WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday, October 10, 2012

6:30PM @ West Central Community Center

                         *For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.

                 *Remember nonmembers, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

*If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Kelly Cruz – 326-3652 or at wcnchair@yahoo.com 

WCNC Website: westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org 

1. Welcome and Introductions – 5 Min. 
Attendees: Jeff Barnes, Ian Bennington, Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Kelly Cruz, Ken Cruz, Rich Culnane, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus DeWood, George Engelhard, Jolly Ghehreab, Judith Gilmore, Daniel Herbers, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Christopher Kuperstein, Bonnie McInnis, Jenny Mele, David Padgham, Andy Rathbun, Helen Sandifur, Louise Stamper, Cheryl Steele, Jo Ann Stewart, Larry Swartz, Marcia Thompson, Kaye Turner. 
Excused: Joann Austin, Melissa Mohr, Rose Matisse, Jason Wheaton.
Absent: George Craig, Judy Craig, Irene Knopes, Joy Peltier-Jones, Christine Kimball, Steve Kounkel, Tom Linzey, Toni Lodge, Diane Morse, Annette Owen, Sister Ann Pizelo, Dorothy Spoerhase.
Guests: Danny Ghehreab, Kim Ferraro, Rick Harris, Jonathan Mallahan, Heather Trautman, Dennis Young, Mike Fagan, Steve Salvatori, Nancy McLaughlin, Lynese Cramer, Kathy Reid, Steve Corker, Bong Cho, Melody Rathbun, Pia Hallenburg, KHQ, STA, Laurel, SPD, Mary Fryback, and Carol Elsworth.
2. Approval of August and September2012 Minutes and October 2012 Agenda 

A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes and agenda, the motion passed. 
3. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL REPORTS – 5 Min

The budget for the city was handed by Mayor Condon. Public safety high priority for the budget, light increases in utilities. The local 29 contract with the firefighters has been approved.  Police are working with resources as best they can. Thanks to Council Members for their meeting and representation on Monday. 
4. POLICE REPORT – 5 Min – No Report 
5. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer's Report – Luann DeWood - 2 Min. 
There is a balance in the checking account of $73.67 and $7,176.27 in the savings account. She has never had a breakdown of how much money we have for North Bench in the savings account. 
2. Community Assembly Report – Luann DeWood/Kelly Cruz – 5 Min.  
The Community Assembly is busy discussing parking regulations that will be relaxed for some neighborhood business so that they can count street parking. The annual retreat is this Saturday at the East Central Community Center. Everyone is invited and there is the possibility that you can be involved on several sub-committees. 
3. West Central Community Development Association – Kelly Cruz – 5 Min.
No Report
4. Neighborhood Clean-up – Daniel Herbers - 3 Min.- Clean-up, 
There were three events this year; the alley drive through and clean-up and two dump pass handouts one this spring and one in the fall.  On September 10th over 100 passes were handed out and 75 were used.  The largest dump was $104 and the lowest was $7.  There will be more concrete numbers available at the next meeting.  There are still clean-up dollars available.  Boone and Cannon looks very trashy and code enforcement needs to be enforced. 

5. Park Committee – Larry Swartz - 5 Min. – 
Should we do an event to celebrate the complete of the North Bench/Council Ring? It is done and it is a great little spot which is ADA accessible, Louise advised that she is able to get down there and that the ramp does meet ADA There was also discussion of how we can make the area safer and that there should be We need to make it more safe. There should be some more infra-structure to support day use. 
6. Community Development (CDBG) – Dr. Marcus DeWood/Jen Hussey – 20 Min. 
Michael Cannon was present he is the new chair for the new CHHS board. We have been asked to write letters of support for those public service entities who are applying for public service dollars.  West Central has been allocated$52,432 for capital projects.  The Community Development Steering Committee will be meeting on the 23rd at Monroe Court at 6:30 pm. With regard to letters of support it was explained that we have funded all of these groups in the past and that they are more of a formality.  Those in Executive Council voted to approve letters and they will be available if anyone would like a copy. 
7. Communications Committee – We need to re-establish the website.  Chris offered to work with ONS to accomplish this he will need additional information from the Secretary and pictures for the website. 

Communication Plan/Newsletter – 10 Min  

The stores in the neighborhood are willing to do 3000 pieces of mail a month for a newsletter.  The Community Center will take the lead and the stores will pay for it.  Kelly advise as to what the legal advice is in this realm. Do we need to be a 501c3? Louise made a motion to have activity in the next newsletter and Jo Ann seconded who will review what is stated for the WCNC, Jen Hussey will write and approve by Exec Council. It was discussed that the Secretary writes the article and then review by the Executive Committee. Seconded by Jeff Barnes and reported to the body. The question was called at the motion passed. Louise Chadez got a call from North East Community Center that they may want to work with us on this as well.  
8. By-laws Committee – 5 Min
There needs to be a review of Bylaws we need volunteers to be on the committee, we need to form a Bylaw review committee. The lawyer can also look to it. The following people volunteered to be on the committee: Andy, Louise Chadez, Marcia Thompson, Cheryl, and Kelly. Kathy Reid and George Craig were also suggested. Andy will pick a time and a place for the next meeting. 

