WEST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL AGENDA
Wednesday, January 8, 2014
6:30PM @ West Central Community Center

For accuracy, members and guests, please sign in before taking a seat.
Remember non-members, 3 out of 4 consecutive attended meetings qualifies you for membership.

If you have attended at least 4 meetings in the last calendar year you may by written request, become a voting member.

*For excused absences please call or email: Jen Hussey at (425) 760-5708 or at jlmhussey2000@yahoo.com or WCNC Website: www.westcentral.spokaneneighborhoods.org

1. Welcome and Introductions
Present: Jeff Barnes, Josh Brakel, Mike Brakel, Steve Corker, Mary Fryback, Judith Gilmore, Kay Howard, Jen Hussey, Steve Kounkel, Chris Kuperstein, Bonnie McInnis, Helen Sandifur, JoAnn Stewart, Larry Swartz, Marcia Thompson, Sarah Tosch, Kaye Turner.
Excused: Joann Austin, Roni Carter,Lynese Cramer, Jenny Mele.

Absent: Louise Chadez, Brad Chinn, Rich Culnane, Luann DeWood, Dr. Marcus, DeWood, George Engelhard, Irene Knopes, Rose Matisse, Melissa Mohr, Sister Anne Pizelo, Andy Rathbun, Melody Rathbun, Kathy Reid, Dorothy Spoerhase, JasonWheaton.

Guests: Tim Burns, Marcia Davis, Marlene Feist, Candace Mumm, Steve Salvatore, Heather Trautman, 

City Report: The city is still working on an agreement for the Ombudsman and they hope to have a solution that will satisfy and benefit all parties involved. The city reports that sales tax revenues are up and are far above what was projected. Candace Mumm advises that she is hoping to be part of the Planning Commission.
Code Enforcement – Heather Trautman – Code Enforcement was asked to come and talk to the group about the recent code enforcement report that went out to the neighborhood that reported a variety of statistics. This report came about as a result of the department wanting to report to each neighborhood to see where improvements can be made. There were 267 complaints from West Central and over 2,000 city wide. Compared to 2011 we are down slightly from complaints in 2011.  David Louk is our Code Enforcement Officer and he has many resources available to help both the filer and the property owner. When dealing with complaints the city notes that they have a 90% success rate.  A question was brought up as to how people are notified and the process was explained. The properties on the corner of Boone and Maple were brought up and Steve Salvatore offered to look into the situation. In order for a vehicle to be considered a junk vehicle it must have 3 out of four things wrong with it (damaged, over three years old, scrap value greater than resale value, and must be apparently inoperable.).  

Ombudsman Report: Tim thanks the neighborhood for its support and advises that he would like to present to us sometime in March. 
CSO Tank Presentation – See handout. We have a few combined issues. Environmental goals a cleaner river and less pollution going into the river.. Reduce overflow from combined sewers going into the river. Today they want to talk about the gray tanks to stop the overflow into the river. Geography makes if]t difficult to separate. Gray tanks allows for extra storm water to be held until it is safe to release. Basin 14and 15will need to build two tanks to store 200,000 gallons of water. One at Summit and Sherwood and one a Nettleton north of Summit or add green solutions like our little rain gardens by the courthouse. Still in the planning process. There also needs to be a 1000,000 tank near the Centennial Trail. The tanks must be completed by 2017... Judith brings up a section where there is major erosion and ruin. There is a construction management plan for this section of their plan and they want to do a thorough job. Mike Taylor is the lead engineer and is concerned about how previous tanks looked to make sure it does not happen to future tanks. As they continue to plan please keep us in the loop as to design and construction. They want input from the neighborhoods. Larry brought up the idea of a Pedestrian/Bicycle plan with Chestnut as a possibility of how to use the CSO to beautify the neighborhood, noting that this idea is in the 1984bicycle plan for the city. It was noted that our group has not voted on this as of yet.  This is being paid for with utility increases of 2.9%, grants, and low interest loans. It is part of a regulatory process but will the river ever be completely clean? There will be additional updates provided to us as this project moves forward.
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