks Foundation grant given to us may have expired, but Judith advised that this money is in our bank account. Recently (end of last week) we were informed by the Community Development Dollars that we had several public service accounts (the budget is good from July 1 to June 30th of each year) that had expired and the total dollars are $7761.08. Those public service organizations are: Sinto Senior Center (for building improvements $5,659.30), COPS West (Services and Improvements 1,533.95), and Spokanimal Outt Program ($567.83).  These dollars must be re-allocated to our already approved capital improvement projects that are listed above or projects that we are already working on, for instance the North Bench Council Ring. We also need to make a decision about the CDNC salary that was not used from last year which amounts to $1,632.00 which can be allocated to capital improvements. It was brought up that the most important programs Nettleton and NB/Council Ring. Judith brought up Single Family Housing advising that there are 37 houses on waiting list and the average improvements are about $23k per house. Since we no longer have a quorum it will be returned as an agenda item for next month. Joann recommends that we focus on home rehab with the 3 to 1 match. Focal points encourage investments. We have over $100k in the account. $7768.00 total to allocate.  WC is a little in the hole until next allocation?  Judith still believes that we will get a match for housing rehabilitation.  Additional dollars would allow Kiemle to interview new people. We spend the money quickly never any left-overs for housing rehabilitation.  Can we do a survey monkey and get an e-mail if it is an electronic vote. If we look to do that electronically then we need to consider those who are not involved. We need to keep involved and aware of communication dollars. Leadership training that will be required for officers and CDNC corner of Boone and Lindeke nominate for an award for beautifications. 
8. Public Safety- Jen Hussey – 5 Min. – 
Change it to Social Concerns. Can work on getting minutes more quickly. 
9. Bylaws Committee – 5 Mins – 
Roberts Rules passed around and we can meet on bylaws to get educated.  Cheryl thinks that passing around things at a late notice is unacceptable; we really have the bylaws committee doing a more modern way of business. What are other non-profits doing?  We need to make changes. The way that business gets done now is not effective.  Find more support. Still need a quorum as a voting item on the agenda. 
Standing Items with No Report This Month

10. George Mulchan 

11. Communications Committee
12. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
13. Promise Neighborhood Program 
14. Banner Committee 
15. Sidewalks
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:

4. Unfinished Business

AIA – How we are going to work with the businesses?
5. New Business

Mr. Clancy – Memorial – Sept 11th is the Memorial at the Maxwell. As a group, what do we want to do to remember him and his contributions to West Central?
8.
Public Forum

Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 

WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 6:00 pm at The West Central Community Center, Celebrity Room

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm Location - TBA


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting – To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 3rd Saturday of each month – 1 pm Jack and Dan’s 

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

     Promise Neighborhood-WCNC Youth Initiative


Schedule To Be Announced

