
WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday, September 12, 2012

6:30PM @ West Central Community Center

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org 

Please Welcome Sister Irene Knopes as a voting member.

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 

Attendees: Jeff Barnes, Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Ken Cruz, Rich Culnane, Jolly Ghereab, Judith Gilmore, Scott Grayban, Daniel Herbers, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Irene Knopes, Kris Kuperstein, Steve Kounkle, Rose Matisse, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, Melissa Mohr, Sister Ann Pizelo, Helen Sandifur, Dorothy Spoerhase, Louise Stamper, Cheryl Steele, Jo Ann Stewart, Marcia Thompson, Kaye Turner, Jason Wheaton.
Excused: Joann Austin, Dr. Marcus DeWood, Luann DeWoodLarry Swartz
Absent: Ian Bennington, Louise Chadez, George Craig, Judy Craig, George Englehard, Joy Peltier-Jones, Christine Kimball, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Alexis Main, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, David Padgham.
Guests: Kathy Reid, Jesse Tinsley, Lynese Cramer, C Rada, Steve Corker, Carol Ellsworth, Peggy Fontane, Andrew Johnson, Song Hui, Marjit Mann, Daniel Ghebreab, Kim Ferraro, Mike Fagan, Steve Salvatore, Robert Lukes, Dan Champion, Victor Frazier, Pia Hallenburg, Mark Mercer, Mandeep Kaundal, Keith Kelly.
The Meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM by the Chair Kelly Cruz and a quorum was present.  Please sign a card for Joann Austin who has been ill. The Chair reminded all that no disruptions will be tolerated and people will be given 3 minutes to speak and please raise your hand to be recognized. 
Chair would like to entertain a motion to move special orders moved by Sister Anne and seconded by Scott Grayban.  The motion passed with 21 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.
Mayor’s Budget Report – 15 Min.

Presented by Jonathan Mallahan, Director of Community and Neighborhood Services

The City of Spokane has been making cuts for quite some time, costs are growing but revenue is not.  2013 budget will be a no growth budget meaning that the City will not be spending any more money, but cuts will still need to be made. There is a 10 million dollar short fall and no reserves will be used as there is not much left to use. This budget recognizes the difficult times the citizens and people are having. It is capped at 3.5 percent rise in utility costs recognizing that there is a need to keep costs low. The city wants citizens to have access to the budget to review and see the dashboard of information so citizens can see how money is being sent. 2011, 2012 and 2013 is available as well as how costs are comparing to income. Cost of government services should never exceed the average median income.  There are also performance measures on the dashboard. This budget eliminates 100 positions, but 65 are already vacant so 35 people will lose their jobs within a range of departments. 12 employees will be lost at the East Central Community Center as they are transitioning to a non-profit.  There has been a combining of departments that leads to less overhead and fewer lay-offs.  Some programs are being sent outside of city supervision which would include work force management which will now be supervised by the Community Colleges. The City wants their departments to focus on their core competencies. The budget does not propose the lay-offs of any Police Officers or Fire Fighters.  Total budget is 622.5 million dollars and it is supported by sales, utility taxes.  Top expenditures include Police, Fire, Parks, Streets, Engineering Services and so on and so forth.  Budget principals: do not want to spend more than they take in.  They are not going to pay things with windfall dollars. They want to maintain current funding reserves. Maintain strict controls on hiring and fund the highest priorities first.  They also want a 6 year focus into the future. They want their services to be of the best quality. From October 8th to the end of the year the budget will be finalized, presented and voted on by the City Council. How many pieces of property does the city own? Jonathan advised that the City owns too many properties and will be selling those to raise tax revenue. Can go to spokane.city.org to view the budget 625-6734 is Jonathan’s direct line. 
Motion was made to suspend the rules for unfinished businesses regarding the AIA and move it to the beginning of the agenda; the motion was made by Cheryl Steele and seconded by Jeff Barnes.  The motion passed with 25 for and 2 against.
A letter was penned by the Secretary who researched and wrote a letter as per direction from the council, it was approved through the Executive Council with a majority vote of 3 for and 2 against.  A question was brought up that there was a violation of Article III that indicates that the Secretary should not have been representing the Council by writing the letter.  There was no distribution of the letter except as a draft.  It was brought up that the Chair did pen a letter that was not approved by the Membership or the Executive Council. It was decided by the Executive Meeting to forward the letter to the membership and all were advised that it is protocol to send information to the membership via mail. Point of order was called and was not recognized. Section 4 of the bylaws was quoted with regards to the Secretary being responsible for all written communications as directed by the chair, the Executive Council or the voting membership. It was mentioned that some people did not receive the letter that the Chair sent out.  It was advised that with the passage of the state law that the AIA has lost all footing within neighborhoods because hard alcohol can be purchased at local grocery stores.  It was brought forward that the letter should also be sent to the City Council. It was brought forward by the Chair that we cannot reconsider the AIA because the time has passed. In May there was a Motion made by Bonnie McInnis to revisit the AIA. Minutes from May were read at the membership.  