Standing Items with No Report This Month

9. Public Safety
10. West Broadway SURGE/Streetscape
11. Banner Committee 
12. Sidewalks
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY:
Re-allocation of Community Development Dollars for the West Central Community Center – Presentation by Kim Ferraro – 15 Min
It was moved and seconded to go to Special Orders prior to Committee Reports and the motion passed. The loss of the Community Newspaper has made in challenging to get information out to the neighborhood.  The West Central Community Center (WCCC) is proposing a reader board sign on the building on the side of Pettet.  Several years ago the neighborhood council allocated $7,000 to build an additional wheel chair ramp but the project was more costly than anticipated.  What the WCCC proposes is the use of that allocated money be used for the reader board sign.  Dr. DeWood offered $1,000 to assist with the sign. They were advised that to use Community Development dollars the sign would need to be attached to the building. Also can traffic counts be done as to what the effectiveness would be with the sign? Kelly entertained a motion with the caveat with they will comeback with the sign design for logistics and rules for the city.  Motion made by Ken, seconded by the vote was 16 in favor, three against, and one abstention, motion passes.  
6. Unfinished Business

Resolution to remove the current WCNC Chair – 15 Min 
A motion made to go to unfinished business in the removal of the current Council Chair which was moved seconded and passed. The body was informed that there will be three speakers for removal and three speakers against. The Resolution was read and a copy will be given to the secretary.  Move seconded. Body was advised 3 speakers for and 3 against. The vote occurred by ballot and a motion was made and seconded to vote after the pro and against parties spoke.  The results of the vote were 17 and 8 to retain.  With 2/3 needed for removal the current Council Chair is retained.  

7. New Business
The STA purchased a half a block of buildings on the North of Boone for their expansion which will be a five to six million dollar project.  They will be going up for a bid to demolish the remaining houses. Is there the opportunity for a neighborhood park? STA will retain as many trees as possible. They will not be saving the big house on the corner and are not able to move it.  They were encouraged to maximize what they can by the recycling of the house materials. They were also asked to photo document the house and tell of the history of the house.
8. Public Forum – Please sign up for any issues to be discussed.
There will be a Halloween party on Friday night the 26th at the West Central Community Center.
What are we doing for safety in the neighborhood; one of the ideas is to have a big board to have people write down what their concerns are and items they want to address. We are working on a communication plan, the Nettleton Triangle, and North Bench those things will be announced. 

Can we do round tables to include everyone and encourage families to bring their children as well; we want to make people feel like they are included, we can help people be more involved and answer their questions. This lay-out will be more inviting and more inclusive.
A motion was made by Dr. DeWood as to keep only neighborhood business within the meeting and not personal issues, retaliation, complaints, etc.  This would be bilateral for all parties. The vote was 4 against, 10 in favor; however there was no longer a quorum. 

A suggestion was made that at the beginning of each meeting have a brief statement of the mission as well as a moment of silence.   

Adjourn: 8:57 PM 

Announcements/Reminders

STANDING MEETINGS:  All are invited and encouraged to attend.

West Central Neighborhood Council Meeting – 

2nd Wednesday of each month – 6:30 p.m. at West Central Community Center 
West Central Community Center Meeting – 4 PM Second Tuesday of every month at the West

        Central Community Center.
WCNC Executive Council Meeting – 

Last Wednesday of each month – 6:00 pm at The West Central Community Center, Celebrity Room

     WCNC Finance Committee Meeting –


Last Wednesday of each Quarter – 5:00pm Location - TBA


1st meeting Jan. 2010, March, Jun, Sep, Dec

     WCNC Clean-up Committee Meeting - To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting  

     WCNC Communications Committee Meeting – To Be Announced at WCNC Meeting

     WCNC Park Committee - 


3rd Wednesday of Month, 6:30pm, at West Central Community Center

     WCNC Public Safety – 

Schedule To Be Announced

Community Assembly / Land Use Meeting – 

4th Thursday of each month – 6:00 p.m. at City Hall, Fifth Floor Conference Room#5A 

Building Stronger Neighborhoods – 3rd Saturday of each month – 1 pm Jack and Dan’s 

Community Assembly Meeting – 

1st Friday of each month – 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Briefing Center on the 
Lower Level