Cheryl made a motion that the West Central Neighborhood Council send a letter to the WA State liquor control board to rescind the AIA in the West Central Neighborhood.  The motion passed with a vote of 21 for, 2 against and 3 abstentions.  
Kaye made a motion to readdress/reconsider the AIA and Jeff Barnes seconded the motion. The motion passed with a vote of 23 for, 1 against, and 2 abstentions. 
Jen made a motion to rescind the voluntary AIA ordinance in West Central and it was seconded by Bonnie McInnis.  The motion passed with a vote of 22 for and 3 abstentions. 
Cheryl mad a motion to send the letter with a friendly amendment for corrections made by Jen this was seconded by Bonnie. Kaye amended to allow time for corrections and have it brought back to the body for October’s meeting, corrections/suggestions can be sent to Jen. Jonathan brought up that time is of the essence to bring it forward to the city within 2 weeks. It was advised that the 6 month voluntary is up in October. The previous motion was removed. A new motion was proposed by Kay Howard that we send the letter written by the Secretary to send as is, it was seconded by seconded by Bonnie.  It was discussed to send it to the City Council, the businesses, SPD, and liquor control board. The motion passed with 18 for, 6 against and 1 abstention.  
Cheryl made a motion to move forward with new business for discussion on the next month’s agenda, regarding a communication plan and bylaws. The purpose is to do a complete review of the bylaws. Jenny made a motion to form a Bylaws Committee and it was seconded by Bonnie. The motion passed unanimously with 22 votes. 

Cheryl asked that all unauthorized e-mails, calls, name calling and hand gestures should stop. Bonnie brought up that there are two issues the letter that Kelly sent to others without the knowledge or vote of the Executive Council as well as the e-mail sent to the Secretary asking her to turn her minutes to Scott Grayban for editing.  Bonnie made a motion to have the two above actions/documentation be invalidated.  JoAnne seconded the motion; Cheryl advised a friendly amendment to send a letter/call to Cheryl’s employer to advise we did not support an investigation of her through her employer. The motion passed with 16 for, 0 against, and 4 abstentions. 
The Chair read the Bylaws advising how an officer may be removed.  Jeff Barnes made a motion to recall the Chair via resolution. The motion was seconded by Cheryl.  If the Chair is removed the Vice Chair takes over, if the Vice Chair steps away then the Secretary would be the chair. It was mentioned that everyone appreciates the work that Kelly has done. The motion passed with a vote of 16 for, 1 against and 4 abstentions. Resolution will be on the next agenda for October. 

2. Approval of August 2012 Minutes and September 2012 Agenda 

3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS – 5 Min – No Report 
4. POLICE REPORT – 5 Min – No Report 
5. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 1 Min. – No Report 
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 5 Min. – No Report
3. West Central Community Development Association – Kelly Cruz – 3 Min. – No Report
4. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min. – No Report
5. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 3 Min. – No Report 
6. Community Development (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 5 Min. – The West Central Community Center is seeking to have the group reallocate previously approved Community Development dollars that were originally for an improvement of the center to be used for the purchase and installation of a reader board sign.  A motion was made and seconded to have Kim Ferraro the Executive Director to attend the meeting to make a presentation. The motion passed with a vote of 17 for and 0 against. 
Standing Items with No Report This Month

7. Communications Committee

8. Public Safety

9. By-Laws Committee
10. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
11. Banner Committee 
12. Sidewalks
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:

Mayor’s Budget Report – 15 Min.
6. Unfinished Business

AIA – 15 Min. 
7.
New Business

8.
Public Forum – Please sign up for any issues to be discussed.
The meeting closed at 8:53 PM

Submitted by Jen Hussey, WCNC Secretary 


